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 PREFACK 


YF7HEN I was firlt called to the office of | 


hiſtoriographer to 7obn Bull, he ex- 
preſſed himſelf to this purpoſe: * Sir Humphry 
Poleſworth, I know you are a plain-dealer ; it 
#s for that reaſon I have choſen you for this 
important truſt ; ſpeak the truth, and ſpare + 


not. That I might fulfil thoſe his honour» 


able intentions, I obtained leave to repair to, 
and attend him in his moſt ſecret retirement? 


and I put the journals of all tranſattions into 
a ſtrong box, to be opened at a fitting occa= *? 
| fion, after the manner of the hiitoriographers 


of ſome eaſtern monarchs : This I thought 
was the ſafeſt way ; though 1 declare I was 


never afraid to be + ch by my maſter for 


telling of truth. It is from thoſe journals 
that my memoirs are compiled : Therefore let 


A member of parliament, eminent for a 
certain cant in his converſation; of which 
there is a good deal in this book. 2 


＋ A cant word of Sir Humphry's, 


„ Tas PRE TACA 


not poſterity, a thouſand 7 hence, look for 
truth in the voluminous annals of pedants, 
who are entirely ignorant of the ſecret ſprings 
of great actions; if they do, let me tell them 
they will be * zebuf d. 
With incredible pains have I endeavoured 
to copy the ſeveral beauties of the antient and 
modern hiſtorians ; the impartial temper of 
Herodotus ; the gravity, auſterity, and ſtrict 
morals of Thucydides, the extenſive knowledge 
of Xenephon, the ſublimity and grandeur of 
Titus Livius; and to avoid the careleſs ſtyle 
of Polybius, I have borrowed conſiderable or- 
naments from Diony/fius Halicarnaſſeus and 
Diodorus Siculus. The ſpecious guilding of 
Tacitus I have endeavoured to ſhun, Mari- 
ana, Davila, and Fra, Paulo, are thoſe a- 
mongſt the moderns whom I thought moſt 
worthy of imitation ; but I cannot be ſo diſ- 
ingenuous, as not to own the infinite obliga- 
tions I have to the Pilgrims Progreſs of John 
Bunyan, and the Tenter Belly of the reverend 
Joſeph Hall. 
From ſuch encouragement and helps, it is 
caſy to gueſs to what a degree of perfection I 
might have brought this great work, had it 
not been nipt in the bud by ſome illiterate peo- 
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Another cant word, ſignifying deceiv'd. 
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ple in both houſes of parliament, who, envying 
the great figure I was to make in future ages, 
under pfetence of raiſing money for the war, 


* have padlock'd all thoſe very pens that were 


to celebrate the actions of their heroes, by ſi- 


lencing at once the whole univerſity of Grub- 


ftreet. I am perſuaded, that nothing but the 
proſpect of an approaching peace could have 


encouraged them to make ſo bold a ſtep. But 


ſuffer me, in the name of the reſt of the ma- 


triculates of that famous univerſity, to aſæ 


them ſome plain queſtions: Do they think 


that peace will bring along with it the golden 
age? Will there be never a dying ſpeech of a 
traitor ? Are Ceihegus and Catiline turned ſo 


tame, that there will be no opportunity to cry 


about the ſtreets, 4 dangerous plot? Will 


peace bring ſuch plenty, that no gentleman 


will have occaſion to go upon the highway, or 
break into a houſe ? I am ſorry that the world 
ſhould be ſo much impoſed upon by the dreams 

of a falſe prophet, as to imagine the millen- 


rium is at hand. O Grutb/treet ! thou fruitful 


nurſery of tow'ring geniuſes! How do I la- 


ment thy downfal ! Thy ruin could never be 


meditated by any who meant well to Engliſh 
liberty : No modern L»ceum will ever equal 
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* Att reſtraining the liberty of the preſs, Sc. 
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thy glory: whether in ſoft paſtorals thou did'ſt 


ſing the flames of pamper'd apprentices and 


coy cook-maids ; or mournful ditties depart- 
ing lovers; or if to Meonian ſtrains thou rai- 


ſedſt thy voice, to record the ſtratagems, the 


arduous exploits, and the nocturnal ſcalade of 
needy heroes, the terror of your peaceful citi- 
zens, deſcribing the powerful Betty, or the 
artful picklock, or the ſecret caverns and grot- 


tos of Vulcan ſweating at his forge, and ſtamp- 


ing the queen's image on viler metals, which 


he retails for beef, and pots of ale: or if thou * 


wert content, in ſimple narrative, to relate the 


eruel acts of implacable revenge, or the com- 
Plaints of raviſhed virgins bluſhing to tell their 


adventures before the liſtening crowd of city 


damſels; whilſt in thy faithful hiſtory thou in- 
termingleſt the graveit counſels and the pureſt 


-, morals, Nor leſs acute and piercing wert thou 


in thy ſearch and pompous deſcription of the 


works of nature ; whether in proper and em- 


phatic terms thou didſt paint the blazing co- 


met'ẽs fiery tail, the ſtupendous force of dread- 


ful thunder and earthquakes, and the unre- 


lenting inundations. Sometimes, with Machi- 


avelian ſagacity, thou unravelledſt intrigues of 
ſtate, and the traiterous conſpiracies of rebels, 
giving wiſe counſel to monarchs. How didſt 
thou move our terror and our pity with thy 
_ paſſionate ſcenes between Fack-catch and the 
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heroes of the Old- Bailey How didſt thou de- 


ſcribe their intrepid march up Holburn- Hill ! 


Nor didſt thou ſhine leſs in thy theological ca- 


pacity, when thou gaveſt ghoſtly counſel to 


dying felons, and didſt record the guilty pangs 
of ſabbath-breakers. How will the noble arts 
of * 7ohn Overton's painting and ſculpture 
now languiſh ! where rich invention, proper 


expreſſion, correct deſign, divine attitudes, and 
artful contraſt, heightened with the beauties 
of Clar. Obſcur, embelliſhed thy celebrated 
Pieces, to the delight and aſtoniſhment of the 


' judicious multitude ! Adieu, perſuaſive elo- 


4 
: 
. 


quence ! the quaint metaphor, the poignant 


irony, the proper epithet, and the lively ſimile, 


are fled for ever! Inſtead of theſe, we ſhall, 
have, I know not what . + The illiterate 
will tell the reſt with pleaſure ! IS 
I hope the reader will excuſe this digreſſion 
due by way of condolance to my worthy bre- 
thren of Grub/reet, for the approaching bar- 
barity that is likely to overſpread all its regi- 


ons, by this oppreſſive and exorbitant tax. It 


has been my good fortune to receive my edu- 
cation there; and ſo long as I preſerved ſome 
1 5 WE - figure 


W 


* The engraver of the cuts before the Grub- 


fireet papers. 


' + Vide biſhop of St. Aſapb's preface. 
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| figure and rank amongſt the. learned of that f 


{ociety, I ſcorned to take my degree, either at 


Utrecht or Leyden, though I was offered it 


gratis by the profeſſors in thoſe univerſities. 


And now, that poſterity may not be igno- 
rant in what age ſo excellent a. hiſtory was 


written (which would otherwiſe, no doubt, be 

the ſubject of its enquiries) I think it proper to 
inform the learned of future times, that it 
was compiled when Lewis XIV. was king of 
France, and Philip, his dion, of Spain: 
when England and Holland, in conjunction 


e 


with the emperor and the allies, entered into 
a war againſt theſe two princes, which laſted 
ten years, under the management of the Duke 


of Marlborough, and was put to a concluſion. 
dy the treaty of Utrecht, under the miniſtry - 


of the Earl of Oxford, in the year 1713. 
Many, at that time, did imagine the hiſtory 
of John Bull, and the perſonages mentioned 


in it, to be allegorical, which the author would | 
never own. Notwithſtanding, to indulge the 
reader's fancy and curioſity, I have printed at 


the bottom of the page the ſuppoſed alluſions 
of the moſt obſcure parts of the ſtory. 
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CHAP. I. 
The ke of the lawſuit. 


Need not tell you of the great 


I that have happened in our nei iehbodrhood, 
how the Parſon , and a cunning Attorney . 


EO” 


fitce the death of the late Lord Strutt “, 


- 


and 


+; Cardinal Ne and che 


t Marſhal of Harcourt, employed, as is 
luppoſed, by the Houſe of Bourbon, prevail - 


* 2 n. of Spain ; died * iſſue, 


10 T His 7 o AY of 


got him to ſettle. his eſtate upon his couſin 
Philip Baboon , to the great diſappointment. 
of his couſin Eſquire Souih f. Some ſtick not 
to ſay, that the parſon and the attorney for- 


ged a will, for which they were well paid by 
the family of the Baboons : Let that be as it 


will, it is matter of fact, that the honour and 
eſtate have continued ever ſince in the perſon 


of Philip Baboon. 

You know that the Lord Strutts have, foe 
many years, been poſſeſſed of a very great 
landed eſtate, well-conditioned, wooded, wa- 


I tered, with coal, ſalt, tin, copper, iron, &c. 
all within themſelves; that it has been the 
misfortune of that family, to be the property 


of their ſtewards, tradeſmen, and inferior 


ſervants, which has brought great incumbran- 
ces upon them; at the ſame time, their not 
abating of their expenſive way of living, has 


forced them to mortgage their beſt mauors : 
It i is 2 reported, that the butchers and 


. 


1 — „ — 


* upon him to . a will, = which he ſet- 
tled the ſucceſſion of the Spauilh monarchy 


upon 
* Philip of Bourbon Duke of Anjou, tho? 


his right had, by the moſt ſolemn renuncia- 


tions, been rind © in favour of 


+ the Archduke Charles of Auſtria.. 
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pery-ware for many years; that th Pp 
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| hakers bill of a Lord Strutt, that lived two 
hundred years ago, are not yet paid. 


When Philip Baboon came firſt to the poſ- 


ſeſſion of the Lord Strutt's eſtate, his tradeſ- 


men, as is uſual upon ſuch occaſions, waited 


upon him, to wiſh him 507. and beſpeak his 
cuſtom: The two chie 


per: They told him, that the Bulls and 
Frogs had ſerved the Lord Sirutts with dra- 


honeſt and fair dealers; that their bil 


fingers with pen, ink and counters; that his 


Lordſhip might depend upon their honeſty 3: 
that they would uſe him as kindly as they had 
done his predeceſſors. The young hove ſeem- | 
iſſed them 
with a deal of ſeeming content, aſſuring them, 


ed to take all in.good part, and di 
he did not intend to change any of the ho- 


nourable maxims of his predeceſſors. 


| were, John Bull 
the clothier, and + Nic. Frog the linen-dra- 


never been queſtioned; that the Lord Srirutts 
lived generouſly, and never uſed to dirty their 


CHAP. 


The Engliſh and nd 
+ the Dutch congratulated Philip upon a 


ſucceſſion, which they were not able to pre» 
vent: But, to diſappoint the ambition of 


The HIS TOAY of 


CHAP. 1. 


He Bull and Frog grew jealous, that the 
Lord Strutt intended to give all his cuſtom 


to his grandfather Lewis Baboon“. 


T happened, unfortunately for the peace of 


our neighbourhood, that this young lord 


| had an old cunning rogue, or (as the Scots 


call it) a falſe loon of a grandfather, that 


one might juſtly call a Zack of all trades . 
ſometimes you would ſee him behind his coun- 


ter ſelling broad-cloth, ſometimes meaſuring 


linen; next day he would be dealing in mer - 
cery- ware; high heads, ribbons, gloves, fans, 
and lace, he underſtood to a nicety; Charles 
Mather could not bubble a young beau better 
with a toy; nay he would deſcend even to 
the ſelling of tape, garters, and ſhoe-buc- 
kles: When ſhop was ſhut up, he would go 
about the neighbourhood, and earn half a 
crown by teaching the young men and maids 


to dance, By theſe methods he had acquired 
| CS immenſe 


* Lewis XIV, and hinder the French na- | 
tion, whoſe | x | = 

+ trade and charader are thus deſcribed,, | 
and whoſe king had a N 5 


6 


imn 


aws 
gel- 
cha 
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3 into his hands; beſides, the raſcal 
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immenſe riches, which he uſed to ſquander * 


away at back-ſword, quarter-ſtaff, and cud- 
gel-play, in which he took great pleaſure, and 


challenged all the country. You will ſay it 1s 


no wonder, if Bull and Frog ſhould be jea- 


lous of this fellow. It is not impoſſible 
4 


2 Frog to Bull), but this old rogue will 


* take the management of the young Lord's 


«c 


ce 


cc 


has good ware, and. will ſerve him as 
cheap as any body. In that caſe, I leave 


you to judge what muſt become of us and 


our families; we muſt ſtarve, or turn jour- 
neyman to old Lewis Baboon ; therefore, 


* neighbour, I hold it adviſcable, that we 


write to young Lord Strutt, to know he 
bets of this matter,” 


CHAP, 


9 * fr ong | diſpoſition 4% war, from becom 


ing too potent, an alliance was formed to 


=. procure a reaſonable ſatisfaction to the 


'* Houſe of Auſiria, for its pretenſions to the 


bn passe * and ſufficient 


& \ 
. 


The Hisronry of 


CHAP. 1. 


A eofy of Bull 
My Loxd, 
F Suppoſe your 


7 
4 


and Frog's letter to Lord 


[1 


Lordſhip knows that the 
Bulls and Frogs have ſerved the Lord 
Strutts with all ſorts of drapery-ware, time 


dat of mind: And whereas we are jealous, | 
In- 


not without reaſon, that your Lordfhip 


F tends henceforth to buy of your grandfire old 


Lewis Baboon ; This is to inform your Lord- | 


ſhip, that this proceeding does not ſuit with | 


the circumſtances of our families, who have 


lived, and made a good figure 


in the world, 


by the generoſity of the Lord Syrutts.— 
Therefore, we think fit to acquaint your 
Lordſhip, that you muſt find ſufficient ſecu- 
rity * to us, our heirs and aſſigns, that you 


will not employ Lewis Baboon ; or elſe 


— 


we 
will 


: 


N 
| 


* cc ſecurity to England and Holland, 


& their dominions, navigation and commerce; 


« and to prevent the union of the two mo- 
« narchies France and Spain.” To effect 


theſe purpoſes, Queen Ann was, by 


for 


—— 
* 


f 
by 
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will take our remedy at /aw, clap an action 
upon you of 20,000 J. for old debts, ſeize 


and diſtrain your goods and chattels, which, 


conſidering your lordſhip's circumſtances, will 
plunge you into difficulties from which it will 


not be eaſy to extricate yourſelf ; therefore, 


we hope, when your lordſhip has better con- 


ſidered on it, you will comply with the de- 
MS. "I * 


Your loving friends, 


Jonx Burt, 
Nic. Fos. 


Some of Bull's friends adviſed him to take 
gentler methods with the young lord; but 
Jobn naturally loved rough play. It is im- 
poſſible to expreſs the ſurpriſe of the Lord 
Strutt, upon the receipt of this letter: He 
was not fluſh in ready, either to go to law, or 
clear old debts, neither could he find good 
bail: He offered to bring matters to a friend- 
ly accommodation; and promiſed, upon his 
word of honour, that he would not chai: re 
his drapers; but all to no purpoſe, for Bull 
and Frog ſaw clearly, that old Lewis would 
have the cheating of him, TEE 


The His TORY of 


CHAP. IV. 


How Bull 4 Frog went to lau with Lort © 


Strutt about the premiſſet, and were Joined | 
by the reſt of the tradeſmen, 


| 
. 
9 


'LL endeavours of accommodation be- 
tween Lord Strutt and his drapers | 


proved vain; jealouſies increaſed, and indeed 


it was rumoured abroad, that Lord Strutt 


had beſpoke his new liveries of old Lewis 


Baboon. This coming to Mrs. BulPs ears *, 


when John Bull came home, he found all kis | | 


family in an uproar, 


know, was very apt to be cholericQ. Lou 


% ſot, ſays ſhe, you loiter about alehouſes | 


| 


bout the ſtreets in your new gilt chariot, 


and taverns, ſpend your time at billiards, 
< ninepins, or puppet-ſhows, or flaunt a- 


never minding me nor your numerous fa- 
mily. Don't you hear how Lord Strut 


ſhop? Don't you ſee how that old fox 
ſteals away your cuſtomers, and turns you 
out of your buſineſs every day, and 2 
| ee it 


— 


3 


as a principal. Among her allies, were 


® the parliament, precipitated into the war 


Mrs. Bull, you muſt 


A 


has beſpoke his liveries at Lewis Baboons « By 


1 


- 
N 
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„ fit like an idle drone, with your hands in 
% your pockets? Fy upon't; up man, rouze 
«« thyſelf; I'II fell to my ſhift, before VII be 
« ſo uſed by that knave.” You muſt think 
Mrs. Bull had been pretty well tuned up by 
Frog, who chimed in' with her learned ha- 
rangue, No further delay now, but to coun- 


cil learned in the law they go, who unani- 


moully aſſared them, both of the juſtice, and 


infallible ſucceſs of their law- ſuit. 
1 told you before, that old Lewis Baboon 


| was a ſort of a Fack of all trades, which 
' made the reſt of the tradeſmen jealons, as well 
| as Bull and Freg ; they hearing of the quar- 


rel, were glad of an opportunity of joining a- 
gainſt old Lewis Babcen, provided that Bull 
and Frog would bear the charges of the ſuit; 
even lying Ned *, the chimney-ſweeper of Sa- 
voy, and Tom + the Portugal duſtman, put in 
their claims, and the cauſe was put into the 
bands of Humphry Hocus f, the attorney. 

A declaration was drawn up, to ſhew © That 


| * Bull and Frog had undoubted right, by pre- 


2. « ſcription, 


7 the Duke of Savoy and 

I the Arg of Portugal; and TE 
+ John Churchill Duke of Marlborough, 

was appointed general in chief of the. confe- 

derate army. . 


| 


F 
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« ſcription, to be drapers to the Lord Strutts ; | 
«© that there were ſeveral old contracts to that 2 

«« purpoſe ; that Lewis Baboon had taken up , 
the trade of clothier and draper, without Jeſs 
«c ſerving hrs time, or purchaſing his freedom ; | ed b 

„that he fold goods that were not market- 5 
« able, without the ſtamp; that he himſelf, | | 
c was more fit for a bully than a tradeſman, ſa f 8 
«« and went about through all the country fairs, John 
« challenging people to fight prizes, wreſtling, / 

« and cudgel- play; and abundance more to * 
__w— 8 27 it no 


i 
{ 
0 


ſpiri 


| PF HAT. : V. | woul, 
The true characters of John Bull, Nic, Frog, geht. 
an ad Hocus. of di 


OR the better underſtanding the follow- | ,. 
| ing hiſtory, the reader ought to know, 
that Bull, in the main, was an honeſt plain- un: 

dealing fellow, choleric, bold, and of a very 8 
inconſtant temper ; he dreaded not old Lewis 1 
either at back-ſword, ſingle faulchion, or cud 8 
gel- play; but then he was very apt to quar 
rel with his beſt friends, eſpecially if they pre hep 

tended to govern him: If you flatter'd hi 31 
you might lead him like a child. John's tem- 


JOHN BULL. 2 


per depended very much upon the air; his 
= 1 Grits roſe and fell with the weather-glafs, 
Fobn was quick, and underſtood his buſineſs 
u UP very well; but no man alive was more care- 
bout ſe fg in looking into his accompts, or more cheat - 
om; 44 by partners, apprentices, and ſervants. 'T his 
rket- was occaſioned by his being a boon compani- 
on, loving his bottle and his diverſion ; for, to 
MAN, fſay truth, no man kept a better houſe than 
s John, nor ſpent his money more generouſly. 
ling, By plain and fair dealing, John had acquired 
re to ſome plumbs, and might have kept them, had 
it not been for his unhappy law- ſuit. 

Mic. Frog was a cunning fly whore ſon, quite 
— | the reverſe of John in many particulars; co- 
vetous, frugal; minded domeſtic affairs; 
would pinch his belly to ſave his pocket; ne- 
= | ver loſt a farthing by careleſs ſervants, or bad 
"ag debtors. He did not care much for any ſort 
| of diverſions, except tricks of High-German 
artiſts, and /eger-de-main.: No man exceed- 
ed Nic. in theſe; yet it muſt be owned, that 
| Nic. was a fair dealer, and in that way ac- 
"} quired immenſe riches. 
A., Hocus was an old cunning attorney; and 
"74 though this was the firſt conſiderable ſuit that 
ever he was engaged in, he ſhewed himſelf ſu- 
perior in addreſs to molt of his profeſſion : He 
TE kept always good clerks, he loved money, was 
imooth-tongued, gave good words, and ſel- 
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dom loſt his temper : He was not worſe than 
an infidel, for he provided plentifully for his 
family; but he loved himſelf better than them 


all: The neighbours reported, that he was | 
| hen-pecked, which: was impoflible, by fuch 2 


mila - ſpirited woman as his wife was. 


25 BY CHAP. VI. 


2 the various ſucceſs of the . 


AW is. a bottomleſs pit ; ; it ir a cormo- | 


rant, a harpy, that devours every thing. 


Jobn Bull was flattered by the lawyers, that | 
his ſuit would not laſt above a year or two 


at moſt ; that before that time, he would be 


the meanders of the law, and 


courts, No ſkill, no addreſs was wanting; 
and, to ſay truth, 7ohn did not ſtarve his 
cauſe ; there wanted not ye//ow-boys to fee 
council, hire witneſſes, and bribe juries: Lord 
Strutt was generally caſt, never had one _ 


in quiet poſſeſſion of his buſmeſs: Yet ten 
long years did Hocus ſteer his cauſe — 4 
| all 


e 
5 


S 


ä ——— · . 


to pot: At laſt, + it was thought a good expe- | 
dient, to ſet up Eſquire South's title, to prove 


might have been concluded upon the principles 
of the alliance; but a partition of the Saniſp 


| : now thought ſufficient. 


* Philip was contrary to treaty; and there was 


JOHN BULL. 21 


dict in his favour “; and John was promiſed, 
that the next, and the next, would be the fi- 
nal determination; but alas! that final deter- 
mination and happy concluſion was like an in- 

chanted iſland, the nearer John came to it, the 
further it went from him: New trials upon 
new points ftill aroſe ; new doubts, new mat- 

ters to be cleared; in ſhort, lawyers ſeldom 

part with ſo good a.cauſe till they have got 
the oyſter, and their clients the ſhell. John 
ready money, book-debts, bonds, mortgages, 
all went into the lawyers pockets : Then 70 
began to borrow money upon bank-ſtock and 
Eaſt- India bonds; now and then a farm went 


_ the 


** — ITY 


„* 


* The war was carried on againſt France 
and Spain with great ſucceſs, and a peace 


dominions in favour of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and an engagement that the ſame perſon ſhould 
never be king of France and Spain, were not 

+ It was infiſted, that the will in favour of 


. a parliamentary declaration for continuing the 
war, till he ſhould be dethroned. 


1 
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the will forged, and diſpoſſeſs Philip Lord | 


Here again was a new field | 


Strutt at once. 
for the lawyers, and the cauſe grew more in- 
tricate than ever. 7% 
madder; wherever he met any — Lord Strutt's. 
| forvants, he tore off their clothes: Now and 
then you would ſee them come home naked, 

Without ſhoes, ſtockings, and linen, As for 
old Lewis Babeon, he was reduced to his laſt 
ſhift, though he had as many as any other: 

His children were reduced from rich ſilks to 
Doily ſtuffs, his ſervants in rags, and bare- 


| footed; inſtead of good victuals, they now li- 


ved upon neck-beef, and bullock's liver : 


grew madder and 


| 
| 
' 
7 


| 
| 
| 
] 


J 
| 
4 


| ſhort, nobody got much by the matter, r | 


the men of law. 


5 * 


—_—_———— 


CHAP, vn. 


2 ow John Bull . . mightih pleaſed with 
bis ſucceſs, that he was going to leave ＋ 
his trade, and turn er. 


FT is wiſely obſerved by a great philoſopher, 


that habit is a ſecond nature : This was 
verified in the caſe of John 254. | ok from 


an honeſt and plain tradeſi KS 
à haunt about the courts of jyſtice, 


E g . „ 


| 


| 


got ſuch 
= ſacks 


K 


— 03-74" 


-utt's. | 
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2 jargon of law-words, that he concluded 
himſelf as able a lawyer as any that pleaded 


at the bar, or ſat on the bench: He was over 


heard one day talking to himſelf after this. 
manner: „* How capriciouſly does fate, or 
0 chance, diſpoſe of mankind ! How ſeldom is 
© that buſineſs allotted to a man for which he 
« js fitted by nature! It is plain, I was intend- 
© ed for a man of law: How did my guardi- 
«© ans miſtake my genius, in placing me like a 
% mean flave behind a counter? Bleſs me? 
© what immenſe eſtates theſe fellows raiſe by 
© the law? Beſides, it is the profeſſion of a 


„ gentleman : What a pleaſure is it to be vic- 


e torious in a cauſe? to ſwagger at the bar? 
«© What a fool am I, to drudge any more in 
* this woollen trade? for a lawyer | was born, 
% and a lawyer I will be; one is never too old 
* to learn.“ All this while 7047 had conned 
over ſuch a catalogue of hard words, as were 
enough to conjure up the devil; theſe he uſed. 


to babble indifferently in all companies, eſpe- 


cially at coffee - houſes; ſo that his neighbour 
tradeſmen be to ſhun his company, as a 
man that was cracked. Inſtead of the affairs 
of Blactwell- hall, and price of broad-cloth, 


The manners and ſentiments of the nation 
became extravagant and chimerical, 


* 
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wool, and bayſes, he talks of nothing but ac- 


tions upon the caſe, returns, capias, alias ca- 
fias, demurrers, venire facias, replevins, ſu- 
perſedeas's, certiorari's, writs of error, action, 


of trover and conver /ien, treſpaſſes, precipe's and 


dedimus. This was matter of jeit to the learn- 


ed in law; however, Hecus, aud the reit of. 


the tribe, encouraged Fohn in his fancy, aſ- 


ſuring him, that he had a great genius for 


law ; that they queſtioned not but in time he 


might raiſe money enough by it to reimburſe | 


him all his charges; that if he {tudied, he 


| would undoubtedly arrive to the dignity of a 


Lord Chief Juſtice * : As for the advice of ho- 


neſt friends and neighbours, Joba deſpiſed it, 
he looked upon them as fellows of a low ge- 


nius, poor grovelling mechanics; John. rec- 


koned it more honour to have got one favour- | 
able verdict, than to have ſold a bale of broad- | 


cloth. As for Nic. Frag, to ſay the truth, he 
was more prudent ; for though. he followed 


bis law- ſuit cloſely, he neglected not his ordi- 


nary buſineſs, but was both in court and in 


| bis ſhop at the proper hours. 
CHAP. 


— — 


„Hold the balance of poxer. 


15 
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CHAP. vil. 


"How John diſcovered that Home had an in- 


trigue with his wife ; and what eee 
thereupon. 


Jour, had not run on + « ative ſo long, 


had it not been for an extravagant bitch 
of a wife, whom Hocus perceiving John to be 
fond of, was reſolved to win over to his fide. 


It is a true ſaying, That the laſt man of the 


' pariſh that knows of his cuckoldom, is himſelf. 


— — — — 


own money. 
2 month's mind to her body; be that as it 


It was obſerved by all the neighbourhood, | 
that Hocus had dealings with John's wife“, 


that were not ſo much for his honour ; but 0 


this was perceived by John a little too late: : 
She was a luxurious jade, loved ſplendid e- 


quipages, plays, treats, and balls, differing 
very much from the ſober manners of her 


anceſtors, and by no means fit for a tradeſ- 
man's wife. Hocus fed her extravagancy 
(what was ſtill more ſhameful) with Joh 

Every body ſaid that Hocus had 


will, it is a matter of fact, that, upon all OC- 


* GR was believed, * the — tam · 


4 — wich che 5 
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caſions, ſke run out extravagantly on the praiſe 


of Hocus, When 77h ufed to be finding 


_ with his bills, ſhe uſed to reproach him - 
ungrateful to his greatelt benefactor; one 


* had taken ſo much pains in his law- ſuit, 
and retrieved his family from the oppreſſion 
of old Lewis Baboon. A good ſwinging ſum 
of Fohn's readieſt caſh, went towards build- 
ing of Hocus's country-houſe f. This affair 
between Heocus and Mrs. Bull, was now ſo 
open, that all the world were ſcandalized at it; 
Jobn was not ſo clod-pated, but at laſt he took 


the hint. The parſon of the pariſh preaching 
one day with more zeal than ſenſe, againſt a- | 
dultery +, Mrs. Ba// told her huſband, that he 


was , 


—_ — — 


—— 


3 t who fertled upon him. the manor of Weed- | 
= 's flock, and afterwards entailed that, with 


5000 J. per annum, payable out of the Poſt- 


office, to deſcend with his honours; over and 
above this, an immenſe ſum was expended in 


building Blenheim Houſe, About this time, | 


rr 6. 1709 ) 
* Dr. Henry Sacheverel preached a ſer- 


mon againſt popular reſiſtance of regal au- 


thority. 


+ The houſe of commons vined this * | 
a libel on her —_— and her government, 


the revolution, the proteſtant fucceſſion, 6 | 


"Wu. * Ol 
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was a very uncivil fellow to uſe ſuch coarſe 


language before people of condition; that 
Hocus was of the ſame mind ; and that they 
would join to have him turned out of his li- 
ving for uſing perſonal reflections. How do 
you mean, ſays John, by perſonal reflections? 
I hope in God, wife, he did not refle& upon 


you? No, thank God, my reputation is 
. too well eſtabliſhed in the world, to receive 
* any hurt from ſuch a foul-mouth'd ſcoun- 


« drel as he; his doctrine tends only to mak 


« huſbands tyrants, and wives ſlaves; muſt 

* we be ſhut up, and huſbands left to their 
„ liberty? Very pretty, indeed! a wife muſt 
% never go abroad with a Platonic, to ſee a 
4 play or a ball; ſhe muſt never ſtir without 
% her huſband ; nor walk in Spring- garden 
% with a couſin, I do ſay, huſband, and I 


« will ſtand by it, that without the innocent 


« freedoms of life, matrimony would be a 
«© moſt intolerable ſtate; and that a wife's 


« virtue ought to be the reſult of her own 


s reafon, and not of her huſband's govern- 
« ment ; er bac bara a huſ- 


1 * 


the parliament ; they impeached him of high 
crimes and miſdemeanours ; he was ſilenced 
for three years, and the ſermon burnt by the 
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band that would be jealous, if he faw a2 
„ fellow a-bed with me.” All this while 
John's blood boiled in his veins : He was now 


confirmed in all his ſuſpicions ; jade, bitch, 


and whore, were the beſt words that 7ohr | 


gave her f. Things went from better to 
worſe, till Mrs, Bull aimed a 4 knife at John, 
though 70% threw a bottle < at her head, 


very rally indeed ||. And, after this, there 
was nothing but confuſion : Bottles, glaſſes, | 


= ſpoons, plates, knives, forks, and diſhes, flew 


about like duſt; the reſult of which was, 
* That Mrs Bull received a bruiſe in her right 
ſide, (of which ſhe died half a year after.) 


The brui ſe impoſthumated, and afterwards 
turned ; 


_ 


| *® Theſe 3 ks a great ferment 


in the nation. 

+ The houſe complained of being aſperſed 
and vilified ; opprobrious terms were uſed by 
both parties; and one had recourſe to 

t military power, becauſe it was aſſaulted 
by the other with 

$ tumult and riot. 


|| The confuſion every day increaſed ; the 


"995, - om —— wk -. F - 


«af "ae < - 


whig, or low-church party in the houſe of 
commons, began to decline; after * con- 


tention and debate, 


the parkament w was prorogued; 
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turned to a ſinking ulcer, which made every bo- 
dy ſhy to come near her; yet ſhe wanted not the 


5 help of many able phyſicians, who attended very 
_ diligently, and did what men of ſkill could 


e —— 


do; but all to no purpoſe, for her condition 
was now quite deſperate, all regular phyfi- 


cians, and her neareſt relations, having given 
W | | 


5 


CHAP. IX. 


How ſome quacks undertook to cure Mrs, Bull | 


ler ulcer +. 


| * is nothing ſo impoſſible in na- 


ture, but mountebanks will undertake; 


nothing ſo incredible, bit they will affu tn: 


Mrs. Bull's condition was looked upon as deſ- 
perate by all the men of art; but there were 
thoſe that bragged they had an infallible oint- 
ment and plailter, which being applied to the 
ſore, would cure it in a few days; at the ſame 
time, they would give her a pill that would 

e purge 


3 


I and, notwithſtanding many attempts to 


prolong it, particularly, ſome diftliculties ſtart- 
ed by the i 
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_ purge of all her bad humours, ſweeten her- 


blood, and reclify her diſturbed imagination: 
In ſpite of all applications, the patient grew 


worſe every day; ſhe ſtunk ſo, nobody durſt | 
come within a ſtone's throw of her, except 


thoſe quacks who attended her cloſe, and ap- 


prehended no danger. If one aſked them how 
Mrs. Bull did? Better and better, ſaid they; 
the parts heal, and her conſtitution mends; 


if ſhe ſubmits to our government, ſhe will be 
abroad in a little time. Nay, it is reported, 


that they wrote to her friends in the country; | 
that ſhe ſhould dance a jig next Ofober in 
 Weſtminſter-Hall, and that her illneſs had 


been chiefly owing to bad phyſicians. At 


laſt, one of them “ was ſent for in great haſte; 
ew worſe and worſe : When he 
came, he affirmed that it was a groſs miſtake, | 
and that ſhe was never in a fairer way:; 
Bring hither the ſalve, ſays he, and give her 
a plentiful draught of my cordial, As he 


his patient 


was applying his ointments, and adminiſtring 


the cordial, the patient gave up the ghoſt, | 


to the great confuſion of the quack, and the 
4 joy of Bull and his friends. The quack 


g away out of the houſe, in great diſor- 


Lord Chancellor, it was diſſolved on the | 


21ſt Sept. 1710. 


— — EE 
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der, and fwore there was foul play, for he 


was ſure his medicines were infallible. Mrs. 
Bull having died without any ſigns of repen- 
tance or devotion, the clergy would hardly 
allow her a chriſtian burial. The relations 
had once reſolved to ſue John for the mur- 
der; but conſidering better of it, and that 
ſuch a trial would rip up old ſores, and diſ- 


cover things not ſo much to the reputation of 


the deceaſed, they dropt their deſign. She 


left no will, only there was found in her ſtrong 


box, the following words, wrote on a ſcrip of 
paper, My curſe on John Bull, and all my 
«« poſterity, if ever they come to any com- 

t poſition with the Lord Strutt.” © 


she left him three daughters, whoſe * names 
NW: Polemia, Diſcordia, and Uſuria. 


C2 CHAP. 


* War, faQion, and uſury, 


* 


The HISTORY / 


CHAP. X. 


/ John Bulls ſecond wife, and the good ad- 


rice that ſhe gave bim. 


TOHN quickly got the better of. his grief, 
and ſeeing, that neither his conſtitution, 
or the affairs of his family, could permit him 


to live in an unmarried ſtate, he reſolved to 
get him another wife : A couſin of his laſt ' 
wife's was propoſed; but John» would have 


no. more of the breed: In ſhort, he wedded a. 


ſober country gentlewoman, of a good fami- 
ly, and a plentiful fortune, the reverſe of the ' 
other in her temper; not but that ſhe loved 
money, for ſhe. was ſaving, and applied her 


fortune to pay J-hn's clamorous debts, that 


the unfrugal methods of his laſt wife, and 


this ruinous law-ſuit, had brought him into. 


One day, as ſhe had got her huſband in a 


good humour, ſhe talked to him after the fol- 
lowing manner: T. My dear, ſince I have 
| | 5 «© been 


* The new parliament, which was averſe 


to the war, made 


+ a repreſentation of the miſmanagement | 


in the ſeveral offices, particularly, thoſe for 
 vicualling and clothing the navy and army, 


cc 
L 


A 
* 
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« been your wife, I have obſerved great abu- 
* ſes and diſorders in your family; your ſer- 
« yants are mutinous and quarrelſome, and 
« cheat you molt abominably; your cook-. 
« maid is in a combination with your butcher, 


«© poulterer, and fiſhmonger ; your butler 


« purloins your liquor, and the brewer ſells 
« you hogwaſh; your baker cheats both in 


« weight and in tale; even your milk-wo- 
&« man, and your nurſery-maid, have a fel- 


ce low-felling ; your taylor, inſtead of ſhreads, 
cs cabbages whole yards of cloth; beſides, 


| leaving ſuch long ſcores, and not going to 
% market with ready money, forces us to take 


© bad ware of the tradeſmen, at their own price. 
« You have not poſted your books theſe ten 
« years; how is it poſſible for a man of bu- 
« ſineſs, to keep his affairs even in the world, 
« at this rate? Pray God this Hecus be ho- 


© neſt; would to God you would look over 
his bills, and ſee how matters ſtand between 


« Frog and you“; prodigious ſums are ſpent 


4 in this law-ſuit, and more muſt be borrow- 


« ed of ſcriviners and uſurers, at heavy inte- 


& to lay aſide that wild project of leaving 


% your. 


„ reſt. Beſides, my dear, let me beg of you 


2 


and of the ſums that had been expended 
a2 5 


__ —  ——_ 
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ec your buſineſs, to turn lawyer, for which, 
cc let me tell you, nature never deſigned you. 
& Believe me, theſe rogues do but flatter, 
cc that they may pick your pocket; obſerve 
« what a parcel of hungry ragged fellows 


« live by your cauſe; to be ſure, they will | 


«6. never make an end on't; I foreſee this 
ic haunt you have got about the courts, will, 


* one day or another, bring your family to 
«© beggary. Conſider, my dear, how inde- | 
% cent it is to abandon your ſhop, and follow 


cc pettifoggers ; the habit is ſo ſtrong upon 


««. upon a common, but you draw yourſelf in 
« as bail, ſurety, or ſolicitor *.” John heard 


her all this while with patience, till the prick-. | 


ed his maggot, and touched him in the tender 
point; then he broke out into a violent paſſi - 


on, What, I not fit for a lawyer! let me 


<< tell you, my clodpated relations ſpoiled the 


«« preateſt genius in the world, when they 


«© bred me a mechanic. 


c his old rogue of a 


Lord Strutt, and. 


c their coſt, that I can manage a law-ſuit as. 
well as another.“ —“ I don't deny what 


TE npes_ dg wr. 


grandſire, have found to 


t there is hardly a plea between 
two country eſquires, about a barren acre- 


« you. ;| 


: PL G is. 


*. which was, 


ever, ſtill a favourite 
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you ſay, replied Mrs. Bull, nor do I call 
in queſtion your parts ; but, I ſay, it does 
not ſuit with your circumſtances : You and 
your predeceſſors have lived in good repu- 
tation among your neighbours by this ſame 
clothing-trade, and it were madneſs to 
leave it off: Beſides, there are few that 
know all the tricks and cheats of theſe law- 
yers; does not your own experience teach. 
you, how they have drawn you on from 
one term to another, and how you have 
danced the round of all the courts, ſtill. 
flattering you with a final iſſue, and, for 
aught I can ſee, your cauſe is not a bit 
clearer than it was ſeven years ago. — “ I 
will be damn'd, ſays John, if. I accept of 
any compoſition from Strutt or his grand- 
father; I'll rather wheel about the ſtreets 
an engine to griad knives and ſciffars ; 
however, I'll take your advice, and look 
over my accompes.” · 


— 


— — —_ 
: : 
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Hou John locked over his attorney's bill. 
5 W HE N Jon firſt brought out the bills, 


the ſurpriſe of all the family was in- 
on expreſſible, 
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them; they would have meaſured with the 


belt bale of cloth in 7o4n's ſhop. Fees to 


judges, puny judges, clerks, prothonotaries, 
philizers, chirographers, under: clerks, procla- 
mators, council, witneſſes, jurymen, marſhals, 
tipſtaffs, cryers, porters; for inrollings, exem- 
plifications, bails, vouchers, returns, caveats, 


examinations, filings of writs, entries, de- 


clarations, replications, recordats, zelle pro- 
ſegui's, certiorari's, mittimus's, demurrers, 


ſpecial verdicts, informations, ſcire facias, ſu- 


erpreſſble, at the prodigious dimenſions of 


| 


 per/edears, habeas corpus, coach-hire, treat- 


mg of witneſſes, G. Verily,. ſays; 7ohn, 
« there are a prodigious number of learned 


« words in this law; what a pretty ſcience- 


it is!”—< Ay, but huſband, you have paid 


« for every ſyllable and letter of theſe fine f 


« words; bleſs me, what immenſe ſums are 
« at the bottom of the accompt !” — John 
ſpent ſeveral weeks in looking over his bills, 
and, by comparing and ſtating his accompts, 
he diſcovered, that, beſides the extravagance 


of every article, he had been egregiouſſy 


cheated ; that he had paid for council that 


were never fee'd, for writs that were never 


drawn, for dinners that were never dreſſed, 


and journeys that were never made: In fhort, 


that the tradeſmen, lawyers, and Frog, had 


agreed 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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+ egreed to throw the burden of the law-ſutr 


upon his ſhoulders, 


: a - — 
— - 


CHAP. XII. 


How _— angry, and reſolved to accept 


a compoſition ; and what methods were 


pPractiſed by the lawyers for keeping bim 


| from it. 


7E LL might the learned Daniel Burgeſs 
ſay, That a law-ſuit is a ſuit for life. 


'He that ſows his grain upon marble, will have 
many a hun 
Jobn felt by woful experience. John's cauſe 


belly before harveſt, This 


was a milk cow, and many a man ſub- 


ſiſted his family out of it. However, John be- 
7 gan to think it high time to look about him, 
eh 


ad a couſin in the country, one Sir Reger 
Bold , whoſe predeceſſors had been bred up 


When at length peace was thought to be 
eligible upon more moderate terms, a treaty 
was entered into by ED 

+ Robert Harley, afterward E. of Oxford, 
who was made treaſurer in the ſtead of the 
Lord Godolphin, and there was now not only 


a new parliament, but a new miniſtry ; 


. Aver of "= 
| to the law, and knew as much of it as any 


| body; but having left off the profeſſion for 


for whi 
tlemen of the long robe, and at perpetual war 

with all the country attorneys. 2 put his 
cauſe in Sir Roger's hands, de 


ſome time, they took great pleaſure in com- 
E law-ſuits among their neighbours, 
they were the averſion of the gen- 


ng him to 
make the beſt of it ; the news had no ſooner 
reached the ears of the lawyers, but they were 
all in an uproar. They brought all the reſt 


of the tradeſmen upon Fehr : 4 Squire South 


ſwore he was betrayed, that he would ſtarve 


before he wr p Frog ſaid he was 
highly wronged ; even lying Ned the chim- 
: 2 and Tom the * complain 
ed, that their intereſt was ſacrificed ; the law- 
pers, ſolicitors, Hocus, and his clerks, were 
all up in arms, at the news of the compoſi- 
tion ||; they abuſed him and his wife moſt 


7. Tou filly, aukward, ill-bred, 


_ « country-ſow, (quoth one) have you no more 
% manners, than to rail at Hocus, that has ſa- 
cc ved that clod-pated numſkull'd ninny-ham- | 

| 60 mer 


** 


— was oppoſed by the alle | 
and the general; 


| the houſe of commons was cenſured, as 


* ignorant of 2 = 
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mer of yours from ruin, and all his amily ? 
« [t is well known how he has roſe early, and 


« ſat up late to make him eaſy, when he was 


* ſotting at every ale-houſe in town. I knew 
« his laſt wife, ſhe was a woman of breeding, 


« good humour, and complaiſance, knew how 
<« to live in the world: As for you, you look 


6 like a puppet moved by clock-work ; your 


« clothes hang upon you, as they were upon 
ic tenter-hooks, and you come into a room as 
« you were going to ſteal away a piſs- pot: 

e into the country to look after 
er's poultry, to milk the cows, 


“ a holy-day, and not meddle with matters 
« which you know no more of, than the ſign- 


* poſt before your door: It is well known, 
that Hocas has an eſtabliſhed reputation; he 


1% never ſwore an oath, nor told a lie in all 
« his life; he is I to his benefaftors, 
« faithful to his friends, liberal to has depend- 


« ants, and dutiful to his ſuperiors; he values 


« not your money more than the duſt under 
e his feet, but he hates to be abuſed : Once 
« for all, Mrs. Mynx, leave off talking of Ho- 
© cas, or I will pull out theſe ſaucer eyes of 


_ & yours, and make that redſtreak country 
2 


« face look as raw as an ox-cheek 


e butcher's ſtall ; remember, I ſay, * ai 5 


« are pillories and W trance With this 
e 
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away W. 


% 


to reply. No Rone was 


eft unturned to fright 


. Fobn from his compoſition : Sometimes they 
ſpread reports at*coffee-honſes, that John and | 


his wife were run mad; that they intended to 


give up houſe, and make over all their eſtate 


to Lewis Baboon * ; that John had been often 
| heard talking to himſelf, and ſeen in the ſtreets 


without ſhoes or ſtockings ; that he did no- 


thing from morning till night but beat his ſer- 
vants, after having been the beſt maſter alive: 


As for his wife, ſhe was a mere natural. Some- 
times John's houſe was beſet with a whole re- 
giment of attorneys clerks, bailiffs, and bai- 
liffs-followers, and other ſmall retainers of the 


law, who threw ſtones at his windows, and 
dirt at himſelf, as he went along the ſtreet. 
When john complained of want of ready mo- 
ney to carry on his ſuit, they adviſed him to 


pawn his plate and jewels, and that Mrs. Bull! 


ſhould ſell her linen and wearing clothes, 


CHAP. 


. 


— 


„ and it was faid, that the natica would at 
laſt be ſacrificed to the ambition of France. 


g. —_ Mrs. Bull no time 


—— — 


Mrs. Bull's 3 of the ind: ſpenſable 
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CHAP. XIII. 


duty of cuckoldom, incumbent uan wives, 
in caſe of the tyranny, infidelity, or inſuſſi- 

| Ciency of hujbands : Being a full anſwer to 
to the — s ſermon againſt adultery *. 


ON found daily freſh proofs of the infi- 
delity and. bad deſigns of. his deceaſed 


wife; amongſt other things, one day looking 


over his cabinet, he found the follow! ing paper. 


Ir. is evident hn matrimony is founded up- 
on an original contra, whereby the wiſe. 


makes over the right ihe has by the law of na- 


ture to the concubitus vagus, in favour of the 


huſband; by which he acquires the property 
| of all her poſterity. But then the obligation 
is mutual: 


And where the contract is broken 
on one ſide, it ceaſes to bind on the other, 
Where there is a right, there mult he a power 
to maintain it, and to puniſh the offending 


| party. The power I affirm to be that origi- 


nal right, or rather that indiſpenſable duty of 
7 | cuckoldom, 


— 


* 


* The tories « ee of the f peeches 


at Serveveres 8 win. 
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cuckoldom, lodged in all wives, in the caſes | 


above-mentioned, No wife is bound by any 


law to which herſelf has not conſented : All 
economical government is lodged originally in 


the huſband and wife, the executive part being 


m the huſband; both have their privileges ſe- 
cured to them by law and reaſon : But will a- 
ny man infer, from the huſband's being inveſt- 
ed with the executive power, that the wife is 
_ deprived of her ſhare, and that which is the 
principal branch of it, the original right of 
cuckoldom? And that ſhe has no remedy left 


but preces et lacryme, or an appeal to a ſu- 


preme court of judicature ? No leſs frivolous | 


are the arguments that are drawn from the 


general appellations and terms of huſband and 


wife. A huſband denotes ſeveral different ſorts 
of magiſtracy, according to the uſages and 


cuſtoms of different climates and countries. In 


ſome eaſtern nations it ſignifies a tyrant, with 


the abſolute power of life and death: In Tur- | 
| key it denotes an arbitrary governor, with pow-- 
er of perpetual impriſonment : In /zaly it gives 


the haſband the power of poiſon and padlocks : 


In the countries of England, France, and Hel- 


land, it has a quite different meaning, imply- 


ing a free and equal government, ſecuring to 
the wife in certain caſes the liberty of cuckol- 


dom, and the property of pin-money, and ſe- 


parate maintenance. So that the arguments 


drawn 
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drawn from the terms of huſband and wife 


are fallacious, and by no means fit to ſupport _ 
a tyrannical doctrine, as that of abſolute un · 
limited chaſtity, and conjugal fidelity. = 


The general exhortations to chaſtity in wives 
are meant only for rules in ordinary caſes, but 


they naturally ſuppoſe three conditions of abi · 
lity, juſtice, and fidelity in the huſband; ſuch 
an unlimited, unconditioned fidelity in the wife 
could never be ſuppoſed by reaſonable men; 


| it ſeems a reflection upon the ch ch, to charge 


her with doctrines that countenance oppreſ- 


ſion. 


This doctrine of te original right of cuc- 


koldom is congruous to the law of nature, 


which is ſuperior to all human laws; and for 
that I dare appeal to all wives: It is much to 
the honour of our Engli/h wives, that they 


have never given up that fundamental point ; 
and that though in former ages they were 


muſfed up in darkneſs and ſuperilition, yet 
that notion ſeemed evgraven on their minds, 
and the impreſſion ſo ſtrong, that nothing 
could impair it. 

""< — the illegality of cuckoldom, upon 
any pretence whatſoever, were to caſt odious 


colours upon the married ſlate, to blacken the 
neceſſary means of perpetuating families : Such 


laws can never be ſuppoſed to have been de- 


ſigned to defeat the very end of n 


23 
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the propagation of mankind. I call them ne- 


ceſſary means; for, in many caſes, what other 


means are left ? ? Such a doctrine wounds the 
honour of families, unſettles the titles to king- 


dams, honours, and eſtates ; for if the actions 


from which ſuch ſettlements ſpring were ille- 
gal, all that is built upon them muſt be fo 
too : But the laſt is abſurd, therefore the firſt 


muſt be ſo. likewiſe, What is the cauſe that 


Europe groans, at preſent, under the heavy 
load of a cruel and expenfive war, but the ty- 
. Tannical cuſtom. of a certain nation, and the 
ſcrupulous nicely of a filly queen *, in not ex- 


erciſing this indiſpenſable duty of cuckoldom, | 
8 4 the kingdom might have had an heir, 
and a controverted ſucceſſion might have been 
avoided ? Theſe are the effects of the narrow 
maxims of your clergy, That one muſt not do e- 


vil, that good may come of it. 


The ors of this indefealible right, ns T 


jus divinum of matrimony, do all in their 


hearts favour gallants, and the pretenders to 


married women; for if the true legal founda · 
tion of the married ſtate be once ſapped, and, 
inſtead thereof, tyrannical maxims introduced, 


— * 


whoſe death „ without inne, che war broke our. 


CLE. 


what f 


& 20 reg 


\* The queen of Cherler Il. of Spain, ven 


4B A7 


+ ry, or ſomething 
penſable duty of cuckoldom, I could 
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| what muſt follow, but clopements, inſtead of 


ſecret and peaceable cuckoldom ? 
From all that has been ſaid, one may clear- 
ly perceive the abſurdity of the doctrine of 


| this ſeditious, diſcontented, hot-headed, un- 
| gifted, — preacher, aſſerting, That 
the grand ſecurity of the matrimonial fate, 


and the pillar upon which it flands, is found - 


ed upon the wife's belief of an abſolute uncon- 


ditional fidelity to the huſband's bed: By 


which bold aſſertion, he ſtrikes at the root, 


digs the foundation, and removes the baſis up- 
on which the happineſs of a married ſtate is. 


| built. As for his perſonal reflections, I would 


adly know who are thoſe wanton wives he 
ks of ? who are thoſe ladies of bigh ſta- 


tions, that he fo boldly traduces in his fer- 
mon ? It is pretty plain who theſe afperſions. 


are aimed at, for which he deſerves the pillo- 
worſe, 

In confirmation of this doctrine of the indif- 
bring the 
example of the wiſelt wives in all ages, who 
by theſe means have preſerved their huſband's 
families from ruin and oblivion, by want of 
poſterity : But what has been ſaid, is a ſuffi» 
— ground for puniſkung this 5 
Þ 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


: The two great parties of * WIVES, the * Devo- | 


to's and the Hitts. 


HE dodrine of unlimited chaſtity and 1 
fidelity in wives, was univerſally eſpou- 


ſed by all huſbands; who went about the coun- 
try, and made che wives ſign papers, ſignify- 


ing their utter deteſtation and abhorrence of 
Mrs. Bull's wicked doctrine of the indiſpen- 


ſable duty of cuckoldom. Some yielded, o- 


thers refuſed to part with their native liberty ; 


which gave riſe to two great parties among 
the wives, the Devoto's and the Hitts, Tho? 


it muſt be owned, the diſtinction was more no- | 
minal than real; for the Devots's would abuſe | 


freedoms ſometimes ; and thoſe who were di- 
ſtinguiſhed by the name of Hitts, were often 


very honeſt. At the ſame time, there came 


out an ingenious treatiſe, with the title of 
Good advice to huſbands; in which they are 


counſelled, not to truſt too much to their wives 
_ owning the doctrine of unlimited conjugal fi- 


_— and ſo to * family duty, and a 
due 


— 


* Thoſe who were for 1 againl the doc- 
tine of non-ref, ſtance. | 


vo- 


was a vigorous conſtitution, 


* Amongſt other obſtacles to the t 
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due watchfulneſs over the manners of their 
wives ; that the greateſt ſecurity to huſbands 
good uſage of their 


wives, and keeping them from temptation ; 


many huſbands having been ſufferers by their 


truſting too much to general profeflions, as was 
exemplified in the caſe of a fooliſh and negli- 
gent huſband, who, truſting to the efficacy of 


this principle, was undone by his wife's elepe- 
ment from him, TE 


hs — ů 


CHAP. Xv. 


An account of the conference between Mrs. 
” Bull and Don Diego. 5 


1 T THE lawyers, as their laſt effort to put 


off the compoſition, ſent ® Don Diego 
to Fokn. Don Diego was a very worthy gen- 
tleman, a friend to John, his mother, and pre- 
ſent wife; and therefore ſuppoſed to have 


ſome influence over her : He had been ill uſed 


bimſelf, 


lh. 


—K 


was the oppoſition of the Earl of Nottingham, 
a tory nobleman, who had great-influence in 


1 the houſe of commons. 
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_ himſelf by Fobn's lawyers, but, becauſe of | 
ſome + animoſity to Sir Roger, was againſt 


the compoſition ꝓ. The conference between 


him and Mrs. Bull was word for word as fol- 1 


„ 
Don Diego. 
you can forget the honourable maxims of the 


family you are come of, and break your word 
wich three of the honeſteſt beſſ · meaning per- 


ſons in the world, Eſquire South, Frog, and 
Heocus, that have ſacrificed their interetts to 
yours ? It is baſe, to take advantage of their 
fimplicity and an and leave them in the 
lurch at laſt. 
Mrs. Bull, 
family in a bad condition; we have hardly mo- 
ney to go to market, and nobody will take 
our words for ſixpence. 
Eſquire South / My huſband took him in, a 
ty, ſnotty-nos'd boys. it was the buſineſs of 


half 


_ 


+ The. cauſe of his animoſity, from which | 


this conduct is ſuppoſed to proceed, was Mr. 
Harley's being choſen to ſucceed him as prin- 
cipal ſecretary of tate, when he was removed 
from that office in the year 1104. 

} He expoſtulated againſt the peace with 
great warmth in the — when the queen 
was preſent inceg. 


ls it poſſible, couſin Bull, that 


am ſure they have left my 


A very fine ſpark this | 


OO ůͤ 


whole 
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49 
half the ſervants to attend him, * the rogue 


did bawl and make ſuch a noiſe : Sometimes 
he fell in the fire and burnt his face, ſometimes 
broke his ſhins clambering over the benches, 
often piſs'd a-bed, and always came in ſo dir- 
ty, as if he had been dragged through the ken- 
nel at a boarding-ſchool. He loſt his money 
at chuck-farthing, ſhuMle-cap, and all fours ; 
ſold his books, pawned his linen, which we 
were always forced to redeem, Then the 
generation of him are fo in love with 
bagpipes and puppet-ſhews ! I wiſh you knew 
what my. huſband has paid at the paſtry-cook's 
and 22 s for Naples biſcuit, tarts, cu- 
ſtards, and ſweet - meats. All this while my huſ- 
dand conſidered him as a gentleman of a good 
family that had fallen into decay, gave him 
education, and has ſettled him in a | | 
creditable way of living, having procured him, 
by his intereſt, one of the beſt places of the 
country : And what return, think you, does 
this fine gentleman make us? He will hardly 
give me or 2 huſband a word, or a ei- 


"IO RIO i I Infbend of Sir and Madam 


Ee 
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z Something * to forms and titles, 
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(which, though I ſay it, is our due) he calls 
us Goody and Gafer ſuch-a-one; ſays, he did 
us a great deal of honour to board with us; 
huffs and dings at ſuch a rate, becauſe we will 
not ſpend the little we have left, to get him 
the title and eſtate of Lord Szratt ; and then, 


forſooth, we ſhall have the honour to be his | 


woollen-drapers. Beſides, Eſquire South will 
be Eſquire South ſtill ; fickle, proud, and in- 


1 If he behaves himſelf ſo when he | 
depends on us for his daily bread, can any | 


man ſay what he will do when he i is got above 
the world ? 1 


D. Diego. And would you loſe the honour 


of ſo noble and generous an undertaking ? 


Would you rather accept this ſcandalous com- 
poſition, and truſt * old rogue, Lewis Ba- 


boon ? 


M. Bull. Look you, friend Diego, if we | 


law it on till Lewis turns honeſt, I am afraid 
our credit will run low at Blackwell-hall, I 


wiſh every man had his own; but I ill ſay, | 
that Lord Strutt's money ſhines as bright, and | 


chinks as well as Eſquire South's. I don't 
know any other hold that we tradeſmen have 


of theſe great folks, but their intereſt ; buy | 
dear and fell cheap, and I'll warrant ye, you | 


will keep your cuſtomer. The worſt is, that 
Lord Strutt's ſervants have got ſuch a haunt 


: —_ that old rogue's ſhop, OI PER I 


© his utmoſt, 


of the unequal burden of the war, 
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us many a firkin of ſtrong beer to bring them 
back again; and the longer they are in a bad 
road, the harder it will be to get them out 
of it. 3 „„ 
D. Diego. But poor Frog, what has he 


done! On my conſcience, if there be an ho- 


neſt, ſincere man in the world, it is that Frog. 
Mrs, Bull, I think I need not tell you how 
much Frog has been obliged to our * family 
from his childhood ; he carries his head high 


now, but he had never been the man he is, 


without our help. Ever ſince the commence- 
ment of this law-ſuit, it has been the buſineſs - 
of Hocus, in ſharing our expences, to plead 


for Frag. Poor Frog (ſays he) is in hard 
&« circumſtances, he has a numerous family, 
« and lives from hand to mouth; his children 
© don't eat a bit of good victuals from one 
te year's end to the other, but live upon ſalt 
« herring, ſowre crud, and borecole; he does 
r fellow, to keep things even 
« in the world, and has exerted himſelf be- 
« yond his ability in this law-ſuit ; but he 


c really has not wherewithal to go on, What 
4 ſignifies this hundred pounds? place it up- 


* on your ſide of the accompt ; it is a great 


— 


+ On the other ſide, complaint was made 
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« deal to poor Frog, and a trifle to you.“ 
This has been Hocus's conſtant language, and 


T am ſure he has had obligations enough to us 


to have acted another part. i 


D. Diego. No doubt Hocus meant all this 


for the beſt, but he is a tender-hearted, cha- 


ritable man ; Frog is indeed in hard circum- | 


ſtances. e 

Mrs. Bull. Hard circumſtances! I ſwear 
this is provoking to the laſt degree. * All the 
time of the law-ſuit, as faſt as I have mort- 
gaged, Frog has purchaſed : From a plain 
tradeſman, with a ſhop, warehouſe, and a 
country hut, with a dirty fiſh-pond at the 


end of it, he is now grown a very rich coun- 
try gentleman, with a noble landed eſtate, no- 


ble palaces, manors, parks, gardens, and farms, 
finer than any we were ever maſter of, Is it 


not ſtrange, when my huſband diſburſed great 
| ſums every term, Frog ſhould be purchaſing 
ſome new farm or manor ? So that if this law- 


ſuit laſts, he will be far the richeſt man in his 
country. What is worſe than all this, he ſteals 
away my cuſtomers every day ; twelve of the 
richeſt and the beſt have left my ſhop by his 


perſuafion, 
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took in conſideration 


„ and of the acquiſitions of the Dutch in 
Flanders: During theſe debates, the houſe 


„F treaty which had been concluded by the 
Lord Townſhend, at the Hague, between the 
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perſuaſion, and whom, to my certain know- 
tedge, he has under bonds never to return a- 


gain: Judge you if this be neighbourly deal - 


. . 
D. Diego. Frog is indeed pretty cloſe in 


| his dealings, but very honeſt: You are ſo 


touchy, and take things ſo hotly, I am ſure 


there muſt be ſome miſtake in this. 


Mrs. Bull, A plaguy one indeed! You 


know, and have often told me of it, how He- 


cus and thoſe rogues kept my huiband 70% 
Bull drunk, for five years together, with punch 
and ſtrong waters; I am ſure he never went 
one night ſober to bed, till they got him to 


4 ſign the ſtrangeſt deed that ever you faw in 


your life. The methods they took to manage 
him [I'll tell you another time; at preſent, PI 
read only the writing, EET | 


ArTiICLES of AGREEMENT betwixt Jonn 
Burr, Clothier, and Nicnol As Froc, 
_ Ligen-draper ®. 5 


1. That for maintaining the ancient good 


}! correſpondence and friendſhip between the ſaid 


— — 
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parties, I Nicholas F. rog do ſolemnly enga Be | 
and promiſe to keep peace in John Bull's fa- | 


mily ; that neither his wife, children, nor ſer- 
vants give him any trouble, diſturbance, or 
moleſtation whatſoever, but to oblige them all 


to do their duty quietly in their reſpective ſta- 
tions. And whereas the ſaid John Bull, from 


the aſſured confidence that he has in my friend- 


ſhip, has appointed me executor of his laſt will 


and teſtament, and guardian to his children, 
I do undertake for me, my heirs and aſſigns, 
to ſee the ſame duly executed and performed, 
and that it ſhall be unalterable in all its parts 
by John Bull, or any body elſe: For that 


| purpoſe, it ſhall be lawful and allowable for 


me, to enter his houſe at any hour of the day 
or night, to break open bars, bolts, and doors, 
| Cheſts of drawers, and ſtrong boxes, in order 


ta. 


queen and the ſtates, in 1709, for ſecuring the | 


proteſtant ſucceſſion, and for ſettling a barrier 
for Holland againſt France : And it was re- 
ſolved, that ſeveral articles of this treaty were 


deſtructive to the trade and intereſt of Great 


Britain; that Lord Town/hend had no autho- 
rity to agree to them ; and that he, and all 


thoſe who adviſed ratifying the treaty, were 


enemies to their country. 
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| to ſecure the peace of my friend John Bulls 
family, and to ſee his will duly executed. 


II. In conſideration of which kind neigh- 


| bourly office of Nicholas Frog, in that he has. 
been pleaſed to accept of the aforeſaid truſt, 


I, John Bull, having duly conſidered, that 
my friend Nicholas Frog, at this time, lives 


in a marſhy ſoil, and unwholſome air, infeſt - 


ed with fogs and damps, deſtructive of the 
health of himſelf, wife, and children; do 


bind and oblige me, my heirs and aſſigns, to 
; purchaſe for the ſaid Nicholas Frog, with the 


beſt and readieſt of my caſh, bonds, mortga- 
ges, goods, and chattels, a landed eſtate, 


With parks, gardens, palaces, rivers, fields, 


and outlets, conſiſting of as large extent as 
the ſaid Nicholas Frog ſhall think fit. And 


| whereas, the ſaid Nicholas Frog is at preſent 
hemmed in too cloſe by the 


grounds of Lewis 
Baboon, malter of the ſcience of defence, 1, - 
the ſaid Fohn Bull, do oblige myſelf, with 
the readieſt of my caſh, to purciaſe and in- 
cloſe the ſaid grounds, for as many fields and 


| acres as the ſaid Nicholas ſhall think fit; to 


the intent that the ſaid Nicho/as may have 
free egreſs and regreſs, without lett or mo- 
leſtation, ſuitable to the demands of himſelf 
and family, ED 

III. Furthermore, the ſaid % Bull ob- 
7” himſelf, to make the country neighbours 
of Nicholas Frog allot a certain part of 


E z yearly, | 
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yearly rents, to pay for the repairs of che 
ſaid landed eſtate, to the intent that his good 


friend, Nicholas Frog, may be eaſed of all 


charges. 
IV. And whereas, the ſaid Nicholas F rog 
did contract with the deceaſt Lord Strutt, a- 


bout certain liberties, privileges, and immu- 


nities, formerly in the poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
John "Bull, I, the ſaid John Bull, do freely, 
by theſe preſents, renounce, quit, and make 


over to the ſaid Nicholas, the liberties, pri- 
vilegs, and immunities contraRed for, in as 
full a manner, as if chey never had delenged * 


to me. 


V. The ſaid John Bull obliges himſelf, his 


| heirs and aſſi not to ſell one rag of broad 
or coarſe clo * any gentleman within the 
nighbourhood 'of the ad Nicholas, exeept 
in ſuch quantities, and ſuch rates, as the ſaid 
Nicholas ſhall think fit. 


WMS rf Journ Burr. 
Nie. Fos. 


The T. of this paper put Mrs. Bull 
in ſuch a paſſion, that ſhe fell downright 


into a fit, and they were forced to give | 
her a good quantity of the ſpirit of hartſ- 


horn before ſhe recovered. | 


D, Dir. 


that letter. 


| [Reads the ſuperſcription] For Lewis FM 
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D. Diego. Why in ſuch a paſſion, couſin ? 
conſidering your circumſtances at that time, 
I don't think this ſuch an unreaſonable con- 
tract. You ſee Frog, for all this, is religi - 
ouſly true to his bargain ; he ſcorns to hear- 


| ken to any compoſition without your pri- 


vacy. TS | . | * 
Mrs. Bull, You know the * contrary. Read 


* 


maſter of the noble ſcience of defence 


I Underſtand that you are at thys time treat- 
ing with my friend 7h Bull, about re- 


ſtoring the Lord Strutt's cuſtom, and beſides 


allowing him certain privileges of parks and 
fiſh-ponds; I wonder how you, that are a 
man that knows the world, can talk with that 
ſimple fellow. He his been my bubble theſe 


_ |- twenty years; and, to my certain knowledge, 
* no more of his own affairs, than 
a child in 1 


g clothes. I 1 he has 
pragmatical filly jade of a 
A. . 


got a ſort of 


— 


P — 2 
1 
— Gong —_ — 


* In the meantime, the Dutch were fecret- 


—' 


Ss i= neontiAting with Fravce. | 
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wife, that pretends to take him out of my 
hands : But you and ſhe both will find your- 
ſelves miſtaken; I'll find thoſe that ſhall ma- 
nage her; and, for him, he dares as well be 
hanged, as make one ſtep in his affairs with- 
out my conſent. If you will give me what 
you promiſed him, I will make all things eaſy, 


ad and ſtop the deeds of ejectment againſt Lord 
BY - rt If you will not, take what follows: 
a good action againſt you, for | 


all have a 
Ftending to rob me of my bubble, Take 
mn 
| Your loving friend, 
\ 
\ 5 Nic. Fi ROG. 


I am told, couſin Diego, you are one of 


thoſe that have uiadertaken to manage ws 


and that you have ſanꝗ you will carry a 

— yourſelf, rather thien we ſhall make an 
of our law-ſuit : I'll Leach them and you 

too to manage. 


D. Diego. For God's falle, madam, why 


ſo choleric? 1 ſay this letter 2 forgery; 

it never entered into the head of that honeſt 

man, Nic. Frog, to do any ſuch thing. | 
Mrs. Bull. 3 abide you: You have 


g theſe twenty years at eſq uire South, 


Frog, and Hocus, calling them ro 


gues and 


Piek. pockets, ̃ 
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ok pockets, and now they are turned the 
honeſteſt fellows in the world, What 1 is the 
meaning of all this? 
D. Diego. Pray tell me how you came to 
employ this Sir Roger in your affairs, and not 
think of your old Fiend Diego ? : 
| Mrs. Bull. So, ſo, bi it pinches, To 
tell you truth, I have employed Sir Roger 
in ſeveral weighty affairs, and have found him 
truſty and honeſt, and the poor man always 


| feorned to take a farthing of me. I have a= 


bundance that profeſs great zeal, but they 
are damnable greedy of the pence, My huſ- 
band and I are now in ſuch circumſtances, 


that we muſt be ſerved upon chenper terms 1 


than we have been. | 
D. Diego. Well, couſin, I find I can do 
no good with you; I am ſorry that you will 
ruin yourſelf, by truſting this Sw Roger. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
How the guardians of the doninf Mrs. Bull” 


three daughters came to John, and what 


advice they gave bim wherein are briefly 
treated, the characters of the three daugh- 
ters: Alſo, John Bull s anſwer to the three 


| * *. 


Told you in a former chapter, chat Mrs. 


Bull, before ſhe departed this life, had | 
I need 
not here repeat their names, neither would I 
willingly uſe any ſcandalous reflections upon 

young ladies, whoſe reputations ought to be | 
os tenderly handled ; but the characters of 


bleſſed Jobn with three daughters. 


| thefe were ſo well known in the neighbour- 


hood, that it is = them no ory, | to make | | 


a ſhort deſcription of them, 


3 The eldeſt was a termagant, imperious, | 
. lewd, profligate wench, as ever | 
| Mets d: | 


She uſed to rantipole about the 
houſe, pinch the children, kick the ſervants, 


and 


— 


* The 8 in parliament, were, howe- 


ver, ſtill continued, 
Polemia, War. 


ö 


| 


“ Diſcordia, Faction. 
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| and torture the cats and the dogs: She would 


rob her father's ſtrong box, for money to give 
the young fellows that ſhe was fond of : She 
had a noble air, and ſomething great in her 
mien, but ſuch a noiſome infectious breath, 
as threw all the ſervants that dreſſed her, into 
conſumptions ; if ſhe ſmelt to the freſheſt noſe- 
y, it would ſhrivel and wither, as if it had 
been blighted : She uſed to come home in her 


cups, and break the china, and the looking- 


glaſſes; and was of ſuch an irregular temper, 


| and ſo entirely given up to her paſſion, that 
vou might argue as well with the North wind, 
as with her ladyſhip : So expenſive, that the 
| income of three dukedoms was not en 
ſupply her extrava 


h tao 
* ce. 3 her 

ſt, believing her to be his own, upon 
the body of Mrs. —_ ae 5 

The ſecond daughter, born a year after 
her ſiſter, was a peeviſh, froward, ill - condi- 
tioned creature as ever was, ugly as the devil, 


lean * ale, with ſaucer eyes, a ſnarp 
noſe, an n but active, ſpright- 


|| h. and diligent about her affairs. Her ill 


complexion was occaſioned by her bad diet, 


which was coffee, morning, noon, and night: 


She never reſted quietly a- bed; but uſed to di- 


8 


— 
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ſturb the whole family with ſhrieking out in her | 


dreams, and plague them next day with in» 


terpreting them; for ſhe took them all for 


rofpel : She would cry out murder, and di- 


b the whole neighbourhood; and when | 
John came running down ſtairs to enquire 
what the matter was, nothing, forſooth, on- 
ly her maid had ſtuck a pin wrong in her | 


wn': She turned away one ſervant for put- 


ting tos much oil in her ſalad, and another, 


for putting too little ſalt in her water-gruel ; 
but ſach as by flattery had procured her e- 
ſteem, ſhe would indulge 
Her father had two coachmen ; when one was 
in the coach-box, if the coach ſwung but the 


leaſt to one ſide, ſhe ufed to ſhriek ſo loud, 
that all the ſtreet concluded ſhe was overturn- 


ed; but, though the other was eternally 
drunk, and had overturned the whole family, 
ſhe was very an 


ſet the whole neighbourhood together by the 


ears; and this was the only diverſion ſhe took | 


| 23 in. She never went abroad, but ſhe 
brought home ſuch a bundle of monſtrous 


lies, as would have amazed any mortal, bur 
ſuch as knew her: Of a whale that had fwal- | 


lowed a fleet of ſhips ; of the lions being let 
out of the Tower, to deſtroy the proteſtant 


in the greateſt crime, | 


with her father for turn- | 
ing him away. Then ſhe uſed to carry tales | 
and tories from one to another, till ſhe had | 


man, that was going to ſhove 
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religion; of the pope's being ſeen in a brandy | 
ſhop at Wapping ; and of a 3 ſtrong 
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own the cu- 
pola of St. Pauli; of three millions of fiye 
pound pieces that Eſquire Sou1h had found un- 
der an old wall; of blazing ſtars, flying dra- 

;, arid abundance of ſuch ſtuff, All the 
ſervants in the family made high court to her, 
for ſhe domineered there, and turned out and 
in whom ſhe pleaſed ; only there was an old 
grudge between her and Sir Roger, whom ſhe 


| mortally hated, and uſed to hire fellows to 
| ſquirt kennel water upon him, as he paſſed 


along the ſtreets; ſo that he was forced con- 
ſtantly to wear a ſurtout of oiled cloth, by 


which means he came home pretty clean, ex- 


cept where the ſurtout was a little ſcanty. 
As for the third, ſhe was a thief, and a 


common mercenary proſtitute, and that with- 


out any ſolicitation from nature, for ſhe own- 
ed ſhe had no enjoyment. She had no reſpect 
of perſons; a prince or a porter was all one, 
according as they paid ; yea, ſhe would leave 

he fineſt gentleman in the world, to go to 
an ugly pocky fellow for ſixpence more. In 


the practice of her profeſſion, ſhe had at 
5 rail magazines of aff forts of things; 6 


| Ee 


4 [ 5 : 


5 , | true, Ufary, 


The Hisrory 7 


64 


had ahve five hundred ſuits of fine clothes, | 


and yet went abroad like a cinder-wench : 


She robbed and ſtarved all the ſervants, ſo 


that nobody could live near her. 
So much for John's three daughters, which, 


you will ſay, were rarities to be fond of: Yet Þ 


nature will ſhew itſelf. Nobody could blame 
their relations for taking care of them; and 
therefore it was, that Hocus, with two other 
of the 
take care of the intere 


of the three girls, 


and give John their beſt advice, before he com- 


* the law- ſuit. 


Hocus, What makes you ſo ſhy of late, my 
good friend ? There's nobody loves you better 
than I, nor has taken more pains in your af- | 
As I hope to be ſaved, I would do any | 


fairs : 
thing to ſerve you; I would crawl upon all- 


four to ſerve you; I have ſpent my health | 
I have, | 


and paternal eſtate in your ſervice. 
indeed, a ſmall pittance left, with which I 
might retire, and with as 


brought the cauſe to the laſt ſtroke, that one 
verdict more had quite ruined old Lei and 


guardians, thou ght it their duty to | 


a conſcience | 
as any man; but the thoughts of this dif- 
graceful compoſition ſo touches 'me 'to the | 
quick, that I cannot ſleep. After I had | 


_—_— 


Lord Strutt, and put you in the quiet poſ- 


feflion of every thing, then to compound ! | 


I cannot bear it, This cauſe was my favou- 


_ rite, | 


3 his ears ſhall pay for his perjuries 
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rite, I had ſet my heart upon it; it is like an 


7 child; I cannot endure it ſhould miſcar- 
3 God' s ſake, conſider only to what 


a diſmal condition old Lewis is brought. He 
is at an end of all his caſh; his attorneys have 
hardly one trick left; 


they are at an end of 


all their chicane ; beſides, he has both his 


law and his daily bread now upon truſt, 


Hold out only one term longer, and I'll war- 
rant you, before the uext, we {hall have him 

in the Fleet. lll bring him to the pillory, 
For the 


love of God don't compound; let me be 


| damn'd if you have a friend in the world that 
loves you better than I; there is nobody can 


ſay I am covetous, or that I have any interelt 


to purſue but yours. 


2d Guardian. There is nothing ſo plain, | 
as that this Lewis has a deſign to ruin all his 
8 tradeſmen; and, at this time, 
he has ſuch a prodigious income by his trade 


| of all kinds, that if there is not ſome ſtop put 


to his exorbitant riches, he will monopolize 
every thing; nobody will be able to fell a 
yard of drapery, or mercery ware, but him- 
ſelf. I then hold it adviſable that you con- 
tinue the law-ſuit, and burſt him at once. 
My concern for the three poor motherleſs chil- 


Z ren, obliges me to give you ny advice; for 


F2 their 
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their eſtates, Poor girls ! depend upon the ſuc- 
ceſs of this cauſe, 


2d Guardian. I own this wit of ejetment 


has coſt dear; but then conſider it is a jewel. 


well worth the purchaſing at the price of all 


you have. None but Mr. Bul/s declared e- 


nemies can ſay, he has any other ſecurity for 
His clothing -· trade, bat the ejectment of Lord 


Strutt. The only queſtion, then, that re- 


mains to be decided, is, Who ſhall ſtand the 
expences of the ſuit? To which the anſwer is 


as plain, Who but he that is to have the ad- 


vantage of the ſentence ? When Eſquire South | 


has got poſſeſſion of his title and honour, is 


not ohn Bull to be his clothier? Who then, 


but 7042, ought to put him in poſſeſſion ? Aſk 


but any indifferent gentleman, who ought to 


bear his charges. at law ? and he will readily 
anſwer, his tradeſmen. I do therefore afhrm, 
and I will go to death with it, that, being 
his clothier, you ought to put him in quiet 


poſſeſſion of his eſtate, and, with the ſame 


generous ſpirit you have begun it, complete the 
good work. If you perſiſt in the bad meaſures 
you are now in, what mult become of the three 
poor orphans ? My heart bleeds for the poor 
girls. | „ 

Fobn Bull. You are all very eloquent per- 


ſons; but give me leave to tell you, you ex- | 
preſs a great deal more concern for the three 
15 . Zirls, 
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girls, than for me: I think my intereſt ought. 


to be conſidered in the firſt place. As for you, 
Hocus, I can't but ſay you have managed my 


 law-ſuit with great addreſs, and much to my 
| Honour ; and though I ſay it, you have been. 
well paid for it. 
taken off Frog's back, and laid upon my ſhoul- 


Why muſt the burden be 


ders ? He can drive about his own parks and 
fields in his gilt chariot, when I have been 
forced to mortgage my eſtate : His note will 
go farther than my bond. Is it not matter 
of fact, that from the richeſt tradeſman in all 
the country, I am reduced to beg and borrow 


from ſcriveners and uſurers, that ſuck the 


heart, blood, and guts out of me ? and what 


is all this for? Did you like Frog's counte- 
nance better than mine? Was not | your old 


friend and relation ? Have I not preſented you. 
nobly ? Have I not clad your whole family? 
Have you not had an hundred yards at a time 


of the fineſt cloth in my ſhop? Why muſt the 


reſt of the tradeſmen be not only inderantfied 


from charges, but forbid to go on with their 


own buſineſs, and what is more their concern 


| than mine? As to holding out this term, I 


appeal to your own conſcience, has not that 
been your conſtant ditcourſe theſe ſix years, 
One term more, and old Lewis goes to pot? 
If thou art ſo fond of my cauſe, be generous 
for once, and lend me a brace of thouſands. 
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Ah Hocus ! Hocus ! T know thee, not a fous | 


to ſave me from gaol, I trow, Look ye, gen- 


tlemen, I have lived with credit in the world, | 


and it grieves my heart, never to ſtir out of 


my doors, but to be pulled by the ſleeve by | 


ſome raſcally dun or other: Sir, remember 
ny bill: There's a ſmall concern of a thouſand 


pounds, I hope you think on't, Sir. And to 
have theſe uſurers tranſa& my debts at coffee- 


Houſes, and ale-houſes, as if I were going to 
break up ſhop. Lord! that ever the rich, the 


32 John Bull clothier, the envy of all 


is neighbours, ſhould be brought to com- 


pound his debts for five ſhillings in the pound; 
and to have his name in an advertiſement for 
a ſtatute of bankrupt! The thought of it 


makes me mad. I have read ſomewhere in 


the Apocrypha, That one ſhould not conſult = 


ewith 4 woman touching her of whom fhe is 


Jealous ; nor with a merchant concerning ex- 


change; nor with a buyer of ſelling ; nor with 
an unmerciful man of kindneſs, &c. I could 
have added one thing more, Nor with an at- 
torney, about compounding a law-ſuit. The 
ejectment of Lord Strutt will never do. The 
evidence is crimp ; the witneſſes ſwear back - 


wards and forwards, and contradict them- | 


| ſelves; and his tenants ſtick by him. One 
tells me that I muſt carry on my ſuit, becauſe 
Lewis is poor ; another, becauſe he is ſtill too 


* 


| 
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rich: whom ſhall I believe? I am ſure of one 


| thing, that a penny in the purſe is the beſt 
friend John can have at laſt; and who can ſay 


that this will be the laft ſuit I ſhall be engaged 


in? Beſides, if this ejectment were practi- 


cable, is it reaſonable, that when Eſquire South 
is loſing his money to ſharpers and pick-pockets, 
oing about the country with fiddlers and buf- 


| foons, and ſquandering his income with hawks 
and dogs, I ſhould lay out the fruits of my 
| Honeſt induſtry in a law-ſuit for him, only up- 


on the hopes of being his clothier ? And when 


the cauſe is over, I thall not have the benefit 


of my projet for want of money to go to 


market. Look ye, gentlemen, John Bull is 
but a plain man; but John Bull knows when 


he is ill uſed, I know the infirmity of our fa- 
mily ; we are apt to play the boon-compa- 
nion, and throw away our money in our cups : 
But it was an unfair thing in you, gentlemen, 


to take advantage of my weakneſs, to keep a 


parcel of roaring bullies about me day and 
night, with huzza's and hunting-horns, and 
ringing the changes on butchers cleavers, ne- 
ver let me cool, and make me ſet my hand to 


Papers, when I could hardly hold my pen. 


There will come a day of reckoning for all 


| that proceeding. In the mean-time, gentle- 
men, I beg you will let me into 2 


Itttle, 


„ „ 
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little, and chas you will not grudge me the 
mall remainder of a very great eſtate. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Eſquire South's meſſage and letter to Mrs. 


Bull, 
EE * uſed PS. Hocus and the 


reit of the guardians, had hitherto pro- 
9 inſufficient“: John and his wife could 

not be perſuaded to bear the expence of Eſquire 

South's law- ſuit. They thought it reaſonable, 


that ſince he was to have the honour and ad- 
vantage, he ſhould bear the greateſt ſhare of 


the charges; and retrench what he loſt to 
ſharpers, and ſpent upon country-dances, and 


puppet-plays, to apply it to that uſe. This 
was not very grateful to the eſquire; there- 


fore, as he lalt experiment, he reſolved to 


ſend 


— ꝑ — — — — . — — — << ow ” — 


* But as all attempts of the. party, to 8 5 


clude the treaty, were ineffectual, and com- 


plaints were made of the deficiencies of the 


Houſe of Auſtria, the neh. ſent a * 
* 8 


he 
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fend Signior Benenato +, maſter of his for- 
hounds, to Mrs. Bull, to try what he 


could do with her. This Signior Benenato 


had all the qualities of a fine gentleman, that 
were fit to charm a lady's heart; and if any 
perſon in the world ceuld have perſuaded her, 


it was he, But ſuch was her unſhaken fideli- 
ty to her huſband, and the conſtant purpoſe 


of her mind to purſue his intereſt, that the 


moſt refined arts of gallantry that were prac- 
tiſed, could not ſeduce her heart. The neck- 


laces, diamond croffes, and rich bracelets that 


| were offered, ſhe rejected with the utmoſt ſcorn 


and diſdain. The muſic and ſerenades that 
were given her, ſounded more ungratefully in 
her ears than the noiſe of a ſcreech-owl ; how- 


ever, ſhe received Eſquire South's letter by the 
hands of Signior Benenalo, with that reſpect 


which became his quality. The copy of the 
letter is as follows, in which you will obſerve 
he changes a little * uſual ſtyle. 


M44 My | 
T HE writ of ejectment ail Philip Ba- 
boen, (pretended Lord Strutt) is juſt rea- 


. dy to pak. 1 want but a few neceſſary 


— 


+ Prince Engene, urging the continuance 


| of the war, and _— to bear a 5 Z 
5 « the expence. | 
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forms, and a verdict or two more, to put me 
in the quiet poſſeſſion of my honour and eitate : 
I queſtion not, but that. according to your 
wonted generoſity and goodneſs, you will give. 
it the finiſhing ſtroke ; an honour that I would 
grudge any body but yourſelf, In order to 

eaſe you of tome part of the charges, I pro- 
miſe to furniſh pen, ink, and paper, provided 
you pay for the ſtamps. Beſides, I have or- 
dered my ſtewards to pay out of the readieſt 
and beſt of my rents, five pounds ten ſhillings. 


as: year, till my ſuit is finiſhed, I wiſh you | 


| health and happineſs, being, with due * 1 
 Mavan, 
Your aſſured friend, 


SOUTH: 


What anſwer Mrs, Bull returned to this iet 
ter, you ſhall know in my ſecond part, only 
chey were at a pretty diſtance in their 
propoſals; for as Eſquire South only offered 
to be at the charges of pen, ink, and paper, 


Mrs. Bull refuſed any more chan to lend her 


| bt * to carry his council to Weſtminſler- 
ball. | 


This urn was, however, thought 
to be ſo inconſiderable, that the letter produ- 


ced no other effect, than the eonvoy of the | 


forces by the E "gli fleet to Barcelona. 


Lato is 4 Bottomleſs Pit. | 
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| the public at once. 
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0 PART SECOND. 


The Ponttznun's P R E F Ac E. 


T HE world is much indebted to the fa- 
mous Sir Humphry Poleſworth, for his 
ingenuous and impartial account of Jahn 
| Bull's law-ſuit ; yet there is juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint againſt him, in that he relates it only 
by parcels, and won't give us the whole work : 
This forces me, who am only the publiſher, 
to beſpeak the aſſiſtance of his friends and ac- 
quaintance to engage him to lay afide that 
ſtingy humour, and 22 the curioſity of 
pleads in excuſe, chat 
| they are only private _— wrote for his 


om 
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ovn uſe, in a looſe ſtyle, to ſerve as a help to 


his ordinary converſation *, I repreſented to 


him the good reception the firſt part had met 
with; that though calculated only for the me- 
ridian of Grubſtreet, it was yet taken notice 
of by the better ſort; that the world was now 
_ ſufficiently acquainted with 70% Bull, and in- 
tereſted itſelf in his concerns. He anſwered 
with a ſmile, that he had indeed ſome triflin 
things to impart that concerned John Bull's 
relations and domeſtic affairs; if theſe would 
ſatisfy me, he gave me free leave to make uſe 
of them, becauſe they would ſerve to make 
the hiſtory of the law-ſuit more intelligible, 
When [I had looked over the manuſcript, I 
found likewiſe ſome farther account of the 


compoſition, which perhaps may not be un- 


acceptable to ſuch as have read the former 


CHAP. 


. — — 
—— 


6 This excuſe of Sir Humphry can only re- 
late to the ſecond part, or ſequel of the hi- 
tory, See the preface to the firlt part, 
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De character of + John Bulls mzther. 


” OHN had a mother, whom he loved and 


honoured extremely, a diſcreet, grave, ſo- 


ber, good-conditioned, cleanly old gentlewo- 


man as ever lived; ſhe was none of your croſs- 


grain'd, termagant, ſcolding jades, that one 


| had as good be hanged as live in the houſe 
with, ſuch as are always cenſuring the con- 
duct, and telling ſcandalous ſtories of their 


neighbours, extolling their own good quali- 


ties, and undervaluing thoſe of others. On 


the contrary, ſhe was of a meek ſpirit ; and 


as ſhe was ſtrictly virtuous herſelf, ſo ſhe al- 
ways put the beſt conſtruction upon the words 
and actions of her neighbours, except where 


they were irreconcilable to the rules of ho- 


neſty and decency. She was neither one of 
your preciſe prudes, nor one of your fantaſti- 
cal old belles, that dreſs themſelves like girls 
of fifteen; as ſhe neither wore a ruff, forehead- 
cloth, nor high-crowned hat; ſo ſhe had laid 


aſide feathers, flowers, and crimpt ribbons in 
her head- dreſs, furbelo-ſcarfs, and hooped- 


G 2 petticoats. 


—— 


+ The church of England, 
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coats. She ſcorned to patch and paint, yet P 
ſhe loved to keep her hands and her face clean, N 
Though ſhe wore no flaunting laced ruffles, ſhe T 
would not keep herſelf in a conſtant feat with | 8 
greaſy flannel : Though her hair was not tuck | d. 
with jewels, ſhe was not aſhamed of a dia- a 
mond croſs; fhe was not like ſome ladies, hung 711 
About with toys and trinkets, tweezer-caſes, de 
pocket-glaſſes, and eſſence - bottles; ſhe uſed | M 
only a gold watch and an almanack, to mark | a 


the hours and the holy-days. 13 
Her furniture was neat *__ enteel, well. | ha 
| fancied, with a hon godt. affected not | Je 


the grandeur of a tate Ty a canopy, ſhe | 0 
thought there was no offence in an elbow- | 
chair; ſhe had laid aſide your carving,. gild- | th: 
ing, and japan work, as being too apt 1 
ther dirt? but ſhe never could be prev | 
upon to part with plain wainſcot and clean 
hangin There are ſome. ladies that affect con 
to ell a Rink in every thing: they are al- rh 
ways highly perfumed, and continually burn. | tha 
ing frankincenſe in their rooms; ſhe was a- te\ 
bove ſuch affectation, yet ſhe never would lay | by 

aſide the uſe of brooms and ſcrubbing-bruſhes, | r 
and ſerupled not to lay her linen in freſh la- | and 
vender, cha 

She was no leſs genteel i in her behaviour, | 

well-bred, without affetation, in the due 
mean between one of your affected curt'ſying | 
| Pieces 
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pieces of formality, and your romps that have 
no regard to the common rules of civility. 
There are ſome ladies that affect a mighty re- 
gard for their relations; Ve muſt not eat to- 
day, for my uncle Tom, or my couſin Betty 
died this time ten years : Let's have a ball ta: 


night, it is my neighbour uch-a-one s birth- 
day ; The looked upon all this as grimace ; yet 


10 conſtantly obſerved her huſband's birthj- 


day, her wedding-day, and ſome few more. 

Though ſhe was a truly good woman, and 
had a ſincere motherly love for her ſon Jchn, 
yet there wanted not thoſe who endeavoured 
to create a miſunderſtanding between them 
and they had ſo far prevailed with him once, 
that he turned her out of doors , to his great 
ſorrow, as he found afterwards, for his affairs 


went on at fixes and ſevens. 


She was no leſs judicious in the turn of her 
converſation, and choice of her ftudies,. in 


which ſhe far exceeded all her ſex; your rakes 


that hate the company of all ſober, grave gen- 
tlewomen, would bear hers; and the would, 
by her handſome manner of proceeding, ſoon- 


err reclaim them, than ſome that were more ſour 


and reſerved ; ſhe was a zealous preacher up of 


chaſtity, and conjugal fidelity in wives, and. 


G 3 by 


In the rebellion of 1641. 
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by no means a friend to the new-fangled doe - L 


vine of the indiſpenſable duty of cuckoldom : 

| Though ſhe advanced her opinions with a be- 
coming aſſurance, yet ſhe never uſhered them 
* as ſome poſitive creatures will do, with 


dogmatical aſſertions, This is infallible; 1 


cannot be miſtaken ; none but a rogue can de- 


ny it. It has been öbſerved, that ſuch people | 


are oftner in the wrong than any body. 
Though the had a thouſand * qualities, 


ſhe was not without her faults; amongſt which 
ane might, perhaps, reckon too great lenity to 


her ſervants, to whom. ſhe always gave good 
counſel], but often too gentle correction. I 
thought I could not ſay leſs of 7ohn Bull's 
mother, becauſe ſhe bears a pare in the fol- 
—_— tranſactions. 


„„ 


CHAP. UI. 


The character of John Bull's of + fer Peg, 
avith the quarrels that happened between 
© _ and miſs in their childhood. 


TOHN had a ſiſter, a poor girl that had 


been LIE + at n any body would 


have 


* 


* The nation and church of Scotland. 
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| have gueſſed miſs to have been bred up under 
the influence of a cruel Rep-dame, and Jobu 


to be the fondling of a tender mother. John 
looked ruddy and plump, with a pair of cheeks 


E like a trumpeter ; miſs looked pale and wan, 


as if ſhe had the green-ſickneſs; and no won- 


der, for John was the darling, he had all the 

good bits, was crammed with good pullet, 

chicken, pig, gooſe, and capon, while miſs. 

| Had only a little oatmeal] and water, or a dry 
ceruſt without butter. Jen had his golden 

pippins, peaches, and nectarines; 
_ crab-apple, ſloe, or a blackberry. Maſter lay 


poor miſs a, 


in the beſt a t, with his bed-chamber 
towards the ſouth: fun, Miſs lodged in a gar- 


K ret, expoſed to the north wind, which ſhrivel- 
led her countenance ; however, this uſage, 


though it ſtunted the girl in her growth, gave 
her a hardy conſtitution; ſhe had life and ſpi- 


rit in abundance, and knew when ſhe was ill - 


uſed : Now and then ſhe would feize upon 
John's commons, ſnatch a leg of a pullet, or 
a bit of good beef, for which they were ſure 
to go to fiſty-cuffs. Maſter was indeed too 
ſtrong for her, but miſs would not yield in 

the leaſt point, but even when maſter had got 


her down, ſhe would ſcratch and bite like a 
tyger ; when he gave her a cuff on the ear, 
ſhe would prick him with her knitting-needle : 
Jobn brought a great chain one day to * 
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her to the bed · poſt, for which affront, miſs 


aimed a pen-knife at his heart“. In ſhort, 
theſe quarrels grew up to rooted averſions, 


they gave one another nick- names, ſhe called 
him gundy- guts, and he called her /oufy Peg: 


though the girl was a tight clever wench as 
any was, and through her pale looks you 


might diſcern ſpirit and vivacity, which made 
her not, indeed, a perfect beauty, but ſome- 


thing that was agreeable. It was barbarous 


in parents, not to take notice of theſe early 


quarrels, and make them live better together, 
ſuch domeſtic feuds proving afterwards the oc-. 
caſion of misfortunes to them both. Peg had, | 

indeed, ſome odd humours and comical anti- 


pathy, for which 7ohn would jeer her. 


« What think you of my ſiſter Peg (ſays a 


that faints at the ſound of an organ, 
yet will dance and friſk at the noiſe of a 


« bag-pipe? What's that to you, gundy-guts, 


«« (quoth Peg) every body's to chuſe their own 


& muſic.” Then Peg had taken a fancy not 


to ſay her — which made people 


imagine | 


0 Mews VIII. to unite the two 4 


under one ſovereign, offered his daughter 
Mary to James V. of Scotland ; this offer 


was rejected, and followed by a war: To this. 


vent probably the author alludes, 
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imagine ſtrange things of her. Of the three 


| brothers that have made ſuch a clutter in the 


world, Lord Peter, Martin, and Jack ; * Fack 
had of late been her inclinations : Lord Peter 
ſhe deteſted;; nor did Martin ſtand much bet- 
ter in her good graces, but Jack had found 
the way to her heart. I have often admired 
what charms. ſhe diſcovered in that awkward 
booby, till I talked with a perſon. that was ac- 
2 with the intrigue, who gave me the 
following account of it. = 


— — — — ä Is 


Enary. 6. 


4. Jack's orc. or the axubed by witch bo 
Gn ds gained Peg's heart. | 


| TN the firſt place, Jack was a very young 


fellow, by much the youngeſt of the three 
brothers, and people, indeed, wondered how 
ſuch a young upſtart jackanapes ſhould grow 
I and ſaucy, and take ſo much upon 
im. 
Fack bragged of greater abilities than other 
men; he was well-gifted, as he pretended; 1 


_— 


— 


Love of preſbytery. . 
Charader of the preſbyterians, 
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need not tell you what ſecret influence that 
has upon the ladies. 


Zack had a moſt ſcandalous tongue, and 


perſuaded Peg, that all mankind, befides him- 
ſelf, were poxed by that ſcarlet-faced whore 
* Signiora Bubonia. As for his brother, 
« Lord Peter, the tokens were evident on 
* him, blotches, ſcabs, and the corona: His 
4 brother Martin, thongh he was not quite 
© ſo bad, had ſome nocturnal pains, which 
* his friends pretended were only ſcorbutical ; 
% but he was ſure it proceeded from a wor ſe 


© cauſe” By ſuch malicious inſinuations, he 


had poſſeſſed the lady, that he was the .only 
ma in the world, of a ſound, pure, and un- 


_ tainted conſtitution : Though there were ſome | 
that ſtuck not to ſay, that Signiora Bubonia | 
ay Zack railed at one another, only the bet- 


to hide an intrigue ; and, that Zack had 
— found with Signiora under his cloak, car- 
rying her home in a dark ſtormy night. 
Fack was a prodigious ogler ; he would 
ogle you the outſide of his eye inward, and 
the white upward. 


Jack gave himſelf out for a man of a great 


eſtate in the fortunate iſlands ; of which - the 


_ ſole property was veſted in his perſon : By 


this 


_— 


— 


The whore of Babylon, or the Pope. 


prince, he always 


this trick, he cheated abundance of poor people 


of ſmall ſums, pretending to make over plan- 
tations in the ſaid iſlands ; but when the poor 
wretches came there with Jack's grant, they 


| were beat, mocked, and turned out of doors, 


I told you that Peg was whimſical, and lo- 
ved any thing that was particular : In that 
way, Jack was her man, for he neither 
thought, ſpoke, dreſſed, nor ated like other 
mortals : He was for your bo/d ſtrokes ; he 
railed at fops, though he was himſelf the moſt 


affected in the world; inſtead of the common 
| faſhion, he would viſit his miſtreſs in a mourn- 


ing-cloak, band, ſhort cuffs, and a peaked 
beard, He invented a way of coming into a 


room backwards, which he ſaid, ſhewed more 
_ | humility, and leſs affectation: Where other 
people ſtood, he fat ; where they ſat, he ſtood ; 


when he went to court, he uſed to kick away 


| the ſtate, and fit down by his prince cheek by 


jole : Confound theſe flates (ſays he), they are 
a modern invention: When he ſpoke to his 
turned his br-—ch upon 


him: If he was adviſed to faſt for his health, 
he would eat roaſt-beef; if he was allowed a 
more plentiful diet, then he would be ſure, 
_ | that day, to hve upon water-gruel ; he would 
wy — a wedding, laugh and make jeſts at a 


He 
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He was no leſs ſingular in his opinions; 


| you would have burſt your ſides to hear him 


talk of politics: All government (fays he) 


is founded upon the right diſtribution of 


* puniſhments ; decent executions keep the 


* workd in awe; for that reaſon, the ma- 
* jority of mankind ought to be hanged eve- 


& ry year. For example, I ſuppoſe the ma- | 
& piftrate ought to pafs an irreverſible ſen- 
__ * tence upon all —— children from the 


« cradlef; but that there may be ſome fhew 
« of juſtice in this proceeding, theſe children 
«© ought to be trained up by maſters appomt- 

_ « ed for that purpoſe, to all forts of villany ; 


* that they may deferve their fate, and the | 
execution of them may t 
& of terror to the reſt of mankind.” As to 


the of pardons, he had this gage 
rad ey, That when theſe wretches had the 


rope about their necks, it ſhould be enquired, 

who believed they ſhould be hanged, — who 
net? The firſt were to be pardoned, the laſt 
hanged ont-right. Sueh as were once par- 


_ were never to be 3 afterwards | 


for 


* Abſolute predeſtination. 
+ Reprobation, 


1 Saving faith; a debef that one ſhall « cer- 
vu be ſaved. 


—_———— WO _ 


| 
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for any crime whatſoever *. He had ſuch {kill 


in phyſiognomy, that he would pronounce 


peremptorily upon a man's face, That fellow 


(fays he), do what he will, cannot avoid bang- 
ing; be has a hanging look. By the ſame art, 


he would prognoſticate a principality to a 
ſcoundrel. 50 = 85 
He was no leſs particular in the choice of 


| His ſtudies; they were generally bent towards 
| exploded chimera's, + the perpetuum mobile. 
tze circular ſhot, philoſopher's ſtone, ſilent 


gun-powder, making chains for fleas, nets for 
flies, and inſtruments to unravel cobwebs, and 
ſplit hairs, „„ 


Thus, I think, I have given a diſtin& ac- 


count of the methods he practiſed upon Peg. 
| Her brother would now and then aſk her, 


«© What a devil do'ſt thou ſee in that prag- | 


« matical coxcomb, to make thee ſo in love 
„ with him? he is a fit match for a taylor or 


% a ſhoemaker's daughter, but not for you 
«© that are a gentle woman.“ Fancy is free 


„ (quoth Peg) I'll take my own way; do you 


© take yours. I do not care for your flaunt- 


ing beaus, that gang with their breaſts o- 
© pen, and their ſarks over their waiſtcoats, 


H „ 


— — 


— 


8 
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that accoſt me with ſet ſpeeches out of Sid. 
%% ney's Arcadia, or the Academy of compli- 
ment. Jact is a ſober, grave young 


man; though he has none of your ſtudied 


8 harangues, his meaning is ſincere: He has 


«« a great regard to his father's will; and he | 
“ that ſhews himſelf 3 good ſon, will make 


% a good huſband; befides, I know he has 
the original deed of conveyance to the fortu- 


« nate iſlands; the others are counterfeits.” | 


There is nothing ſo obſtinate as a young lady 
in her amours ; the more you croſs her, the 
worſe the 1 wn. 


| How the relations reconciled John and his A. 
ier Peg, and what return Peg made to 
John's meſage *. 


TOHN BULL, otherwiſe a good-natured | 
man, was very hard-hearted to his ſiſter 
Peg, chiefly from an averſion he had con- 


ceived in his infancy, — he flouriſhed, 


— — 


* The treaty of union between E W 
and Scotiand. © . ; 


kept 


kept a warm houſe, and drove a plentiful 


trade, poor Peg was forced to go hawking 
and peddling about the ſtreets, ſelling knives, 


| ſeiſſars, and ſhoe-buckles; now and then car- 


ried a baſket of fiſh to the market; ſewed, 
ſpun, and knit for a livelihood, till her finger- 
ends were ſore; and, when ſhe could not get 


bread for her family, ſhe was forced to hire 
them out at journey-work to her neighbours. 
Yet, in theſe her poor circumitances, {he ſtill 
preſerved the air and mien of a gentlewoman ; 


a certain decent pride, that extorted reſpect 


from the haughtieſt of her neighbours ; When 
| ſhe came into any full aſſembly, ſhe would 
not yield the pas to the beſt of them. If one 


aſked her, Are not you related to Fohn Bull? 


Les, (ſays ſhe) he has the honour to be my 
brother.“ So Peg's affairs went, till all 


the relations cried out ſhame upon 7, 


for his barbarous uſage of his own fleſh and 


blood; that it was an eaſy matter for him to 
put her in a creditable way of living, not on- 
ly without hurt, but with advantage to him- 
ſelf, being ſhe was an induſtrious pepſon, and 


might be ſerviceable to him in his way of bu- 


ſinels. Hang her, jade, (quoth 7ohn) I can- 
not endure her, as long as ſhe keeps that raſ- 


cal Jack's company. They told him, the way 


to reclaim her, was to take her into his houſe ; 


that, by converſation, the childiſh humours 
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of their younger days might be worn out. 
Theſe arguments were enforced by a certain 
incident. It happened, that Joh» was at that 


time about making his * will, and entailing 
his eſtate, the very ſame in which Nic. Frog 


is named executor, Now, his ſiſter Peg's 
name being in the entail, he could not make 


a thorough ſettlement without her conſent. 
There was, indeed, a malicious ſtory went a- 
bout, as if 70% 's laſt wife had fallen in love | 
with Jack as he was + eating cuſtard on horſe- 


back; that ſhe perſuaded 7ehz to take his 
ſiſter into the houſe, the better to drive on 


the intrigue with Jack, concluding he would 


follow his miſtreſs Peg. All I can infer from 


| this ſtory, is, that when one has got a bad 
character in the world, people will report and 


believe any thing of one, true or falſe. But, 


to return to my * when "YE received 


- * 


|  ® The ſucceſſion to the crown having been 
ſettled by act of parliament in Exgland, upon 


the Houſe of Hanover, and no ſuch act ha- 
ving paſſed in Scotland, then a ſeparate king - 


dom, it was thought a proper time to com- 


plete the union which had been often at- 
rempted, and which was recommended to the 
Scots by King William III. 

T A T ers mayer of London, 


wo — — 


2 
. 


＋ — — 


John's meſſage, ſhe huffed and ſtormed like 
the devil : * My brother 7% (quoth ſhe) 
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„ and gear that his forefathers won with the 


_ fideration for my conſent. He wants my 


in his park-wall: Ye may een tell him, 


markets, making fooliſh bargains in his 


little 1 have is free, and I can call it my 
awn; Hame's hame, let it be never {fo 


JOHN BULL. 91 


is grown wondrous kind-hearted all of a 
ſudden, but I meikle doubt, whether it be 
not mair for their own conveniency than'for 
my good; he draws up his writs and his 
deeds, forſooth, and I muſt ſet my hand to 
them, unſight, unſeen. I like the young 
man he has ſettled upon, well enough ; 
but I think I ought to have a valuable con- 


poor little farm, becauſe it makes a nook 


he has mair than he makes good uſe of; 
he gangs up and down drinking, roaring, 
and quarrelling, through all the country- 


cups, which he repents when he is ſober; 
like a thriftleſs wretch, ſpending the goods 


ſweat of their brows; light come, light 


$0» he cares not a farthing, But why 
10uld I ſtand ſurety for his contracts; the 


H 3 | i | 46 hamely. 


preſbyterian government, and of being bur- 
dened with the Engliſt national debts. 


* The Scots expreſſed their fears for the. 


RR The Hisrory of 
* hamely. I ken him well enough, he could 


«© Never abide me, and when he has his ends, | 


„ he'll e'en uſe me as he did before; I'm 
_ «« ſure I ſhall be treated like a poor drudge; ; 
« I ſhall be ſet to tend the bairns, darn the 
« hoſe, and mend the linen. Then there's 
“ no living with that old carline his mother; 
ce ſhe rails at Jack, and Jack's an honeſter 
« man than any of her kin: I ſhall be 


« plagued with her ſpells and her pater-no- 


ce ters, and filly old-world ceremonies ; I mu 
c never pair my nails on a Friday, nor begin 


te a journey on Childermas-day ; and I mun 


6% ſtand becking and binging, as I gang out 
„ and into the hall, Tell him he may e'en 
= g his get, I'll have nothing to do with 


Pl Ray like the poor country mouſe, 


„in my awn habitation.” So Peg talked; 

but, for all that, by the interpoſition of good 
friends, and by many a bonny thing that was 
ſent, and many more that were promiſed Peg, 
the matter was concluded, and Peg taken 


into the houſe, upon certain articles: One of | 


which was, that ſhe might have the freedom 
of Jack's converſation *, and might take him 
for better and for worſe, if ſhe pleaſed ; pro- 


vides _— he did not come into the houſe 
_ 


—_— 


— tt. A... 1 
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The adh of toleration, | 
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at unſeaſonable hours, and diſturb the rel of 


the old woman, 2 85 8 mother. 


* 1 


CHAP. v. 


Of ſome quarrels that happened ate Pe; 8 


was taken into the family +. 


T is an old ebfervacicn, that the 8 
of relations are harder to reconcile than 


| any. other; injuries from friends fret and gall 


more, and the memory of them is not ſo ea- 
fily obliterated. This is cunningly repreſented: 


by one of your old ſages, called Eſep, in the 
ſtory of the bicd, that was grieved extremely 
at being wounded with an arrow feathered with 


his own wing ; as alſo of the oak, that let 


many a heavy groan, when he was cleft with 


a-wedge of his own timber. 
There was no man in the world leſs ſubject 


to rancour than Jobn Bull, conſidering how 
often his good nature had been abuſed; yet ! 


don't know, but he was too apt to hearken to 
tattling people, that carry tales between him 
and 


* " 
bo — — — 


+ — about "TER of the articles of IF 


union, particularly the | peerage, 
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and his ſiſter Pez, on purpoſe to ſow jealou- 
fies, and ſet them together by the ears. They 
ſay that there were ſome hardihips put upon 
Peg, which had been better let alone; but it 
was the butineis of good people to reſtrain the 


injuries on one fide, and moderate the reſent - 
ments on the other; a good friend acts both 
parts, the one without che other will not do. 


The purchaſe- money of Pegs farm was 


ill paid; then 7 loved a little good liquor, 
and the ſervants taut up the wine - cellar; but 


for that, Peg fourd a trick, for ſhe anade 4 
+ falſe key. Peg ſervants complained, that 


they were debarred from ail manner of buſi- 


ness, and never ſuffered to touch the leaſt thing 


within the houſe t; if they offered to come ö 


into the warehouſe, then itrait went the yard 


flap over their noddle; if they ventured into 


the counting-room, a fellow would throw an 
igk-bottle at their head; if * came into 
. he 


* By the 15th article of the treaty ef u- 


nion, it was agreed, that Sc:t/and ſhould 
have an equivalent for ſeveral cuſtoms and. 
exciſes to which ſhe would become liable; and 


this equivalent was not paid. 
+ Run vine. 


_ from places and £2p!0y ments, = 


1 By the teſt-a?, difenters. are excluded : 


— 
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the beſt apartment, to ſet any thing there 


in order, they were ſaluted with a broom; 


if they meddled with any thing in the kitchen, 


it was odds but the cook laid them over the pate 
with a ladle ; one that would have got into 
the ſtables, was met by two raſcals, who fell to 


, work with him, with a bruſh and a curry- 
_ comb; ſome climbing up into the coach box, 


were told, that one of their companions had 

been there before, that could not drive; then 

flap went the long whip about their ears. 
On the other hand, it was complained, that 


Pe's ſervants were always aſking for * drink- 


money; that they had more than their ſhare 
of the Chriflmar-55x : To ſay the, truth, 


Pee lads buſtled pretty hard for that; for 
ben they were endeavouring to lock it up, 
they got in their great fiſts, and pulled out 


handfuls of half-crowns, ſhillings, and ſix- 
pences. Others, in the ſcramble, picked up 
guineas and broad-pieces. But there hap- 
pened a worſe thing than all this ; it was com- 
plained that Peg's fervants had great ſto- 
machs, and brought ſo many of their friends 
and acquaintance to the table, that 7-#a's 
family was like to be eat out of houſe and 
home, laſtead of regulating this matter as 


8 ——_—_— * : _ 


* Endeavoured to get their ſhare of places, 
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it ought to be, Peg's young men were thruft 


away from the "og e; then there was the de- 
vil and all to do; fpoons, plates and diſhes 
| flew about the room like mad; and Sir Roger, 


who was now major-domo, had enough to 


do to quiet them. Peg ſaid this was contra- 


ry to agreement, whereby ſhe was, in all 
things, to be treated like a child of the fa- 


mily ; then ſhe called upon thoſe that had 
made her ſuch fair promiſes, and undertook 
for her brother Johns good behaviour; bat, 
alas! to her coit ſhe found, that they were 


the firſt and readieſt to do her the injury. 


Jobn at lait agreed to this regulation; that 
Pas footmen might fit with his book-keep- 
er, journeymen, and apprentices; and Peg's 
better ſort of ſervants might ſit with his foot- 
men, if they pleaſed. 


Then they began to order plumb-porridge 
and minced-pies for Peg's dinner: Peg told 


them ſhe had an averſion to that ſort of food; 


that upon forcing + down a meſs of it fre | 
years ago, it threw her into a fit, till ſlie 


: brought 
4 8 


* Articles of union, whereby they . 
make a Scots commoner, but not a lord, a 
peer. 
+ E epiſcopacy into Scotland, * 
Charles I. 
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never happened to * of your family before: 


Jon N BULL. 97 


brought i it up again, Some alledged it was 
nothing but humour, that the ſame meſs 


ſhould be ſerved up again for ſupper, and 
| breakfaſt next morning; others would have 
made uſe of a horn; but the wiſer ſort bid 


Jet her _ and ſhe might take it of her | 
own | accord, 


— n * 


CHAP. v. 


= The converſation . John Bull and bis 


wiſe. 


Mrs. Bull.” H OUG H « our affairs, honey, 


are in a bad condition, I have 
a better opinion of them, ſince you ſeemed to 


be convinced of the ill courſe you have been 
in, and are reſolved to ſubmit to proper re- 
medies. But when I conſider your immenſe 
_ debts, your fooliſh bargains, and the general 


diſorder of your buſineſs, I have a curioſity 


to know, what fate or chance has brought you 
into this condition. 


J. Bull. I wiſh you would talk of ſome o- 
ther ſubject; the thoughts of it make me 
mad ; our family muſt have their run. 

Mrs. Bull. But ſuch a ſtrange thing as this 


_ They 
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They have had law-ſuits, but though they 1 


ſpent the income, they never mor 085 ed the 
ſtock. Sure you mult have ſome e Nor- 


man or the Norfolk blood in you. Prithee | 


give me ſome account of theſe matters, 
FJ. Bull, Who could help it? There lives 


not ſuch a fellow by bread, as that old Lewis 


Baboon : He is the moſt cheating contentious 


rogue upon the face of the earth. You muſt | 


know, one day, as Nic. * and I were over 
a a bottle, making up an quarrel, the old 


fellow would — have us drink a bottle of 


| His Champagne, and ſo one after another, till 


my friend Nic. and I, not being uſed to ſuch. 


heady ſtuff, got bloody drunk. Lewis, all 
the while, eck 
or flinching his glaſs, kept himſelf ſober as a 
judge. My worthy friends, (quoth Lewis) 
% henceforth let us — neighbourly; I am as 
6 228 and quiet as a lamb, of my own 
„ temper; but it has been my misfortune, 
„ to live among quarrelſome neighbours. 
«© There is but one thing can make us fall 
„% out, and that is, the izheritance of Lord 
— Strutt eſtate; I am content, for peace 


| W | 


— x 9 


* A treaty ths preventing the bales of | 


Power in Europe, by à partition of the Spa- 
wiſh dominions. | 


er by the ſtrength of his brain, | 
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. ſake, to wave my right, and ſubmit to any 


« expedient to prevent a law-ſuit; I think 
« an equal diviſion will be the faireſt way.” 


«© Well moved, old Lewis, (quoth Frog) and 
„ hope my friend 74b# here will not be re- 


« fractory.” At the ſame time, he clapped 
me on the back, and flabbered me all over 
from cheek to cheek, with his great tongue. 


„ Do as you pleaſe, gentlemen, (quoth I) 


« *tis all one to Fohn Bull.” We agreed to 


part that night, and next morning to meet at 


the corner of Lord Szrutt's park-wall, with 
our ſurveying inſtruments ; which, according- 


ly, we did. Old Lexis carried a chain and 
a ſemicirle; Nic. paper, rulers, and a lead 


pencil ; and I followed at ſome diſtance with 


a long pole. We began firſt with ſurveying 


the meadow-grounds, afterwards we meaſu- 


red the corn- fields cloſe by cloſe; then we pro- 
ceeded to the wood- lands, the + copper and 


tin mines. All this while, Nic. laid down 


every thing exactly upon paper, calculated 
the acres and roods to a great nicety, When 


we had finiſhed the land, we were going to 
break into the houſe and gardens, to take an 


Inventory of his plate, pictures, and other b 


furniture. : | ' 
=” 1 Mrs. 


* 


+ The Veſt-Iudies. 
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Mrs. Bull. What ſaid Lord Strutt to all 
this ? | 


concern, we were accoſted by ſome of Lord 


__ Struit's ſervants : ** Hey-day ! What's here ? 


What a devil's the meaning of all theſe tran- 
« orams and gimcracks, gentlemen ? What in 
«© the name of wonder are you going about, 
jumping over my maſter's hedges, and run- 


* ning your lines croſs his grounds? If you 
« are at any field- paſtime, you might have 


«& aſked leave, my maſter 1 is a civil well- bred 


* perſon as any is.“ 
Mrs. Bull. What could you anfirer to this ? 


J. Bull. Why truly my neighbour Frog 


and I were ſtill hot-headed ; we told him his 
maſter was an old doating puppy, that mind- 
ed nothing of his own buſineſs ; that we were 


ſurveying his eſtate, and ſettling it for him, 


fince he would not do it himſelf, Upon this, 
there happened a quarrel, but we being ſtrong- 


er than they, ſent them away with a flea in 


their ear. They went home and told their 
_ maſter *, “ My Lord (faid they), there are 
«« three odd ſort of fellows going about your 


grounds, 


* This a ion of the ga of Spain's s do- 
minions was made without his conſent, or c- 
ven us knowledge, 


J. Bull, As we had almoſt finiſhed our 


in a rare tweague. 
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. grounds, with the 1 machines that 


« ever we beheld in our life: I ſuppoſe they 
« are going to rob your orchard, fell your 
« trees, or drive away your cattle : They told 
« us ſtrange things, of ſettling your ellate : 
« One is a luſty old fellow, in a black wig, 
« with a black beard, without teeth: There's 


 « another thick, ſquat fellow, in trunk-hoſe : 


« The third is a little, long-nos'd thin man. 


% (I was then lean, being juſt come out of a 
4 fit of ſickneſs) I ſuppoſe it is fit to ſend after 
* them, leit they carry ſomething away.” 


Mrs. Bull. I fancy this put the old fellow 


J. Bull. Weak as he was, he called for 


his long toledo, ſwore and bounced about the 


room, *#* *Sdeath ! what am I come to, to be 
« affronted ſo by my tradeſmen ? I know the raſ- 


„ cals: My barber, clothier, and linen-draper 


« diſpoſe of my eſtate ! Bring hither my blun- 
« derbuſs; I'll warrant ye you ſhall ſee day- 
« light through them. Scoundrels ! dogs ! 
the ſcum of the earth! Frog, that was my 
„ father's kitchen-boy, he pretend to meddle 
« with my eſtate ! with my will! Ah poor 
« Strutt, what art thou come to at laſt ? 
* Thou halt lived too long in the world, to 
e ſee thy age and infirmity io deſpiſed : How 
«© will the ghoſts of my noble anceſtors receive 


& theſe tidings ? They cannot, they muſt not 


I 2 « ſleep 
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« fleep quietly in their graves,” In ſhort, 
the old gentleman was carried off in a faint- 


ing fit, and, aſter bleeding in both arms, hard- 


ly recovered. 1 
_ Mrs, Bull, Really this was a very extra- 


ordinary way of proceeding : I long to hear | 


the reſt of it. 


J. Bull. After we had come back to the 


tavern, and taken t'other bottle of Choſe, 
we quarrelled a little about the diviſion 


At laſt Lewis pulled out a pair of great tay- 
lor's ſheers, and clipped a corner for himſelf, 
which he ſaid was a manor that lay conveni- 


ent for him, and left Frog and me the reſt to 


diſpoſe of as we pleaſed. We were overjoyed 


to think Lewis was contented with ſo little, 


not Imelling what was at the bottom of the 


plot. There happened, indeed, an incident 
that gave us ſome diſturbance : A cunning fel- 
low, one of my ſervants, two days after, peep- 
ing through the key-hole, obſerved that old 
Lewis had ſtole away our part of the map, 
and ſaw him fiddling and turning the map 


from one corner to the other, trying to join 


the two pieces together again: He was mut- 
tering ſomething to himſelf, which we did not 


well hear, only theſe words, *Tis great pity, 


Mrs 


the | 
eſtate. Lewis halled and pulled the map on 
one fide, and Frog and I on the other, till we 
had like to have torn the parchment to pieces. 
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tis great pity ! My ſervant added, that he be- : 
lieved this had ſome ill meaning, I told him 


he was a coxcomb, always pretending to 


be wiſer than his companions : Lewis and 


IJ are good friends, he is an honeſt fellow, and 
I dare fay will ſtand to his bargain. The ſe- 
quel of the ſtory proved this fellow's ſuſpicion 

to be too well grounded ; for * Lewis reveal- 


ed our whole ſecret to the deceaſed Lord 
Strutt, who, in reward to his treachery and 
revenge te Frog and me, ſettled his whole e- 


ſtate upon the preſent PHilip Baboon. Then 


we underſtood what he | meant by piecing the : 


map 


Mes. Bull. And was you ſurpriſed at this ? ? 


Had not Lord Strutt reaſon to be angry? 


Would you have been contented to have been 


ſa uſed Yourſelf ? 


J. Bull. Why truly, wife, it was not ea- 


. fily reconciled to the common methods, but 


then it was the faſhion to do ſuch things; 1 
have read of your golden age, your filver 


age, Cc. one might juſtly call this the age of 


1 3 * ers. 


— 


12 It is ſuſpecled, that the Sram king i in- 
tended to take the whole, and that he reveal - 


ed the ſecret to the court of Spain, upon 


which” the will was made in favour of his 


_—_ : 
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lawyers, There was hardly a man of ſub-- 


ſtance in all the country, but had a “ counter- 


feit, that pretended to his eftate, As the phi- 
loſophers ſay, that there is a duplicate of e- 
very terreſtrial animal at ſea, ſo it was in this 
age of the lawyers, there was at leaſt two of 
every thing; nay, on my conſcience, I think 
there were three + Eſquire Hackums at one 
time. In ſhort, it was uſual for a parcel of 
fellows to meet, and diſpoſe of the whole e- 
Rates in the country: This lies convenient for 
me, Tom; Thou would/t de more good with 
that, Dick, than the old fellow that has it. 
So to law they went with the true owners; 


the lawyers got well by it; every body elſe 


was undone. It was a common thing for an 
Honeſt man, when he came home at night, to 


find another fellow domineering in his family, 


hectoring his ſervants, calling for ſupper, and 


pretending to go to bed to his wife. In every 


houſe you might obſerve two Soia's quarrel- 
ling who was maſter. For my own part, I 


am ſtill afraid of the ſame treatment, and that 


J ſhould find ſomebody behind my counter ſel- 
ling ny" broad-cloth. : 1 
| 4 


r 


* Ca pretenders at has time. 
+ King of Poland. 
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Mrs. Bull, There are a ſort of fellows 
they call banterers, and bamboozlers, that play 
ſuch tricks; but it ſeems, theſe fellows were 

J. Bull. I begin to think that juſtice is & 
better rule than conveniency, for all ſome peo- 
ple make ſo flight on it. - 5 


CHAP. vll. 


Of the hard ſhifts Mrs. Bull was put fe, ts 
pPereſerve the manor of Bullock's Hatch 
with Sir Roger's method to keep off inipor- 
tunate duns. , ls ney 


A'S John Bull and his wife were talking 
together, they were ſurpriſed with a 
fadden knocking at the door : Thoſe wicked 


ſcriveners 


After the diſſolution of the parliament, 
the, ſinking miniſtry endeavoured to ſupport 

themſelves, by propagating a notion, that the 
public credit would ſuffer if the lord treaſurer 
Godolphin was removed: The dread of this 
event produced it ; the monied men began to 
ſell their ſhares in the bank ; the governor, 
deputy-governor, and two directors, applied 
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ſeriveners and lawyers, no doubt (quoth John;) 
and ſo it was: Some aſking for the money he 
owed, and others warning to prepare ſor the 
approaching term. What a curſed life do 1 
lead? (quoth John) Debt is like deadly fin : 


For God's ſake, Sir Roger, get me rid of the 


fellows, Dll warrant you (quoth Sir Roger:) 


leave them to me. And indeed it was plea- 


| fant enough to obſerve Sir Roger's method 


with theſe importunate duns; his fincere | 
friendſhip for Fohn Bull, made him ſubmit to 


many things for his ſervice, which he would 


have ſcorned to have done for himſelf. ,| 
* Sometimes he would ſtand at the door with 


his long ſtaff, to keep off the duns, till John 
got out at the back-door. When the lawyers 
and tradeſmen brought extravagant bills, Sir 
Roger uſed to bargain .before-hand for leave 
to cut off a quarter of a yard in any part of 
the bill he pleaſed ; he wore a pair of ſciſſars 
in his pocket for this purpoſe, and would ſnip 
it off ſo nicely as you cannot imagine : Like 
a true goldſmith he kept all your — 
% ere 


— : * a * —_ —— — — a a 
LES eras * - 


to the queen to prevent the change; the alarm 
became general, and all the public funds 


dually ſunk. Perhaps by Bulleck's Hatch, the. 


author meant the crown-lands, | 
* Manners of the Earl of Ox/or9.. 


| 
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there was not one wanting in his calendar; 


when ready money was ſcarce, he would ſet 


them a - telling a thouſand pounds in ſixpences, 


ats, and threepenny pieces. It would have 
— your heart good to have ſeen him —_ 


through an army of lawyers, attorneys, clerks, 


and tradeſmen ; ſometimes, with ſword in 
hand, at other times, nuzzling like an eel in 
the mud; When a fellow ſtuck like a bur, 
that there was no ſhaking'him off, he uſed to 


be mighty inquiſitive about the health of his 
uncles and aunts in the country; he could call 


them all by their names, for he knew every” 


body, and could talk to them in their own 


way. The extremely impertinent he would 
ſend away to ſee ſome ſtrange fight, as the 
dragon of Hockley in the Hole ; or bid him call 
the zoth of next February. + Now and then 
yon would ſee him in the kitchen, weighing” | 


the beef and butter, paying ready money, q 


that the maids might not run a tick at the 
market, and the butchers, by bribing of them, 


ſell damaged and light meat. Another time 


he would flip into the cellar, and gauge the 

caſks, In his leiſure-minutes he was poſting” 

his books, and gathering in his debts. — | 
| OY OT hs, frugal 


St... oo lad... 888 2 — 4 


+ Some regulations as to the purveyance 
in the queen's family. e | 
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frugal methods were neceſſary where money 1 
was ſo ſcarce, and duns io numerous. All |. ul 
this while 7047: kept his credit, could ſhew his 7 


head both at Change and Weſtminſter-hall ; 
no man protelted his bill, nor refuſed his bond; 
only the ſharpers and the. ſcriveners, the law bm 
yers, and other clerks, pelted Sir Roger as he. | 

want along. The ſauirters were at it with 
their kennel water, for they were mad for the. 
loſs of their bubble, and that they could not. 
get him to mortgage the manor of Bullock's 
| Hatch. Sir Roger thook his ears, and nuzzled 
along, well ſatisfied within himſelf that he was. 
doing a charitable work, in reſcuing an honeſt; 


— — — — — — 


man from the claws of harpies and blood-ſuck- re 
ers, Mrs, Bull did all that an affectionate. He 
wife, and a good houſewife, could do; yet. 50 
the boundaries of virtues are indiviſible Enes F 
it is impoſſible to march up cloſe to the fron. | co 
tiers of trugality, without entering the terri- art 
_ + tories of parſimony. Your good houſewives , I \ 
are apt to look into the minuteſt things; | an 
therefore ſome. blamed Mrs, Bull for new Jo 
| heel-piecing of her ſhoes, grudging a quarter BE 
af a pound of lep, and ſand to ſcour the | th 


rooms; | lar 


_— 


Too great ſavings in the houſe of com- 
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rooms; but eſpecially, + that ſhe would not 


allow her maids and apprentices the benefit of 
John Bunyan, the London apprentices, or the 
Seven champions, i in the black- letter. 

© 
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CHAP. VIIL 


A continuation of the ' converſation between 


John Bull and hir wife. 


Mrs, Bull. ITitis a moſt ſad life we lead, my 


dear, to be ſo teazed, paying inte- 


1 reſt for old debts, and ſtill contracting new ones, 


However, I don't blame you for vindicating 


your honour, and chaſtiſing old Lewis : To 
curb the inſolent, protect the oppreſſed, re- 
cover one's own, and defend what one has, 


are good effects of the law. The only thing 
I want to know, is, how you came to make 


an end of your money, before you finiſhed 


your ſuit, 
John Bull. I was told by the learned in 


the law, that my ſuit ood upon three firm pil- 


lars; More meu for more law, more law for 
| more 


— 


5 Reftraining the livery of the pref bs act 


of * | 
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exore money, and wo compoſition, More mo- 
ney for more law, was plain to a demonſtra- 
tion; for who can go to law without money? 
and it was plain, that any man that has mo- 
ney, may have law for it. The third was as 


evident as the other two; for what compoſi- 


tion could be made with a veg, that never 
kept a word he ſaid ? 


Mrs. Bull. I think you are moſt likely 6 


get out of this labyrinth by the ſecond door, 


y want of ready money to purchaſe this pre- 


_ cious commodity : But you ſeem not only to 


have bought too much of it, but have paid 


too dear for what you bought; elſe, how was 


it poſſible to run ſo much in debt, when, at 
this very time, the yearly income of what is 


mortgaged to thoſe uſurers would diſcharge . | 


Hocus's bills, and give you your belly full of 


law for all your life, without running one ſix- 
pence in debt ? You have been bred up to bu- 
 finefs; I ſuppoſe you can cypher; I wonder 
you never vſed your pen and ink. 

John Bull. Now you urge me too far; 


prithee, dear wife, hold thy tongue. Sup- 


poſe a young heir, heedleſs, raw, and unex- 
perinced, full of ſpirit and vigour, with a fa- 


vourite paſſion, in the hands of money- ſerive- 
ners: Such fellows are like your wire-drawing 


mills, if they get hold of a man's finger, they 


* peu in ms whole body at laſt, till they | 


ſqueeze 


ac rens v 2.8 rs g. E 
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not pay them. 


quittance; the ſame man was 
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ſqueeze the heart, blood and guts out of him, | 
When I wanted money, half a dozen of 
theſe fellows were always waiting in my anti- 


chamber with their ſecurities ready drawn. I 
was tempted with the ready, ſome farm or 


other went to pot. I received with one hand, 


and paid it away with the other to lawyers, 


_ that like ſo many hell-hounds, were ready to 


devour me. Then the rogues would plead 


poverty, and ſcarcity of money, which al- 
ways ended in receivin 


ninety for the hun- 
dred. After they ha t poſſeſſion of my 
beſt rents, they were at to ſupply me with 
my own money. But what was worſe, when 
I looked into the ſecurities, there was no 

clauie of ⁰ oo 


Mrs. Bull, No clauſe of redemption, fax 
you ? that's hard! | Ws. A 


John Bull. No great matter, for I can- 
They had got a worſe trick 
than that; the ſame man bought and ſold to 
himſelf, paid the money, an ve the ac- 
e.tcher and 
graſier, brewer and butler, cook and poulter- 
er. There is ſomething ſtill worſe than all 
this ; there came twenty bills upon me at once, 
8 K which 
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dle government. 


trieved you. 
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which I had given money to diſcharge ; I was 
like to be pulled to pieces by brewer, butcher, 
and baker ; even my herb-woman dunned me 


as I went along the ſtreets, (Thanks to my 
friend Sir Roger, elſe I muſt have gone to 
gaol.) When I aſked the meaning of this, I 
was told, the money went to the lawyers; 
counſel won't tick, Sir; Hocus was ur- | 
ging; my book-keeper ſat ſotting all day, 


playing at put and all-fours: In ſhort, by 
griping uſurers, devouring lawyers, and ne- 
gligent ſervants, I am brought to this paſs, 


Mrs. Bull. This was hard 4 4 but 


methinks, the leaſt reflection might have re- 


 Fohn Bull. Tis true; yet conſider my cir- 


cumſtances, my honour was engaged, and I 


did not know how to get out ; beſides, I was 


for five years often drunk, always muddled ; 
they carried me from tavern to tavern, to ale- 


| Houſes and brandy ſhops, and brought me ac- 


quainted with ſuch ſtrange dogs ! + There goes 


« theprettieſt fellow in the world (ſays one) for 
% managing a jury; make him yours. There's 
% another can pick you up witneſſes : Ser- 


« jeant ſich-a-one has a ſilver tongue at the 
de — 


. I believe, in time, I ſhould have re- 


tained 


* — 


I f Hiring ſtill more troops. 


ö 
| 
| 
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tained every ſingle perſon within the inns of 
court, The night after a trial, I treated the 


lawyers, their wives and daughters, with fid- 
dles, hautboys, drums, and trumpets, I was 
always hot-headed ; then they placed me in 
the middle, the attornies and their clerks dan- 
cing about me, whooping, and hollowing, 


1 cc Long live John Bull, the glory and ſup- 


„ port of the law!“ 
Mrs. Bull. Really, huſband, you went 


through a very notable courſe. | 
FJobn Bull. One of the things that firſt a- 


larmed me was * that they ſhewed a ſpite a- 
gainſt my poor old mother. Lord (quoth 


„I) what makes you ſo jealous. of a poor, old, 


« innocent gentlewoman, that minds only her 


„ prayers, and her practice of piety ; ſhe ne- 


« yer meddles in any of your concerns ? Foh, 
« (ſay they) to ſee a handſome, briſk, gen- 

« teel, young fellow, ſo much governed by a 
% doating old woman; why don't you go and 
« ſuck the bubby ? Do you conſider ſhe keeps 
« you out of a jointure ? She has the 
« beſt of your eſtate ſettled upon her for a 


« rent-charge: Hang her, old thief, turn 


« her out of doors, ſei/e her land, and let 


her go to law if ſhe dares, Soft and fair, 


K 2 \ « gentlemen, 


—— 


|  * Railing againſt the church, 
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« gentlemen, (quoth I) my mqther's my mo- 


«ther, our family are not of an unnatural 
«« temper. Though I don't take all her ad - 


% vice, I won't ſeize her jointure ; long may 
«© ſhe enjoy it good woman, I don't grudge 


„it her: She allows me now and then a 


* brace of hundreds for my law-ſuit ; that's 


4 pretty fair.” About this time the old gen- 


tlewoman fell ill of an + odd fort of a di- 


| Kemper; it began with a coldneſs and numb- 
neſs in her limbs, which by degrees affected 
the nerves, (I think the phyſicians call them) 
ſeized the brain, and at laſt ended in a le- 
thargy. It betrayed itſelf at firſt in a ſort of 
indifference and careleſſneſs in all her actions, 
coldneſs to her beſt friends, and an averſion 


to ſtir or go about the common oſſices of life, 


She that was the cleanlieſt creature in the 
world, never ſhrunk now if you ſet a cloſe- 
ſtool under her noſe. She that would ſome- 
times rattle off her ſervants pretty ſharply, 
now, if ſhe ſaw them drink, or heard them 
talk profanely, never took any notice of it. 
® Inſtead of ber ufual charities to deſerving 
perſons, ſhe threw away her money upon roar- 
8 | | ing 


+ Careleſſneſs in forms and diſcipline. 
22 Diſpoſing of ſome preferments to liber - 


— — ¹V — — 
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ing ſwearing bullies and beggars, that went a- 


«« What is the matter with 
«© the old gentlewoman ? (ſaid every body) 


* ſhe never uſed to do in this manner.” At 


+ laſt the diitemper grew more violent, and 
threw her downright into raving fits; in 


which ſhe ſhrieked out ſo loud, that ſhe di- 
ſturbed the whole neighbourhood. In her fits 
ine called upon one Sir William: 
„ Sir William, thou halt betrayed me! killed 
4 me! ſtabbed me! ſold me to the cuckold 


Oh ! 


«© of Dover/treet ! See, ſee, Clum with his 


* bloody knife! ſeize him, ſeize him, ſtop 
* him! Behold the fury with her hiſſing 
& ſnakes ? Where's my ſon John / Is he well! 
„e is he well! poor man, I pity him;” and 
abundance more of ſuch ſtrange ſtuff, that 


nobody could make any thing of. I knew 
little of the matter; for when I enquired a- 
bout her health, the anſwer was, that he 
was in a good moderate way. Phyſicians were 
ſent for in haite : Sir Roger, with great dif- 
ficulty, brought Ratcliff ; Garth came upon 
the firit — cd . There were ſeveral others 


mp | called 


+ The too violent clamour about the dan- 
ger of the ehren. „ 

; Sir William, a cant name of Sir Hum- 
phry's, for lord treaſurer Godolphin,  - * 
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called in; but, as uſual upon ſuch occaſions, 
they differed ſtrangely at the conſultation. 
At laſt they divided into two parties, one ſided 
with Garth, the other with Ratchif., * Dr. 
Garth, «© This caſe ſeems to me to be plain- 
« ly hyſterical ; the old woman is whimſical ; 
C it is a common thing for your old women 
« to be ſo; ['ll pawn my life, bliſters, with 


the ſteel diet, will recover her. Others 


ſuggeſted ſtrong purging and letting of blood, 
— ſhe — x DA — went ſe 

far as to ſay, the old woman was mad, and 
nothing would be better than a little corporal 
correction. Ratclf, Gentlemen, you are 
« miſtaken in this caſe; it is plainly an acute 
« diſtemper, and ſhe cannot hold out three 
44 days, unleſs ſhe is ſupported with ſtron 


& cordials | came b | 


deal of concern, and aſked them what they 


thought of my mother? In no manner of | 


« danger, I vow to Gad, (quoth Garth) the 
« old woman is hyſterical, fanciful, Sir, I 
ce vow to Gad. I tell you, Sir, (ſays Ratchf) 
& ſhe cannot live three days to an end, un- 
<« leſs there is ſome very effectual courſe ta- 
« ken with her ; ſhe has a malignant _ 

. Then 


* Garth, the los- church party. Ratchf, 


bigh- church party, 
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1 Then fool, puppy, and blockhead, were the 
| beſt words they gave. I could hardly reſtrain 
| them from throwing the ink-bottles at one an- 
| other's heads. I forgot to tell you, that one 
| party of the phyſicians deſired I would take 


my ſiſter Peg into the houſe to nurſe her, but 
the old gentlewoman would not hear of that. 
At laſt one phyſician aſked if the lady had e- 
ver been uſed to take /audanum ? Her maid 
anſwered, not that ſhe knew ; but indeed there 


was a High-german livery-man of hers, one 
Tan Ptſchirnſooker, that gave her a ſort of 


2 quack-powder, The phyſician deſired to fee 
it : Nay, fays he, there is opium in this, 4 
am ſure. | 

rs. Bull. 1 hope you examined a little in 


to this matter. 


Jobn Bull. I did, indeed, and Kind . 


a great myſtery of iniquity. The witneſſes 
made oath, That they had heard ſome of the 
+ livery-men frequently railing at their miſtreſs, 


«« They ſaid ſhe was a troubleſome fiddle-fad- 


| © de old woman, and ſo ceremomous, that 


there was no bearing of her. They were ſo 


** with a and cringing, as they 
| „ went 


ons 4 


— „* 


.9 * Tan Pyſchirnſooker, a biſhop at  thart tune, 


2 | great dealer in runs phyſic. 
bi The clergy. 
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c went in and out of the room, that their 
& backs ached. She uſed to ſcold at one for 
* his dirty ſhoes, at another for his greaſy 


% hair, and not combing his head: That ſhe 
« was ſo paſſionate and fiery in her temper, 


« that there was no living with her; ſhe 
« wanted ſomething to ſweeten her blood: 
© That they never had a quiet night's reſt, 
“ for getting up in the morning to early ſa- 


« craments ; they wiſhed they could find ſome | 


«© way or another to keep the old woman quiet 
* in her bed,” Such diſcourſes were often 


overheard among the /zvery-men, while the 


ſaid Yan Ptſchirnſooker, had undertook this 


matter. A maid made atfidavit, That 
e ſhe had ſeen the ſaid Tan Piſcbirnſooter, 
e one of the /ivery-men, frequently making 


te up of medicines, and adminiſtring them to 


\ ©« all the neighbours; that ſhe ſaw him one | 
„% morning make up the powder which her 


< miſtreſs took; that ſhe had the curioſity to 
% aſk him, whence he had the ingredients? 
% They come (ſays he) from ſeveral parts of 
 « de world; dis I have from Geneva, dat 

« from Rome, dis white powder from Amſter- 


% dam, and de red from Edinburgh; but | 


« de chief ingredient of all comes from Tur- 
« fey.” It was likewiſe proved, that the 


| ſaid Yan Piſchirnſooker had been frequent- 
If ſeen at the Roſe with Jack, W 3 N 


| 


* 
% 


known to bear an inveterate ſpite to his mi- 
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ſtreſs : That he brought a certain powder to 
his miſtreſs, which the examinant believes to 
be the ſame, and ſpoke the following words: 
% Madam, here is de grand ſecret van de 


«« world, my ſweetening powder; it does tem- 


% perate de humour, diſpel de windt, and 
« cure de vapour, it lulleth and quieteth de 
« animal ſpirits, procurig reſt and pleaſant 
& dreams: It is de infallible receipt for de 
« ſcurvy, all heats in de bloodt, and break- 
« ing out upon de ſkin : It is de true bloodt- 


« ſtancher, ſtopping all fluxes cf de bloodt ; 


ce Tf you do take dis, yon will never ail an 

« ding; it will cure you of all dilcafes :* 
And abundance more to this purpoſe, which 
the examinant does not remember, 


JOHN BULL was interrupted in his 


ſtory by a porter, that brought him a letter 


from Nicholas Frag, which is as follows. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. 1X. 


A copy of Nic. Frog's letter to John Bull. 


[John Bull read.. 
 Fareny JOHN, 


jealous of thy old friend Nicholas ? 
Haſt thou forgot, how ſome years ago, he 
took thee out of the + ſpunging-houſe ? 


['Tis true, my friend Nic. did ſo, and I thank 


bim but he made me pay a ſwinging reckon- 
ing. Thou beginn'it now to repent thy bar- 

nit, would'ſt forſwear thy own hand and ſeal. 
Thou ſay*it, that thon hat purchaſed me too 
great an eltate already; when, at the ſame 


time, thou know'lt I have only a mortgage: 


?Tis true, I have poſſeſſion, and the tenants 
own me for maſter ; but has not Eſquire South 
the equity of redemption? [Ne doubt, and 
vill redeem it very ſpeedily; poor Nic. has 
only poſſeſſion, eleven points of the lau.] 2 

PN for 


: gain that thou waſt ſo fond of; and, if thou 
l 


A letter from the S—s GI. 
1 Alluding to the revolution. 


g 


HAT ſchellum is this that makes thee 


FP 


A. ta» Aa 0 


| 


nia /et it be, for at preſent I have none at 


\| aroncy, no more purchaſe.) And, whatever 


| #* The Dutch prohibition of trade. 
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For the * turnpikes I have ſet up, they are for 


other people, not for my friend John; I have 
ordered my ſervant conſtantly to attend, to let 


thy carriages through without paying any 


thing; only I hope thou wilt not come too 
heavy laden to ſpoil my ways. Certainly 1 
have juſt cauſe of offence againſt thee, my 
friend, for ſuppoſing it poſſible that thou and 


I ſhould ever quarrel : What houndsfbot is it 


that puts theſe whims in thy head? Ten thou- 
ſand laſt of devils haul me, if I don't 
love thee as I love my life. [No gue- 


tion, as the devil loves holy-water!) Does 


not thy own hand and ſeal oblige thee to pur- 
chaſe for me, till I ſay it is enough? Are not 
theſe words plain ? I fay it is not enough. Doſt 


| thou think thy friend Nicholas Frog made a 
_ child's bargain ? Mark the words of thy con- 
tract, tota pecunia, with all thy money. 


[Very well! i have purchaſed with my L 
money, my childrens, and my grandchildrens 
money, is not that enough ? Mell, tota pecu- 


all: He would not have me purchaſe with o- 
ther people's money ſure ; ſince tota pecunia 
is the bargain, I think it is plain, no more 


a —_ 1 * 8 
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the world may ſay, Nicholas Fr is but a 


poor man, in compariſon of the rich, the o- 
23 E Bull, great clothier of the world. 
I have many loſſes, ſix of my beſt ſheep 

were drown'd, and the water has come into 

my cellar, and ſpoil'd a pipe of my beſt bran- 


dy: Tt would be a more friendly ad in thee, . | 
to carry a brief about the country to repair | 


the loſſes of thy poor friend. Is it not evi- 
dent to all the world, that I am ſtill hemm'd 


in by Lewis Babeon ? Is he not juſt upon my 
borders? [And ſo he will be, if I purchaſe | 
a thouſand acres more, unleſs he get ſomebody 


betwixt them.] I tell thee, friend John, thou 


haſt flatterers, that perſuade thee that thou 


art a man of buſineſs; do not believe them: 


If thou would'ſt ſtill leave thy affairs in my | 


bands, thou ſhould'ſt ſee how handſomely L 


be dazzled with the inchanted iſlands, and 
mounfains of gold, that old Lewis promiſes 


_ thee! *Dfwounds ! why doſt thou not lay out 


_ thy money to purchaſe a place at court, o 
honeſt Iſrael ? 1 tell thee, thou muſt not fo 


much as think of a compoſition. | Not think | 


of a compoſition, that's hard indeed; I cannot 
help thinking of it, if I would.) Thou com- 
plain'ſt of want of money; let thy wife and 
daughters burn the gold lace of their petti- 

coats; fell thy fat cattle; retrench but a 


would deal by thee. That ever thou ſhould't | 
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| ſirloin of beef, and a peck-loaf in a week, 
from thy gormandizing 
beef, a dog ! retrench my beef ! then it ts plain 


guts, [ Retrench my 


the raſcal has an ill deſign upon me, he would 
Mortgage thy manor of Bul- 
loth*s-hatch, or pawn thy crop for ten years. 


[4 rogue, part with my country ſeat, my patri- 

| mony, all that I have - i in the world, PII fee 
bim hanged firſt.) W L 

thy attorney? Can any man manage thy cauſe 


y haſt thou changed 
better for thee? [Very pleaſant! becauſe a 


man has a good attorney, he muſt never make 
an end of his law-ſuit.) Ah Jens! John! 
I wiſh thou knew'ſt thy own mind; thou art 
as fickle as the wind. I tell thee, thou had 
a _ tet this compoſition alone, or leave it 
to thy N | 


; Nic. Froc, 


3 CHAP. 
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en A . X. 


Of ſome extraordinary * things that paſſed at 


the Salutation tavern, in the conference be- 
tween Bull, Frog, E/quire South, and Lewis 


ROG had given his word, that he would | 


meet the above mentioned company at 


che Salutation, to talk of this agreement, 


Though he durſt not directly break his ap- 
pointment, he made many a ſhuffling excuſe; 
one time he pretended to be ſeized with the 
gout in his right knee; then he got a great 
cold, that had truck him deaf of one ear; 
afterwards, two of his coach-horſes fell ſick, 


and he durſt not go by water, for fear of | 


catching an ague. 7h would take no ex- 
cuſe, but hurried him away: Come, Nic. 
« (ſays he) let's go and hear, at leaſt, what 
4 this old fellow has to propoſe! I hope 
% there's no hurt in that.” © Be it fo, 

| 66 (quoth 


K 80 — 


ſw 
— — 


* The. treaty of Utrecht: The difficulty 
to get them to meet. 
would not ſpeak their ſentiments, nor the 
French deliver in their propoſals, The Houſe 
of Auſtria talked very dig 


2 
— 


When met, the Dutch | 
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00 (quoth Nic.) but if I catch any harm, woe 


«« be to you; my wife and children will curſe 


you as long as they live.” When they 


were come to the Salutation, John concluded 
all was ſure then, and that he thould be trou- 
bled no more with law affairs; he thought 
every body as plain and fincere as he was. 


Well, neighbours, (quoth he) let's now 
e make an end of all matters, and live peace- 


% ably together for the time to come; if e- 


% very body is as welt inclin'd as I, we ſhalt 


„ quickly come to the upthot of our affair.“ 
And ſo pointing to Frog to ſay ſomething, to 


the great ſurpriſe of all the company, Frog 


was ſeized with the dead pally in the tongue. 
John began to atk him ſome plain queſtions, 
and whooped and hollowed in his ear. Let's 


% come to the point, Nic! Who vould'ſt 
„ thou have to be Lord Strutt? Would'ſt 


« thou have Philip Babr-n?” Nic. ſhook 


his head, and ſaid nothing. Wilt thou 


«© then have Eſquire South to be Lord 


„ Struit? Nic, ſhook his head a ſecond 
time. Then who the devil wilt thou have? 
% ſay ſomething or another.” Nic. opened 


his mouth, and pointed to his tongue, and 


; cried, „A, a, a, a!“ which was as much 


as to fay, he could not ſpeak. 


Joby 


Bull.] Shall I ſerve Philip Babson with 


« broad cloth, and accept of the com- 
| REES... poſition 
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* paliicn that he offers, with ts liberty of 


his parks and fiſn- ponds? Then Nic. — 
ed like a bull, O, o, o, o! [hn Bull.] 
4 If thou wilt not let me have them, wilt 
4 thou take them thyſelf ?” Then Nic. grin- 
ned, cackled, and laughed, till he was like to 


Fill himſelf, and ſeemed to be ſo pleaſed, that 


he fell a friſking and dancing about the 


room. [Jon Bull.] * Shall I leave all this 
matter to thy management, Nic. and go 


about my buſineſs ?”” Then Nic. got up a 
glaſs, and drank to John, ſhaking him by 
the hand, till he had like to have ſhook his 
 thoulder out of joint. — John Bull.] I 


_* _ « underſtand Si, Nic. but I ſhall make thee | 
«« ſpeak before I go,” Then Nic. put his 
finger in bis cheek, and. made it cry, Buck; | 

which was as much as to ſay, I care nota | 
farthing for thee.—[ Jobn Bull.] * I have | 


„ done, Nic. if thou wilt not ſpeak, Ill 


% make my own terms with old Leit here.” | 
Then Nec. lolled out his tongue, and turned 
up his bum to * which was as much = 


to ſay, kiis 
John perceiving that Frog would not ſpeak, 
turns to old Lewis : © Since we cannot make 


« this obſtinate fellow ſpeak, Lewis, pray con- 


_«« deſcend a: little to his humour, and ſet down 


« thy meaning upon paper, that he may an- 


* ſwer i it in another ſcrap. 


«Jam | 
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« T am infinitely ſorry (quoth Lewis) that 


« jt happens ſo unfortunately ; for playing 2 


« little at cudgels t'other day, a fellow has 
« given me ſuch a rap over the right arm, 
te that I am quite lame; I have loſt the uſe 


„of my ſorefinger and my thumb, ſo that I 
ec cannot hold my pen. OD 


7ohn Bull. “ That's all one, let me write 


ec for you. 


Lewir. But I have a misfortune that * 
& cannot read any body's hand but my own. 
John Bull. Try what you can do with 


e your left hand. 


Lewir. „ That's impoſſible; it will make 


' « ſuch a ſcraw!, that it will not be legible.” 


As they were talking of this matter, in came 


| * Efquire South, all dreſſed up in feathers and 
| ribands, ſtark ſtarin 
| ſword, as if he would 
crying. Room, room, boys, for the grand 
_« eſquire of the world! the flower of eſquires ! 
| «© What! covered in my preſence ? I'll cruſh 
« your ſouls, and crack you like lice !” With 


mad, brandiſhing his 
ve cut off their heads; 


that he had like to have ſtruck John Bull's 


* The archduke was now become emperor 
of Germany, being unanimouſly elected upon. 
the death of Jeſepb the firſt, yy 
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hat into the fire; but John, who was pretty 


ſtrong· fiſted, gave him ſuch a ſqueeze as made | 
his eyes water. He went on till in his mad 

pranks; When I am lord of the univerſe, 
bs the fun ſhall-proſtrate and adore me! Thou, | 
« Frog, ſhalt be my bailiff; Lewis my tay- 


« lor; and thou, John Bull, ſhalt be my 
=: 00 fool ! Ha 


All this while Frog laughed in his lleeve, 


gave the eſquire t'other noggan of brandy, 
and clapped him on the back, which made 


aim ten times madder. 


Poor John ſtood in amaze, talking thus to 
himſelf : «<< Well, John, thou art got into 


« rare company! One has a dumb devil, t'o- 


ec ther a mad devil, and the third a ſpirit of | 


Cc. infirmity. An honeſt man has a fine time 
* on't among ſuch rogues. What art thou 
_ «© aſking of them, after all? Some mighty 
4 boon, one would think ! only to ſit quietly 


« at thy own fire-ſide. Sdeath, what have | 


« to do with ſuch fellows? John Bull, after 


4 all his loſſes and croſſes, can live better 


« without them, than they can without him. 


„ Would to God I lived a thouſand leagues | 


« off them but the devil's in't, ohn Bull 


is in, and Jahn Bull muſt get out as well | 


. as he can.” 


. he was ralking to himſelf, he obſerved 95 
a 4 Q 


wore 
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Frog and old Lewis edging t towards one an- 
other to whiſper ; ſo that ohn was forced to 
fit with his arms a-kimbo, to keep them a- 


ſunder. 


Some people adviſed John to blood F Frog 
under the tongue, or take away his bread an 


butter, which would certainly make him ſpeak; 
to give Eſquire South hellebore ; as for Lewis, 


fome were for emollient pulteſſes, others for 
penny 1 his arm with an N 88 


1 — 
: K _ — ——_— — a 1 
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"CHAP. KI. . 


- The 888 examination; dud impriſon- 


ment of Jack, for fu uſpicion of . 


HE attentive reader cannot have for- 
got, that the ſtory of Tan Piſchirn- 
la, 8 powder was . by a _ 


. th. . * * l u 8 1 
— —— . <—_— 


t * atterapts of ſecret negotiation be- 
tween the French and Dutch, _ | 
*The receiving the holy ſacrament, as 

| adminiſtered by the church of England once 
at leaſt in every year, having been made a ne- 
ceſſary qualification for places of truſt and pro- 
t, many of the dillenters came eto the altar 
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from Frog, I have a natural compaſſion for | 


curioſity, being much troubled with the di- 
ſemper myſelf ; therefore, to gratify that un: 


_ eaſy itching ſenſation in my reader, I have 


. procured the following account of that mat- 
Tan Piſchirnſooker came off (as r 
ſually do upon ſuch occaſions) by peaching 
his. partner ; and being extremely forward to 


| bring him to the gallows, + Fack was accu- 


merely for this purpoſe. A bill to prevent 
this practice had been three times brought in- 


to the houſe and rejected, under the title of 
Al bill to prevent occaſional conformity, But 
the earl of Nottingham having brought it in 
a fourth time under another name, and with | 
the addition of ſuch clauſes as were ſaid to 


enlarge the toleration, and to be a farther ſe- 
curity to the proteſtant ſucceſſion, the Whigs, 


whoſe cauſe the earl then appeared to eſpoule, 
were perſuaded to concur ; ſome, becauſe they 
were indeed willing that the bill ſhould paſs, 

and others, becauſe they believed the earl of 


Oxford would at laſt procure it to be. thrown 
Out. The four followin chapters contain 
the hiſtory of this tranſaction. e 


+ All the misfortunes of the church char- 


' ged upon the preſbyterian party, | 


ogues u- 
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r | ſed-as the contriver of all the roguery. And, 


at the bottom of it. 
ger, Fack, to be ſure, laid the pin in the way 
if ſome noiſe in the ſtreet diſturbed her reſt, 


indeed, it happened unfortunately for the Poor 
fellow; that he was known to bear a moſt in- 


veterate ſpite againſt the old gentlewoman ; 


and conſequently, that never any ill accident 
happened to her, but he was ſuſpected to be 
If the pricked her in- 


who could it be but Jack in ſome of his noc- 


turnal rambles ? If a ſervant run away, Jack 


had debauched him: Every idle tittle- tartle 


that went about, Jack was always ſuſpected 


for the author of i it: However, all wasnotling 
to this laſt affair, of the temperating, mode- 


rating powder, 


The hue and cry went after Zack, to ap- 
hend him dead or alive, wherever he could 
be found. The conſtables looked out for him 


in all his uſual haunts; but to no purpoſe. 


Where do ye think they found him at lait? 
Even ſmoaking his pipe very quietly at his 
brother Maritia's; from whence he was car- 
ried with a vaſt mob at his heels, before the 
worſhipful Mr. Juſtice Overdo. Several of his 
neighbours made oath, , * of late, i pri- 

oner 


* The manners of the 225 chan ged 


| | from their former ſtrictneſs. 


* 
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foner had been, obſerved to lead a very diſſo- 
lute life, renouncing even his uſual hypocriſy, 
and pretences to ſobriety : That he frequent- 


ed taverns and eating-houſes, and had been 


often guilty of drunkenneſs and gluttony at 


my lord-mayor's table : That he had been 
ſeen in the company of lewd women: That 
he had transferred his uſnal. care of the en- 
grofſed copy of his father's will, to bank bills, 


orders for: tallies and debentures : Theſe he 


now affirmed with more literal truth, to be 
meat, drink, and cloth, the philoſopher's tone, 
and the univerſal medicine That he was ſo 
far from ſhewing his cuſtomary reverence to 
the will, that he kept company with thoſe 
that called his. father a cheating rogue, and- 
bis will a forgery } : That he not only fat 


_ quietly and heard his father railed at, but 


| often chimed in with the diſcourſe, and hug- 
ged the authors as his boſom friends: That 
 #nſlead of aſking for blows at the corners of 
the ftreets, he now beſtowed them as plenti- 
fully as he begged them before, In ſhort, 
that he was grown a mere rake ; and had no- 


— 


— much in ſtock- jobbing. 

Tale of a tub. | 5 5 
4 Herding with deiſts and atheiſts. 
” Take of a tub. 


ä — - .vV— — — 
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| OPER left i in him of old Fack, except his ſpite 


1 


| 


| 


when got into preſerinents, 


been overheard bragging of a F 
found out to manage 


to John Bull's mother. 
Another witneſs made oath, That Jack had 
trick he had 
the old formal jade, as 
he uſed to call her. Damn this -numſkull 
« of mine (quoth -he) that I could not lighe 
« on it ſooner, As long as I go in this rag- 
« ped tatter'd coat, I am ſo well known, that 
« I am hunted away from the old woman's 
« door by every barking cur about the houſe ; 


| « they bid me defiance, There's no doing 
| « miſchief as an open enemy; I muſt find ſome 
% way or other of 


| 


getting within doors, and 
„ then I ſhall have better opportunities of 
« playing my -pranks, beſides the benefit of 


good keeping.“ 


} Two witneſſes ſwore, that ſeveral years 
ago, there came to their miſtreſs's door a 
young fellow in a tattered coat, that went by 
the name of Timothy Trim, whom they did 

in their conſcience believe to be the very pri- 
| reſembling him in ſhape, ſtature, and 
che features of his countenanee : That ad 


— SIR a — 


F Gening into 1 and church prefer. 
ments by occaſional conformity. 
+ Betraying the intereſts 70 the church 


Was a- 


a 
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Iy, clapped their miſtreſs's livery over his own 
tattered coat: That the ſaid Timothy was ex- 


tremely officious about their miſtreſs's perſon, ! 
by flattery and tale-bearing, to | 


endeavouring 


ſet her againſt the reſt of the ſervants : No- 


body was ſo ready to fetch any thing that was 


wanted, to reach what was dropt: That he 
uſed to ſhove and elbow his fellow-ſervants tq 
get near his miſtreſs ; eſpecially when money 


out of the way: That he was extremely dili- 
| about every body's bufitiefs but his own: 
2 the TR while he was in the 

tly, uſed to be playing roguiſh tricks ; 
when his miſtreſs's baek was turned, he would 


" Toll out his tongue, make mouths, and laugh | 
At her, walking behind her like Harlequin, | ti 
ridieuling her motions and geſtures ; but if his } 


 fifireſs looked about, he put on a grave, de- 
mure countenance, as if he had been in a fit 


of devotion : That he uſed often to trip up | 


| fairs ſo ſmoothly that you could not hear him 
tread, and put all th 


when he met them in the dark, ſo hard, that 


he left the print of his fore-finger and his || 


thumb in black and blue, and then ſlink into 
a corner, as if nobody had done it: Out of 


the ſame malicious defign, he uſed to lay chairs 


faid Timothy Trim being taken into the fami- 


paying or receiving, then he was never | 


all things ont of order : That | 
he would pinch the children and ſervants, | 
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and joint - ſtools in their way, that they might _ 
break their noſes by falling over them : The 


more young and unexperienced he uſed to 


teach to talk ſaucily, and call names: During 
his ſtay in the family, there was much plate 
miſſing ; being catched with a couple of ſilver 
ſpoons in his pocket, with their handles 
wrench'd off; he ſaid, he was only going to, 
carry them to the goldſmith's to be mended : 
That the ſaid Timothy was hated by ail the 
honeſt ſervants, for his ill-conditioned, ſple- 


netic tricks, but eſpecially for his ſlanderous 
tongue; traducing them to their miſtreſs, as 


drunkards, thieves, and whoremaiters : That 
the ſaid Timothy, by lying tories, uſed to ſet 


all the family together by the ears, taking de- 
light to make them fight and quarrel; * par- 


in, | ticularly, one day fitting at table. he ſpoke 


words to this effect: © I am of ovinion (quoth 
« he) that little ſhort fellows, ſich as we are, 
« have better hearts, and could beat the tall 


e fellows; I with it came to a fair trial, I 
believe theſe long fellows, as ſightly as 


e they are, ſhould find their jackets well 


* thwack'd,” | 


. 


— 


* The original of the diſtinction in the names 
of low-churchmen and high-churchmen, 
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As parcel of tall fellows, who thought them- 
ſelves affronted by the diſcourſe, took up the 
quarrel, and to it they went, the tall men and 


the low men, which continues ſtill a faction in 
the family, to the great diſorder of our mi- 
ſtreſs's affairs: The ſaid Timothy carried this 
frolic ſo far, that he propoſed to his miſtreſs, 


that ſhe ſhould entertain no ſervant that was 
above four foot ſeven inches high; and for 
that purpoſe had prepared a gage, by which 
they were to be meaſured : The good old gen- 
tlewoman was not ſo ſimple as to go into his 
proj:& ; ſhe began to ſmell a rat. 


« methinks he makes a ſtrange figure with that 


« ragged, tatter'd coat, appearing under his 
« livery ; can't he go ſpruce and clean, like 


«© the reſt of the ſervants ? the fellow has a 
cc roguiſh leer with him, which I don't like 
e by any means; beſides, he has ſuch a twang 
ein his diſcourſe, and an ungraceful way of 
e ſpeaking through the noſe, that one can 


« hardly underſtand him; I wiſh the fellow 


be not tainted with ſome bad diſeaſe.” 


« This 
% Trim (quoth the) is an odd fort of a fellow, 


. — 2 


— —ä—F— — 


he witneſſes farther made oath, That the fad 


Timothy lay out a-nights, and went abroad 


olten at unſeaſonable hours; and it was cre- | 


dibly reported, he did buſineſs in another fa- 
mily ; that he pretended to have a ſqueamiſh 
ſtomach, and could not eat at table with — 
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em- reſt of the ſervants, though this was but a 
the | pretence to provide ſome nice bit for himſelf; 
and that he refuſed to dine upon ſalt fiſh, only to 
in have an opportunity to eat a calf's head (his 
mi- favourite diſh) in private; that for all his ten- 


der ſtomach, when he was got by himſelf, he 

els, | could devour capons, turkies, and firloins of 
Was beef, like a cormorant. 1 3 1 
for | Two other witneſſes gave the following e- 
ich vidence: Thar in his officious attendance up- 
en- on his miſtreſs, he had tried to flip a powder 
his into her drink, and that he was once catched 
his - endeayouring to ſtifle her with a pillow as ſhe. 


W, was aſleep: That he and Pzſchirnſorter were 


hat , often in cloſe conference, and that they uſed 
his to drink together at the Rec/e, where it ſeems 
like be was well enough known by his true name 
=] oO A. of - > 5 
like The priſoner had little to ſay in his defence; 
ng |} heendeavoured to prove himſelf alibi; ſo that 
of the trial turned upon this ſingle queſtion, Whe- 
can ther the ſaid Timothy Trim and Fack were the 
* ſame perſon? which was proved by ſuch plain 
2. ' tokens, and particularly by a mole under the 
aid left pap, that there was no withſtanding the 
dad evidence; therefore the worſhipful Mr. Juſtice 
fa. A committed him, in order to his trial. 

= V 
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: CHAP. XII. 


How Jack's friends came to vifit him in pri- ' 


on, and what advice they gave him, 


T ACK hitherto. had paſſed in-the world for | 


a poor, ſimple, well-meaning, half-witted, 
crack brained fellow. 
ſurpriſed to find him in ſuch a roguery; that 


he ſhonld diſguiſe himſelf under a falſe name, 


hire himſelf ont for a ſervant to an old gentle- 


woman, only for an opportunity to poifon her, 


They ſaid, that it was more generous to pro- 


feſs open enmity, than under a profound diſ- 


fmulation, to be guilty of ſuch a ſcandalous 
breach cf truit, and of the ſacred rights of 
 Eofpitality, In fort, the action was univer- 


ſally condemned by his bett friends; they told | 
him in plain terms, that this was come as a 


judgment upon him for his looſe life, his glut- 


tony, drunkennets, and avarice, for laying. a- 


!:de his father's ai in an old mouldy trunk, 
and turning ſtock-jobber, news-monger, and 


buſy-body, meddling with other people's af- | 
fairs, ſhaking off his old ſerious friends, and |' 


keeping company with buffoons and pick-poc- 


kets, his father's ſworn enemies: That he had 


belt throw himſelf upon the mercy of the 


court; repent, and change his manners. To | 


| ſay 


People were ſtrangely 
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ay truth, ack heard theſe diſcourſes. with 


ſome compunction; however, he reſolved to 


try what his new acquaintance would do for 


him: They ſent * 'Habakkuk Slyboots, who 
delivered him the following meſſage, as the 
peremptory commands of his truſty compa- 
nions. 55 

Habakkuk, Dear Jack, I am ſorry for thy 
misfortune : Matters have not been carried 
on with due ſecrecy ; however, we muſt make 


the beſt of a bad bargain : Thou art in the 
utmoſt jeopardy, that is certain; hang, draw 


and quarter, are the gentleſt things they talk 
of. However, thy faithful friends, ever watch- 


ful for thy ſecurity, bid me tell thee, that they 
have one infallible expedient left to ſave thy 
life: Thou muſt know, we have got into ſome 


underſtanding with the enemy, by the means 


of Don Diego; he aſſures us there is no mer- 


cy for thee, and that there is only one way 
left to eſcape ; it is indeed ſomewhat out of 


the common road; however, be aſſured it is 


the reſult of moſt mature deliberation, 
SE Jack, 


Haba Shboots, a certain great man 
who perſuaded the diſſenters to conſent to the 


| bill againlt occaſional conformity, as being for 
| their intereſt, Mo rn 
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Fack. Prithee tell me quickly, for my | 
heart is ſunk down into the very bottom of 


my belly. 5 
Hab. It is the unanimous opinion of your 


friends, that you * make as if you hanged | 


: yourſelf ; they will give it out that you are 


quite dead, and convey your body out of pri- 
ſon in a bier; and John Bull being buſied | 


with his law-ſuit, will not enquire further in- 
to the matter. 
Jack. How d'ye mean, make as if I hang - 
ed myſelf? 5 
Hab. Nay, you muſt really hang yourſelf 
up, in a true genuine rope, that there may 
appear no trick in it, and leave the reſt to 
your friends. J 8 
Zack, Truly this is a matter of ſome con- 


cern ; and my friends, I hope, will not take 


it ill, if I enquire a little into the means by 


which they intend to deliver me: A rope and 


a nooſe are no jeſting matters ! 

Hab. Why ſo miſtruſtful ? Haſt thou ever 
found us falſe to thee ? I tell thee, there is 
one ready to cut thee down, 


Hack, May I preſume to aſk who it is that f 


is entruſted with ſo important an office? 


formity, 


Hab. IS 1 


* Conſent to the bill againſt occaſional con | 


* 
1 


92 - 
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Hab. Is there no end „ and 


thy why's ? That's a ſecret. 


Jack. A. ſecret, perhaps, that I may be 
fafely truſted with, for I am not like to tell it 
again, I tell you plainly, it is no ſtrange 
thing for a man, before he hangs himſelf up, 


to enquire who is to cut him down. 


Hab. Thou ſuſpicious creature if thou 


| muſt needs know i it, I tell thee it is “ Sir Ra» 


er e He. has been in tears ever fince thy mis- 
ortune. Don Diego and we have laid it ſo, 


that he is to be in the next room, and before 


the rope is well about thy neck, reſt ſatisfied, _ 
he will break in and cut thee down: Fear not, 
old boy; we'll do it, I'll warrant thee, 
 Fack,. So I muſt hang myſelf up, upon 
hopes that Sir Roger will cut me down; and: 
all this upon the credit of Den Diego: A fine 
wn indeed to fave my life, that depends 
upon hanging, Don Diego and Sir Roger / Ho 
Hab. I tell thee there is a my/tery in all 
this, my friend, a piece of profound policy; if. 
thou — what good this will do to the com- 
men cauſe, thy heart would leap for joy: I 


— 


„It was given out, that the earl of Oxford: 
would oppoſe the occaſional bill, and ſo loſe 
his credit with the tories; and the diſſenters 
did believe he would not ſuffer it to paſs. 
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am ſure thou would'ſt not delay the experi- | 


ment one moment, 3 5 
Jact. This is to the tune of All for the 
better, What's your cauſe to me, when I am 

_ hanged? _ | 

Hab. Refractory mortal! If thou wilt not 
truſt thy friends, take what follows; know aſ- 


ſuredly, before next full moon, that thou wilt 


be hung up in chains, or thy quarters perch- 
ing upon the moſt conſpicuous places of the 
kingdom. Nay, I do not believe they will be 


cCeontented with hanging; they talk of empa- 


ling, or breaking on the wheel; and thou 
chuſeſt that, before a gentle ſuſpending of thy- 
ſelf for one minute. Hanging is not ſo pain- 
ful a thing as thou imagineſt. I have ſpoke 


with ſeveral that have undergone it, they all 
agree it is no manner of uneaſineſs: Be ſure 


— 


thou take good notice of the ſymptoms, the 
relation will be curious. It is but a kick or 


two with thy heels, and a wry mouth or ſo: 


Sir Roger will be with thee in the twinkling of 
an eye. 5 : 


Tack, But what if Sir Reger ſhould not 


come? will my friends be there to ſuccour 
me? = - | 
Hab, Doubt it not ; I will provide every 
thing againſt to-morrow morning, do thou 
keep thy own ſecret, ſay nothing: I tell thee, 


it is abſolutely neceſſary for the common | 


gg. 2 
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good, that thou ſhould'ſt go * Ts. o- 


peration. 


CHAP. XIII. 


How Tack hs himſelf up by the perſuaſion 
of his friends, who broke their words, and 
* bis neck in the nooſe, 


ACK was a [enki enemy to implicit 
Faith, and yet I dare ſay it was never 


more itrongly exerted, nor more baſely abuſed, 


than upon this occaſion, He was now with 
his old friends in the ſtate of a poor diſband- 


ed officer after a peace, or rather a wounded 


ſoldier after a battle ; like an old favonrite of 


a cunning miniſter after the job is over; or a 


decayed. beauty to a cloyed lover in queſt of 
new game; or like an hundred ſuch things 
that one ſees every day. There were new in- 


trigues, new views, new projects on foot; 


— 5 * was the purchaſs of Diego's "as, 


_ a 
"FE „ 


8 The ad of Nottingham ode the con- 


currence of the whigs to bring in = 
this bill one of the- conditions of. his 
in their cauſe, * 
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ſhip, much good may it do him. The intereſt 

of Hocus and Sir William Crawley, which. 
was now more at heart, made this operation 
You 
eſs that his reſt that night was 
but ſmall, and much diſturbed ; however, the 


upon poor Jack abſolutely neceſſary. 
may eaſily 


remaining part of his time he did not employ 


(as his cuſtom was formerly) in prayer, medi- 


tation, or ſinging a double verſe of a pſalm, 
but amuſed himſelf with diſpoſing of his bank- 
ſtock. Many a doubt, many a qualm, over- 


ſpread his clouded imagination: Muſt 1 


« then (quoth he) hang up my own perſonal, 
„ natural, individual ſelf, with theſe two 


« hands! Durus ſermo! What if I ſhould 

«© be cut down, as my friends tell me? I here: 
te is ſomething infamous in the very attempt; 
« the world will conclude I had a guilty con- 
Is it poſſible that good man, Sic 


cc ſcience, 
« Roger, can have ſo much pity upon an un- 
«:fortunate ſcoundrel, that has perſecuted him 
«-ſo many years? No, it cannot be; I do 
« not love favours that paſs through Dor 


« Djego's hands. On the other fide, my blood 


« chills about my heart, at the thought ef 

i theſe rogues, with their bloody hands grab- 

“bling in my guts, and pulling out my very 

« entrails: Hang it, for once I'll truſt 

4 friends. 

done more wiſely to have put himſelf * 
n FAT” A 


So Fack reſolved ; but he had 


ts 
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the trial of his country, and made his defence 
in form; many things happen between the 
cup and the lip; witneſſes might have been 
- *bribed, juries managed, or proſecution ſtop- 


ped. But ſo it was, Zack for this time had a 

ſufficient ſock of implicit faith, which led him 

to his ruin, as the ſequel of the ſtory ſhews. 
And now the fatal day was come, in which 


he was to try this hanging experiment. His 
friends did not fail him at the appointed hour, 


to ſee it put in practice. Habakkuk brought 
him a ſmooth, ſtrong, tough rope, made of 


many a ply of wholeſome Scandinavian hemp, 
compactly twiſted together, with a nooſe that 


ſlip as glib as a bird-catcher's gin. Fack 
ſhrunk, and grew pale at firſt ſight of it ; he 
handled it, he meaſured it, ſtretched it, fixed 


it againſt the iron bar of the window to try 
its ſtrength, but no familiarity could recon- 


cile him to it. He found fault with the length, 


the thickneſs, and the twilt, nay, the very co- 
lour did not pleaſe him. Will nothing leſs 


e than hanging ſerve ? (quoth Zack) won't my 
* enemies take bail for my good behaviour? 
« Will they accept of a fine, or be ſatisfied 


with the pillory and impriſonment, a good 
round whipping, or —_— in the cheek?” 


Hab. Nothing but your blood will appeaſe 


their rage ; make haſte, elſe we ſhall be diſ- 
covered, There's nothing like ſurpriſing the 
e conn TR ul | rogues : 
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: How they will be diſappointed, when 


| they hear that thou haſt prevented their re- 


venge, and hanged thine own ſelf! | 
Tack. That's true : but what if I ſhould 
do it in effigies ? Is there never an old pope 
or pretender to hang up in my ſtead ? we are 
not ſo unlike, but it may paſs, 
Hab. That can never be put upon Sir 
'Roger. 


Have you provided a very ſharp — in caſe 
of the worſt? 

Hab. Doſt take me for a common Iyar ? ? 
be ſatisfied, no damage can happen to your 
perſon ; your friends will take care of that. 
| Fack. Mayn't I quilt my rope ? It galls 

my neck ſtrangely : Beſides, I don't like this 
running knot, it holds too tight, I may be 
ſtifled all of a ſudden. 
Hab. Thou haſt ſo many 7 and and'sr— 
Prithee diſpatch ; it might have been over 
before this time. 

Zack, But now I think on't, I would fain 
ſettle ſome affairs, for fear of the work : 
Have a little patience. 


Hab. There's no having patience, Son 


art ſuch a faintling, filly creature. 
Jack. O thou moſt deteitable, e 


paſſive obedience ! did | ever imagine I ſhould 


Jari. Are you ſure he is in the next room? 


—— OI, T_—_— 


become * votary, in ſo pregnant an in- 2 


tance! 


W 


aſſumed a purple dye. 


ſccoffs inſtea 


Sir Roger, Who's hanged? 
| „ | 
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glance! How will my brother Martin laugh | 


at this tory, to ſee himſelf out-done in his 
own calling! He has taken the doctrine, and 


left me the practice. 
No ſooner had he uttered theſe words, but 

like a man of true courage, he tied the fa- 
tal cord to the beam, fitted the nooſe, and 


mounted upon the bottom of a tub, the inſide 
of which he had often graced in his proſpe- 

rous days. This footſtool Habakkukt kicked 
away, and left poor Fack fringing, like the 
pendulum of Paul's clock. The fatal nooſe 


performed its office, and with the moſt ſtrict li- 


gature ſqueezed the blood into his face, till it 

While the poor man 
heav'd from the very bottom of his belly for 
breath, Habakkuk walked with great deli- 
beration into both the upper and lower room, 


to acquaint his friends, who received the 


news with 72 temper, and with jeers and 
of pity. © Zack has hanged 
% himſelf ! (quoth they) let us go and ſee how 


e the poor rogue ſwings.” Then they cal- 


led Sir Roger. * Sir Roger, (quoth Habak- 


«* uk) Jack has hanged himſelf, make haſte 


% and cut him down.“ Sir Reger turned 
firſt one ear, and then tother, not under- 
ſtanding what he ſaid, 


Hab. I tell you Jack has hanged himſelf up. 
| Hab. 
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Hab. Fack. . 
Sir Roger, I thought this had not been 
hanging day. = BR | 
PE 2p But the poor fellow has hanged him- 


Sir Reger, Then let him hang. I don't | 
wonder at it, the fellow has been mad theſe 


twenty years. With this he ſlunk away. 


Then Fas#'s friends began to hunch and puſh | 


done another, Why don't you go and cut the poor 


fellow down? Why don't yon? And why don't 
you * Not I, (quoth one;) Not I, (quoth an- 
_ other;) No# J, (quoth a third ;) he may hang 
 Ptll doomſday before I relieve him. Nay, it is 


credibly reported that they were ſo far from ſuc- 


couring their poor friend in this his diſmal cir- 
cumſtance, that Pz/chirnſcoker and ſeveral of 
his companions went in and pulled him by the 
legs, and thumped him on the breaſt, Then 
they began to rail at him for the very thing 
which they had adviſed and juſtified before, 
viz, his getting into the old 1 
family, and putting on her livery, The 
keeper, who performed the laſt office, com- 
ing up, found Jack ſwinging, with no life in 


him; he took down the body gently and laid 


it on a bulk, and brought out the rope to the 
company. * This, gentlemen, is the rope 
that hang'd Jack ; what mult be done with 


* 6 it?“ Upon which they ordered it to be laid 


among 


- 
| 
; 


5E „ „%fi;. ow 


Sir 2 * 
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among the curioſities *® of Greſbam - College, 
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and it is called Fack's rope to this very day. 


However, Fact, after all, had ſome ſmall to- 


kens of life in him, but lies at this time paſt 
hope of a total recovery, with his head 


| hanging on one ſhoulder, without ſpeech or 
motion. The coroner's inqueſt ſuppoſing him 


to be dead, brought him in non compos. 


CHAP. XIV. 


The conference between Don Diego and 
Iuohn Bull. = 


TNURING the time of the foregoing 


tranſactions, Don Diego was entertain- 


ing Fehn Bull. 


D. Dig. 1 hope, Sir, this day's pro- 
ceeding will convince you of the ſincerity of 
your old friend Diego, and the treachery of 


FJ. Bull. What's the matter now? 

D. K You have been endeavouring, 
for ſeveral years, to have juſtice done upon 

MT that 


to Crane · Court in Fleeiſtreet. 


Since removed with the royal ſociety in- 
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that rogue 7Jac#, but what through the re- 
miſſneſs of conſtables, juſtices, and packed 
Jaries, he has always found the means to e- 


ſcape. „ 
J. Bull. What then? 


D. Diego. Conſider then, who is your 


beſt friend, he that would have brought him 


to condign puniſhment, or he that has ſaved | 
him. By my perſuaſion Jack had hanged |, 


himſelf, if Sir Roger had not cut him down. 


7. Bull, Who told you that Sir Roger 


has done ſo? 
D. Diego. Lou ſeem to receive me cold- 


ly ; methinks my ſervices deſerve a better re- 


> nem. | 


J. Bull. Since you value yourſelf upon : 
hanging this poor ſcoundrel, I tell you, when 
I have any more hanging-work, I'll ſend for 


thee : I have ſome better employment for Sir 


Roger: In the mean time, I deſire the poor 
fellow may be looked after. When he firſt 


came out of the north country into my fami- 


ly, under the pretended name of Timothy | 


Trim, the fellow ſeemed to mind his loom 


and his ſpinning-wheel, till ſomebody turned 
his head; then he grew ſo pragmatical, that 
he took upon him the government of my | 
whole family : I could never order any r : 


witkin or without doors, but he muſt be 


ways giving his counſel, forſooth : K 
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leſs, tell him, I will forgive what is paſt; 
and if he would mind his buſineſs for the fu- 
ture, and not meddle out of his own ſphere, 


He will find, that John Bull is not of a cruel 
_ diſpoſition. 


D. Diego. Yet all your ſkilful phyſicians 
fay, that nothing can recover your mother, 


dut a piece of Jaci's liver boiled in her 
_ foup. 3 3 


J. Bull. Thoſe are quaeks: My mother 


\  abhors ſuch cannibals food: She is in per- 
fect health at preſent: I would have given 

many a 

fometime ago. There are indeed two or 

| three old troubleſome nurſes, that, becauſe 
they believe I am tender-hearted, will never 


pound to have had her ſo well 


let me have a quiet night's reſt with knock- 


ing me up: Oh, Sir, your mother is ta- 
« ken extremely ill! ſhe is fallen into a faint- 


« ing fit! ſhe has a great emptineſs, wants 


„ ſuſtenance !” This is only to recommend 


themſelves for their great care: John Bull, 


| as ſimple as he is, underſtands a little of a 


N CHAP. 


p * 


New clamours about the danger of the 
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CHAP. Xv. 


The ſequel of the meeting at the * Salutation, | 


; W HERE I think I left 7% Bull, ſitting 

between Nic. Frog and Lewis Baboon, | 
great concern to | 
keep Lewis and Nic. aſunder. As watchful | 
as he was, Nic. found the means now and 
then to ſteal a whiſper, and by a cleanly con- 


with his arms a-kimbo, in 


veyance under the table, to flip a ſhort note 


into Lewis's hand; which Lewis as flily put 


into John's pocket, with a pinch or a jog, to 


warn him what he was about. 70% had the 
_ euriolity to retire into a corner, to peruſe 


theſe + Billet-doux of Nic's; wherein he 
found that Nic. had uſed great freedoms, 


both with his intereſt and reputation. One 
contained theſe words: Dear Lewis, thou 


« ſeeſt clearly that this blockhead can never | 


« bring his matters to bear: Let thee and 
« me talk to-night by ourſelves at the Roſe, 
and I'll give thee ſatisfaction.“ Another 
was thus expreſſed : «+ Friend Lewis, 


* At the congreſs of Utrecht. 


I Some offers of the Dutch at that time, in | 


order to get the negotiation into their hands. 


has thy 
* ſenſe | 
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« ſenſe quite forſaken thee, to make Bull 
« ſuch offers? Hold faſt, part with nothing, 
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« and I will 


give thee a better bargain, I'll 


4% warrant thee.” 


In ſome of his billets he told Leis, c That 
« John Bull was under his guardianſhip ; 


A that the beſt part of his ſervants were at 


« his command ; that he could have John 


„ gagged and bound whenever he pleaſed by 


c the people of his own family.” In all theſe 


| _ epiſtles, blockhead, dunce, aſs, coxcomb, were 


the beſt epithets he gave poor John. In others 
he threatened, * „That he, Eſquire South, 
« and the reſt of the tradeſmen, would lay 


« Lewis down upon his back and beat out his 


« teeth, if he did not retire immediately, 
% and break up the meeting.” 
I fancy I need not tell my reader, that John 


often changed colour as he read, and that his 


fingers itched to give Nic. a ſlap on the 
chops; but he wiſely moderated his choleric 


. temper, * I ſaved this fellow (quoth he) 
* from the gallows, when he ran away from 


« his laſt maſter, becauſe I thought he was 
| « barſhly 


* Threatening that the Allies would carry 


on the war, without the help of the Englih. 


+ The King of Spain, whole yoke the 
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e harſhly treated; but the rogue was no 
«© ſooner ſafe under my protection, than he 
gan to lye, pilfer and ſteal like the de- 
When ! firſt ſet him up in a warm 
« houſe, he had hardly put up his ſign, when | 


ec he 


«© I. 


cc he 


The nis rer of 


began to debauch my beſt cuſtomers 


« from me. f Then it was his conſtant prac- 


te tice to rob my fiſh-ponds, not only to feed | 

- "00 * 0 famuly, but to trade with the fiſh-mon- | 
: I conniv'd at the fellow, till he be- 
cc « Ban to tell me, that they were his as much 
mine. In my manor of + Eaftcheap, 
« . it lay at ſome diſtance from my 
4 conſtant inſpection, he broke down my fen- | 


© ces, robb'd my orchards, and beat my ſer- 


ce yants, When I uſed to reprimand him for | 


& his 


% brazen it out, as if he had done nothing 


tricks, he would talk ſaucily, lye, and 


„ amiſs, Will nothing cure thee of thy 
* pranks, Nic? (quoth 1) I ſhall be forced, 
«« ſometime or other, to chaſtiſe thee. The 
rogue got up his kane and threatened me, 


«c and 


— 


Dutch 8 of with the affſtance ot the |. 
Engliſh. : 


Te? 


Complaints againſt the Dutch, for en- 


croac 


1 


hment in trade, fiſhery, Eaft-Indies, 
The war with the Dutch, on theſe ac- 


counts. 
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© and was well thwack'd for his pains. But Þ 
« think his behaviour, at this time, worſt of 


© all ; after I have almoſt drowned myſelf to 


60 keep his head above water, he would leave 


« me ſticking in the mud, truſting to his 


« goodneſs to help me out. After 1 have 
«© beggar'd myſelf with his troubleſome law- 


. ſuit, with a pox to him, he takes it in 


« mighty dudgeon, becauſe I have brought 
« him here to end matters amicably, and be- 
« cauſe I won't let him make me over, by 
% deed and indenture, as his Jawful cully ; 
1% which, to my certain knowledge, he has 
« attempted ſeveral times. But, after all, 


e canſt thou gather grapes from thorns ? Mic. 


« does not pretend to be a gentleman ; he is 


« a tradeſman, a ſelf-ſeeking wretch : But 
„ how cameſt thou to bear all this, John? 


« The reaſon is plain; thou conferreſt the 


„ benefits, and he receives them; the firft 


« produces love, and the laſt ingratitude. 


« Ah! Nic. Nic. thou art a damn'd dog, 
e that's certain; thou know'ſt too well that 
 & ] will take care of thee; elſe thou would't 


© not uſe me thus, I won't give thee up, 
« it is true; but as true as it is, thou ſhalt 
* not ſell me, according to thy laudable cu- 


| s ſtom.” While John was deep in this ſoli- 


_ loquy, Nic. broke © out into the following pro- 
— 1 


GexTLE- 
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GENTLEMEN, 


I believe every body here preſent will al. 
% low me to be a very juſt and diſintereſted 
* perſon, My friend John Bull here is very 
angry with me, forſooth, becauſe I will 


* not agree to his fooliſh bargains. Now, I 
« declare to all mankind, I ſhould be ready 


Cc 


«© but the care of his intereſt, and that of the 


% honeit * 7radeſmen that are embark'd with | 


« us, keeps me from entering into this com- 
« poſition, What ſhall become of thoſe poor 
* creatures? The thoughts of their impend- 
ing ruin diſturbs my night's reſt; therefore, 


« J deſire they may ſpeak for themſelves, "Me 


« they are willing to give up this — | 
% ſhan't make two words of it.” 


John Bull begged him to Jay aſide hat 


immoderate concern for him ; and, withal, put 
him in mind, that the intereſt of thoſe tradeſ- 
men had not fat quite ſo heavy upon him ſome 
years ago, on a like occaſion. Nic. anſwered 


little to that, but immediately pulled out a 


boatſwain's whiſtle, Upon the firſt whiff, the 


tradeſmen came jumping into the room, and 


| * to * Lewis, like ſo many yelp- 
ing 


»The Allies, 


to ſacrifice my own concerns to his quiet; 
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ing curs about a great boar; or, to uſe a mo- 


deſter ſimile, like duns at a great Lord's le- 


vee, the morning he goes into the country. 
One pulled him by his ſleeve, another by the 
ſkirt, a third hollowed in his ear: They be- 


gan to aſk him for all that had been taken 


om their forefathers, by ſtealth, fraud, force, 


or lawful purchaſe : Some aſked for manors, 
others for acres, that lay convenient for them; 


that he would pull down his fences, level his 
ditches: All agreed in one common demand, 
that he ſhould be purged, ſweated, vomited, 
and ſtarved, till he came to a ſizeable bulk, 
lke that -of his neighbours: One modeſtly 
aſked him leave to call him brother: Moc. 


| Frog demanded two things, to be his porter 


and his fiſhmonger, to keep the keys of his 
gates, and furniſh the kitchen. John's ſiſter 


Peg only defired that he would let his ſer- 


vants ſing pſalms a- ſundays. Some deſcended 
even to the aſking of old clothes, ſhoes, and 


| boots, broken bottles, tobacco pipes, and ends 


of candles. 55 
Monſieur Bull, (quoth Lewis) you ſeem to 
be a man of ſome breeding : For God's ſake, 
uſe your intereſt with theſe meſſieurs, that they 
would ſpeak but one at once; for if one had 


a hundred pair of hands, and as many tongues, 


he cannot ſatisfy them all at this rate. John 


| begged they might proceed with ſome me- 


thod ; 
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thod; then they ſtopped all of a ſudden, and | 


would not ſay a word, If this be your play, 


(quoth Fohn) that we may not be like a qua- 
| ker's dumb meeting, let us begin ſome diver- 


ſion; what d'ye think of rouly-pouly, or a 


country dance? what if we ſhould have a 
match at foot-ball? I am ſure we hall 1 never 
end matters at chis 8 


k "08 . 7 4 
2 . — — — 


CHAP. XVI. 


How John Bull and Nic. Frog ſettled their. * 


accympts, 


J. Bull. Dꝰ RING this general ceſſation 


of talk, what if you and I, 


Mie. ſhould enquire how money-matters Rand | 


between us ? 

Mic. Frog. 
dealing ; and let Hocus audite : he knows how 
the money was diſburſed. 

J. Bull. I am nor much for chat at pre- 
ſent; we will ſettle it better between ours 

ſelves : Fair and ſquare, Nic. keeps friends 


together. There have been laid out, in this | 
law-ſuit, at one time, 36,000 pounds, and | 
40, ooo crowns : In ſome caſes I, in others 


you, bear the greateſt proportion, 


With all my heart, I ho exact 


| 


* i 


Mic. Right: I pay three fifths of the great- 
eſt number, and you pay two thirds of the 
leſſer number : I think this is fair and ſquare, 
as you call it, 

John. Well, go on. 


. 


Nic. Two thirds of 36,000 pounds, are 


24,000 pounds for your ſhare, and there re- 


mains 12,000 for mine. Again, of the 40,000 
crowns, I pay 24,000, which is three fifths, 
and you pay only 16,000, which is two fifths 


24,000 crowns make 6000 pounds; and 


16,000 crowns make 4000 pounds; 12,000 


and 6,000 make 18,000 ; 24,000 and 4000 


make 28,000, So there are 18,000 pounds 
to my ſhare of the expences, and 28,000 to 
yours, 5 > Es | | 
After Nic. had bambouzled /n a wille 
about the 18, 00 and the 28,000, John cal- 
led for counters; but what with flight of 
hand, and taking from his own ſcore, and ad- 
ding to Fohn's, Nic. brought the balance al- 


ways on his own fide, 


F. Bull. Nay, good friend Nic. though I 
am not quite ſo nimble in the fingers, I un- 
derſtand cyphering as well as you, I will 
produce you my accompts one by one, fairly 
writ out of my own books: And here I be- 
gin with the firſt, You muſt excuſe me if I 
do not pronounce the law terms right. 


0 Lebn 
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- [ John reads, |] 


For the expences erdinary of the faite, fees 
to judges, puny judges, lawyers innumerable 
of all ſorts. 

Of extraordinarizs, as follows per accompt : 
Io Eſquire South's — for poſt termi- 


num. — - - 
To ditto for non eft Allie - "7 
To ditto for noli proſegui 5, dl iſcontinuance, ; 
and retrax it . 
For writs of error = - - 
Suits of conditions unperformed oy 


To Hocus for dedimus poteſkatem = 
To ditto for a capias ad computandum 
To Frog's new tenants per accompt to He- 
cus, for audiia querela's = = - 
On the ſaid accompt for writs of ejetment 
and di i/lring as - - - - - 
To Eſcquire South s quota for a return of a 
0. off invent. And nulla habet bona - 
To — for a pardon in forma pauperis 
To Jack for a melius inquirendum upon a 
E 
To coach- hire 1 - 
For treats to juries and witneſſes - 
John having read over his articles, with the 
reſpective ſums, brought m 1 debtor to 
: bim __ the balance 3382 12 00 


Then | 
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Then Mie. Frog pulled his bill out of his 


pocket, and began to read : 


| Nicholas Frog's accompt. 


1 | Remains to be deducted out of the former 


accompt : : 


Paid by Nic. Frog for his ſhare of the r- 


dinary exhences of the ſuit 


| To Hecus for entries of a rege incenſulto 
To John Bull's nephew for a venire PT 


the money not yet all laid out 


| The coach-hire for my wife and family, and 


the carriage of my goods — the time 


of this law · ſuit 5 Py 
For the extraordinary expences of feeding my 
family during this law-ſuit - - 


{ To Major 1b. VVV - 
[WP Major IWill, - 6 


and ſumming all up, found due upon the 


| balance by Jobz Bull to Nic. Frag 99 04 06 


John Bull. As for your venire [acias, I 
have paid you for one already; in the other, 


I believe you will be nonſuited. I'll take care 


of my nephew myſelf, Your coach-hire and 
family charges are moſt unreaſonable dedue - 
tions; at that rate, I can bring in any man 
in the world my debtor. But who the devil 


VHÜVÜVLmoůͥl!l!u 
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are thoſe two majors that conſume all my mo- 
ney ? I find they always run away with the 


balance in all accompts. 


Nic. Frog. Two very honeſt gentlemen, „ 
aſſure you, that have done me ſome ſervice. 


To tell you plainly, Major 4b. denotes thy 
greater avi/ity, and Major Vill. thy greater 


willingneſs to carry on this law- ſuit. It was 
but reaſonable thou ſhould'ſt pay both for thy . 


power and thy poſetiveneſs. 


7 Bull. 1 believe 1 ſhall have thoſe two | 5 
Honeſt __ diicount on my fide 1 in a little | 


time. 


denne the generoſity of the noble and rick : 
Jun Bull? I wonder thou art not aſhamed. 
Ch Hecus! Heocnus ! where art thou? It uſed 


to go anrother-g:iſe manner in thy time. 


When a poor man has almoſt undone himſelf 
for thy ſake, thou art for fleecing him, and 


geecing him; is that thy conſcience, Ihn? 
7. Bull. Very pleaſant, indeed! it is well 
kaown thou retaineſt thy lawyers by the year, 
lo a freſh law-ſuit adds but little to thy ex- 
peaces ; * " wr are thy cuſlomers; I hardly 


ever 


— 


e The money denn in Helland and Flan: 
ders. 


. Me. Fg. Why all this biggliog with thy | 


E 
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ever ſell them a farthing's worth of any thing: 


Nay, thou haſt ſet up an eating-houſe, where 
the whole tribe of them ſpend all they can 


rap or run. If it were well reckoned, I be- 
lieve thou getteſt more of my money, than 
thou ſpendeſt of thy own ; however, if thou 
wilt needs plead poverty, own, at lealt, that 


Sz thy accompts are falſe, 


Nic. Frog, No, marry wont I, I refer my- 
ſelf to theſe honeſt gentlemen, let them judge 
between us. Let Eſquire Souz5 ſpeak his 


mind, whether my accompts are not right, 


and whether we ought not to go on with our 


law-ſuir. 


J. Bull. Conſult the butchers about keep- 


| jag of Lent, Doſt think that 7% Bull will 


be tried by“ Pzepowwders ? | tell you, once for 


all, n Bull knows where his ſhoe pinches . 


O 3 4 None 5 


* Court of Piepowders (curia edis pul- 
verizati ) is a court of record incident to eve- 
ry fair; whereof the ſteward is judge, and the 
trial is by merchants and traders in the fair. 
It is ſo called, becauſe it is moſt uſual in the 
ſummer, and becauſe of the expedition in 


hearing cauſes; for the matter is to be done, 
| complained of, heard and determined the ſame 


day, that is, before the duſt goes off the feet. 


© | of the plaintiffs and defendants. 
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None of your eſquires ſhall give him the law, 
as long as he wears this truſty weapon by his 
2 or has an inch of broad cloth in his 
— | ET 
Nic Frog. Why there it is, you will be 
both judge and party; I am ſorry thou diſ- 
coverelt ſo much of thy head- ſtrong humour 
before theſe ſtrange gentlemen: I have often 
rold thee it would prove thy ruin ſome time or 


other: Let it never be ſaid, that the famous 


John Bull has departed in deſpite of court. 


FJ. Bull. And will it not reflect as much on | 
thy character, Nic. to turn barretter in thy 
old days; a ſtirrer up of quarrels amongſt thy 
neighbours? I tell thee, Mic. ſome time or 


other thou wilt repent this, 
But 70% ſaw clearly he ſhould have no- 


 _ thing but wrangling, and that he ſhould have 
as little ſucceſs in ſettling his accompts, as. 


_ ending the compoſition, Since they will needs 
overload my ſhoulders (quoth John) I ſhall 
throw down the burden with a ſquaſh amongſt 
them, take it up who dares : A man has a 


fine time of it amongſt a combination of ſharp- - 


ers, that vouch for one another's honeſty. 
John, look to thyſelf ; old Lewis makes rea- 
ſonable offers; when thou haſt ſpent the ſmall 


pittance that is left, thou wilt make a glori- 


ous figure, when thou art brought to live up- 


on Mi. Frog, and Eſquire South's = | 
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and gratitude: If they uſe thee thus when 
they want thee, what will they do when thon 
wanteſt them? I fay again, John, look to 
_ thyſelf. | 

70 H N wiſely ſtifled his reſentments, and 
told the company, that in a little time he 
ſhould give them law, or ſomething better. 

All. * Law! law ! Sir, by all means, What 
is twenty-two poor years towards the finiſhing 
a law-ſuit ? For the love of God, more law, 
Sir! 
J. Bull. Prepare your demands; how many - 
years more of law do you want, that! may 
order my affairs accordingly ? * the mean- 
while farewel. 
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CHAP. xvil. 
7 How John Bull found all his family i in an. 


uproar at bome, 


TIC. FROG, who thought of nothing 
but carrying John to the market, and 
| | | there 


9 CAR —_— 


* 


he 8 for continuing the war. | 
cel Clamours about the 6 of the ſuc- 
*. | 
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there diſpoſing of him as his own proper goods, 1 
was mad to find that 7247 thought himſelf | 


now of age to look after his own affairs. He 
| reſolved to traverſe this new project, and to 
make him uneaſy in his own /amily, He had 
corrupted or deluded molt of his ſervants into 
the. moſt extravagant conceits in the world ; 
that their maſter. was run mad, and wore a 
dagger in one pocket, and poiſon in the other; 


that he had ſold his wife and children to 


Lewis, diſinherited his heir, and was going 
to ſettle his eſtate upon a pariſb- boy; that if 
they did not look after their maiter, he would 
do ſome very miſchievous thing. When John 


came home, he found a more ſurpriſing ſcene 


than any he had yet met with, and that you 
will ſay was ſomewhat extraordinary. | 


le called his cook-maid Betty, to beſpeak 
his dinner: Betty told him, That ſhe beg- 


aged his pardon, ſhe could not dreſs dinner 
« till ſhe knew what he intended to do with 
« his will.” «© Why, Betty, (quoth John) 


« thou ert not run mad, art thou? My wilt _ 


at preſent is to have dinner.“ That may 
« be (quoth Betty), but my conſcience won't 
allow me to dreſs it, till I know whether 
% you intend to do righteous things by your 
heir. © I am ſorry for that, Betty (quo h 
« John), I muſt find ſomebody elſe then.“ 

Then he called 7chn the barber, *« Before I 
na « begin 


— 


Where's Dick che butler ? 
[8 Dick), I am very willing to ſerve you in my. 
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0 begin (quoth 7%), I hope your honour 


« won't be offended, if I aſk you, Whether 


you intend to alter your will? If you won't 
t give me a politive anſwer, your beard may 
grow down to your middle for me.“ 


gad 
« ſo it ſhall (quoth Bull), for I will never truſt 
e my throat in ſuch a mad fellow's hands.“ 
% Look ye (quoth 


te calling, d'ye ſee ; but there are 4 re- 


ports, and plain dealing is beſt, d'ye fee; 1 


e muſt be ſatisfied if you intend to leave all to 
your nephew, and if Nic. Frog is ſtill your 
«© executor, d' ye ſee; if you will not ſatisfy 
s me as to theſe points, you may drink with 
the ducks,” And ſo I will (quoth John), 


% rather than keep a butler that loves my heir 
„ better than myſelf.” Hob the ſhoemaker, 
and Pricket the taylor, told him, «+ They 
« would moſt willingly ſerve him in their ſe- 
« veral ſtations, if he would promiſe them ne- 
© yer to talk with Lewis Baboon, and let Ni- 
e cholas Frog, linen-draper, manage his con- 
*© cerns ; that they could neither make ſhoes 
te nor clothes to any that were not in 

& correſpondence with their worthy friend 


% Nicholas,” 3 


J. Bull. Call Andrew my journey-man. 


How goes affairs, Andrew ? I hope the devil 


has not taken poſſeſſion of thy body too. 
| ly I Toe e Andrew, 
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Andrew, No, Sir; I only defire to know. | 


what you would do if you were dead ? 

J. Bull. Juſt as other dead folks do, Ju- 
drew. This is ama: ing! Ade. 
Andreu. I mean, if your nephew ſhall in- 
herit your eſtate? 5 ; 
J. Bull. That depends upon. himſelf, I 
| ſhall do nothing to hinder him, 


Andrew. But will you make it fure ? | 


J. Bull. Thou meaneſt, that 1 ſhould put 
him in poſſeſſion, for I can make it no ſurer. | 
without that; he has all the law can give. 


him. 


leven points of the law. 

Jol began now to think that they were 
all inchanted; he enquired about the age of 
the moon; if Mic. had not given them ſome. 


intoxicating potion, or if old mother Jeniſa 


was [till alive? No, 0 my faith (quoth Har- 
% y), I believe there is no potion in the caſe, 
but a little aurum petabile, You will have 
4 more of this by and by.” He had ſcarce 


ſpoke the word, when another friend of Tobn's . 


accoſted him after the following manner: 


«« Since thoſe worthy perſons, who are as 


% much concerned for your ſafety as I am, 
have employed me as their orator, I deſire 
to know whether you will have it by way 

. 885 «of 


Andrew. Indeed poſſeſſion, as you ſay, 
would make it much ſurer; they ſay, it is 1 
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ec of þilegiſm, enthymem, dilemma, or ſori- 


F 


FOHN now began to be diverted with 


their extravagance. 
J. Bull. Let's have a forites by all means; 


though they are all new to me. 


Friend. It is evident to all who are verſed 


in hiſtory, that there were two ers that 


played the whore two thouſand years ago: 
Therefore it plainly follows, that it is not law- 
ful for hn Bull to have any manner of inter- 
courſe with Lewis Baboon : If it is not lawful 
for John Bull to have any manner of inter- 


courſe (correſpondence, if you will, that is „ 


much the ſame 3 then, a ſortiori, it is 
much more unlawful for the ſaid John to 
make over his wife and children to the ſaid 


| Lewis : If his wife and children are not to be 
made over, he is not to wear a dagger and 
ratſbane in his pockets : If he wears a dagger 


and ratſbane, it muſt be to do miſchief to him- 


| ſelf, or ſomebody elſe: If he intends to do 
miſchief, he ought to be under guardians, and 


there is none ſo fit as myſelf, and ſome other 
worthy perſons, who have a commiſſion for 
that purpoſe from Nic, Frog, the executor of 
his will and teſtament. 


J. Bull. And this is your ſoritet, you ſay? 


—— With that he ſnatched a good tough oak- 
en cudgel, and began to brandiſh it; then 


happy 


170 The His Tory of 


happy was the man that was firſt at the door; 
crowding to get out, they tumbled down 
ſtairs; and it is credibly reported ſome of 
them dropped very valuable things in the 


hurry, which were picked up by others of the 
family. 


That any of theſe rogues ( quoth John) ſhould 


imagine I am not as much concerned as they 
about having my affairs in a ſettled condition, 
or that I would wrong my heir for I know not 
what! Well, Nic. I really cannot but applaud 
thy diligence ; I muſt own this is really a pret- 


ty ſort of a trick, but it ſhan' t do thy buſineſs 


: for all that. 


CHAP, XVII, 


. How Lewis Baboon came to viſit John Bull, 4 


23 wr paſſed between them. 


I think it is but ingenuous to acquaint the 
reader, that this chapter was not wrote 
by Sir Humphrey himſelf, but by another 


very able pen of the * of Greb- | 


Areet. 


* Private negotiations about Dunkirk. 


JOHN | 
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| Jaun had (by ſome good inſtruddiens given 


him by Sir Roger) got the better of his 
choleric temper; and wrought himſelf up to a 
great ſteadineſs of mind, to purſue his own 
intereſt through all impediments that were 


thrown in the way : He began to leave of 
ſome of his old acquaintance, his roaring and 
bullying about the ſtreets ; he put on a ſeri- 
ous air, knit his brows, and, for the time, had 
made a very conſiderable progreſs in politics, 
conſidering that he had been kept a ſtranger 
to his own affairs, However, he could not 
help diſcovering ſome remains of his nature, 
when he happened to meet with a foot-ball, 
or a match at cricket; for which Sir Roger 


was ſure to take him to taik. John was walk- 
ing about his room, with folded arms, and a 
molt thoughtful countenance : His ſervant 
brought him word that one Leif Baboon be- 

lou wanted to 9 with him. John had got 

an impreſſion, that Lewis was ſo deadly cun- 
ning a man, that he was afraid to venture 
himſelf alone with him: At laſt he took heart 
of grace; Let him come up (quoth he), it 


* is but {ticking to my point, and he can ne- 


©« yer over-reach me-. ; | 
L uit Baboon, Monſieur Bull, I will frank- 
ly acknowledge, that my behaviour to my 
* neighbours has been ſomewhat uncivil, and I 
believe you will — grant me, that | bave 
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met with uſage accordingly. I was fond of 


back-ſword and cudgel - play from my youth, 


and I now bear in my body many a black and | 
blue gaſh and fcar, God knows. 1 had as 
good a warehouſe, and as fair poſſeſſions, as 
any of my neighbours, though I ſay it; but 


a contentious temper, flattering ſervants, and 


unfortunate ſtars, have brought me into cir- 
cumſtances that are not unknown to you. 
Theſe my misfortunes are heightened by do- 
meſtic calam'ties, That I need not relate. 1 
am a poor batter'd old fellow, and I would 
_ willingly end my days in peace: But, alas! I 
ſee but ſmall hopes of that, for every new cir- 


cumſtance affords an ent to my enemies 


to purſue their revenge; formerly I was to be | 
| banged becauſe I was too ſtrong, and now, 
am to be | 


becauſe I am too weak to reſiſt ; 
brought down when too rich, and oppreſſed 
| when too poor. Nic. Frog has uſed me like a 
ſcoundrel ; you are a gentleman, and I freely 


put myſelf in your hands, to diſpoſe of me as 


you think fit. 


J. Bull. Look you, Maſter Baboon, as to 
your was of your neighbours, you had beſt 
not dwe 

ſuffice at preſent, that you have been met with: 
You have been rolling a great ſtone up-hill all | 


too much upon that chapter ; let it 


_ your life, and at laſt it has come tumbling 


down, till it is like to cruſh you to pieces: 
VVG 


of E 8 you ſay? 
2 


JOHN BULL. 18 173 


a Plain- dealing is beſt. If you have any parti- 


cular mark, Mr. Baboon, whereby one may 
know when you fib, and when you ſpeak 


truth, you had beſt tell it me, that one may 


proceed accordingly ; but ſince at preſent I 
know of none ſuch, it is better that you ſhould 
truſt me, than that I ſhall truſt you. 

L. Baboon, I know of no particular mark 


ef veracity amongſt us tradeſmen, bur intereſt ; 


and it is manifeſtly mine not to deceive you at 

this time; you may ſafely truſt me, I can aſ- 

ſure you. . . 
J. Bull. The truſt I give is in ſhort this, 


8 I muſt have ſomething in hand, before I make 


2 bargain, and the reſt before it is conclu- 
Z. Baboow. To ſhew you I deal fairly, name 


your ſomething. - 


J. Bull. I need not tell thee, old boy; 
thou can't gueſs, Fe 
L. Baboon. * Eccleſdown-cafile, I'll war- 
rant you, becauſe it has been formerly in your 


| family! Say no more, you ſhall have it. 


J. Bull. I ſhall have it to m'own ſelf? 
L. Baboon. To thy n'own ſelf. 

J. Bull. Every wall, gate, room, and inch 

L. Ba- 


2 


* EEE 


9 Dunkirk. 
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N Juſt fo. 


cal Bull. Every ſingle ſtone of E hb 
le 


„to m'own ſelf, ſpeedily ! 


L. Baboon. When you pleaſe; what needs 


more words ? ? 


F. Bull, But tell me, old boy, haſt thou 


laid aſide all thy equivecals and mentals \ in 
this caſe? 


I. Baboon. There's nothing like x matter of | 


fact; ſeeing 1 is believing. 


7. Bull. Now thou talk'ſt to the purpoſe ; 31 
let us ſhake hands, old boy. Let me aſk thee 


one queſtion more ; What haſt thou to do to 


meddle with the affairs of my family ? ? to dif- = 


7 poſe of my eſtate, old boy ? 


L. Baboon. Juſt as much as you hive to | 


do with the affairs of Lord Strutt. 


3 Bull. Ay, but my trade, my very be- I 


'was concerned in that, 
L. Baboon. And my intereſt was concerned 


in the other: But let us both drop our pre- _ 


tences ; for I believe it is a moot point, whe- 
ther I am more likely to make a Maſter Bull, 


or you a Lord Strutt. 


J. Bull. A , old boy; but then I muſt 
have ſecurity t | ſhall carry my broad cloth 
to market, ald b 


L. Baboon. That you ſhall : E ccleſdown- A 


caſtle! Eccleſdown 4 "dar that: Why 
would f. 


_ 


ö 
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would'ft thou not take it when it was offered 


thee ſome years ago ? 
Bull. I would not take i i, becauſe they 


roll me thou would'ſt not give it me. 


L. Bahoon. How could Monſieur Bull be 
ſo groſly abuſed by downright nonſenſe ? they 


chat adviſed you to refuſe, muſt have believed 


I intended to give, elſe why would they not 


make the experiment? But I can tell you 


N . 


has not uſed me like a 


your punRilio's of ceremony; he is clowniſh, 


more of that matter than perhaps you know 
at preſent. 

J. Bull. But what ſay'ſt thou as to the 
* Nic. and the reſt of the tradeſ- 


Fr 
men? 1 them. 


L. Baboon. Thou haſt but ſmall obliga- 
tions to Nic. to my certain knowledge : : He 
tleman. 


J. Bull. Nic. indeed is not very nice in 


as a man may ſay : Belching and calling of 
names have been allowed him, time out of 


mind, by preſcription: But, however, we are 


engaged in on cm—__ 1 
look after him. 

L. Baboon. All matters that relate to him, 
and the reſt of the plaintiffs in this law-fuit, 
I will refer to your Juſtice. 250 
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CHAP. XX. 


Nic. Frog's ſetter to John Bull; wherein be | 


endeavours to vindicate all bis condudd with 


relation to John Bull and the law-ſuit. 


IC. perceived now that his culy had e- 
loped, that ohn intended henceforth to 


deal without a broker; but he was reſolved to 


Amongſt other artifices, he wrote a moſt obli- 


er. 


„„ Dzan FRIEND, * 


4 W 


« flecting what it was that could provoke you 
* to it; but, upon a narrow inſpection into 


% my conduct, I can find nothing to reproach 


2 myſelf with, but too partial a concern for 


« your intereſt, You no ſooner ſet this com- | 


« poſition a- foot, but I was ready to comply, 
% and prevented your very wiſhes ; and the 


* «« affair might have been ended before now, 
« had it r 
* 3 


— — 


leave no ſtone unturned to recover his bubble: 


ging letter which he ſent him printed in a 
A r 


HEN 1 conſider the late ill uſage 1 | 
have met with from you, I was re- 


„ — — — EOYES — 
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« Eſquire South, and the other poor creatures 


* embarked in the ſame common cauſe, whoſe 
% ſafety touches me to the quick. You 
1 ſeemed a little jealous that I had dealt un- 
« fairly with you in money-matters, till it 


appeared by your own accompts, that there 
« was ſomething due to me upon the balance. 
« Having nothing to anſwer to ſo plain a de- 


« monſtration, you began to complain as if I 
% had been familiar with your reputation; 


« when it is well known, not only I, but the 


_ «« meaneſt ſervants in my family, talk of you 
ic with the utmoſt reſpect. I have always, as 
« far as in me lies, exhorted your ſervants and 


t tenants to be dutiful ; not that I any way 


« meddle in your domeſtic affairs, which were 


« very unbecoming for me to do. If ſome of 
% your ſervants expreſs their great concern 


_ « for you in a manner that is not fo very po- 
lite, you ought to impute it to their extra- 


« ordinary „ Which deſerves a reward, ra- 
« ther than a reproof. You cannot 

« me for want of ſucceſs at the Selutation, 
« ſince I am not maſter of the paſſions and 


= intereſts of other folks. I have beggared 


« myſelf with this law-ſuit, undertaken mere- 
« ly in complaiſance to you; and if you would 


% have had but a little patience, I had ſtill 


40 ter things in reſerve, that I intended to 


wy ve done for you, I hope, what I have : 


« fad 
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4 ſaid will prevail with you to lay aſide your 
& unreaſonable jealouſies, and that we may 
t have no more meetings at the Salutation, 
& ſpending our time and money to no pur- 
44 poſe. My concern for your welfare and 
0 proſperity, almoſt makes me mad. You 
% may be aſſured I will continue to be 


« Your affectionate 


Friend and ſervant, 


NIC. FROG.” | 


.. ah. 6 00 of 


Jung froid; tranſeat (quoth Fehn) cum cæie- 
riss erroribus : He was now at his eaſe ; he ſaw 
he could now make a very bargain for 
himſelf, anda very ſafe one for other folks. 


% My ſhirt (quoth he) is near me, but my | 


« ſkin is nearer: Whilſt I take care of the 
«« welfare of other folks, no body can blame 


«« me, to apply a little balſam to my own | 


& ſores, *Tis a pretty thing, after all, for a 
„% man to do his own eſs; a man has 
1 ſuch a tender concern for himſelf, there's 

* nothing like it. 
« J trow, than for John Bull to be ſtandin 
% in the market, like a great drayhorſe, wi 
Frogs paws upon his head 


This is ſomething better, 


„ What will on 
e 


1 florle's, 


Tz. diſcourſe that paſi'd between Nic. Frog 


 Salutation, with a deſign 


| he overheard Nic. and the 
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« give me for this beaſ? ? Serviteur Nic. res 
% you may hiſs my back/ide if you pleaſe. 
% Though 7% Bull has not read your Ari- 


lato's aud Machiavel s, he can 
« ſee as far into a mill-ſtone as another.“ 


With that 5-4» began to chuckle and laugh, 
till he was like to have burſt his ſides. 


CHAP. XX. 


and Eſquire South, which John Bull over- 


OHN thought every minute a year till he 
got into Eccle/down-caſtle ; he repairs tothe 

to break the mat- 
ter gently to his partners ; before he entered, 
eſquire in a very 


pleaſant conference. 


Eſq. South, Oh the ingratitude and in- 


| juſtice of mankind ! that 7% Bull, whom I 
have honoured with my friendlhip 


and pro- 
tection 


* Negotiations between the emperor and 
| the Durch for continuing the war, 
| ting the property of Flanders. 


and get- 
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dection fo long, ſhould flinch at laſt, and $ 


pretend that he can ditburſe no more money 


| for me! that the family of the Szuths, by 


his ſneaking temper, ſhould be kept out of 
their own ! | 


Nic. Frog. An't like your worſhip, I am 


in amaze at it; I think the 


rogue ſhould be 
compelled to his duty. _: 


EV. South, That he ſhould prefer his 
leandalous pelf, the duſt and dregs of the 


| earth, to the proſperity and grandeur of my 
Nic. Frog. Nay, he is miſtaken there too; 


for he would quickly lick himſelf whole again 


by his vails. Tis ſtrange he ſhould prefer | 


Phil/'p Baboon's cuſtom to Eſquire Sout/'s. 


Fg. South, As you ſay, that my clothier, \ 
that is to get ſo much by the purchaſe, thould | 


| 


refuſe to put me in did you ever 
know any 


man's tradeſman ſerve him ſo be- 
fore ? 


Me. Frog. No, indeed, an't pleaſe your 
_ worſhip, it is a very unuſual proceeding ; and 
I would not have been guilty of it for the 
world. If your honour had not a great ſtock 


of moderation and patience, you would not 
bear it ſo well as you do, 8 i 
E. South, It is moſt intolerable, that's 
certain, Nic. and I will be revenged. 5s 
ä * 10. 


CAD SS. 


E. South. 
fible of merit in this world : It is a great 
cornfort, to have fo faithful a friend as thy- : 
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N ic. Frog. Methinks it is ſtrange, that 
Philip Baboon's tenants do not all take your 


| honour's part, conſidering how youu and — 
tle a maſter you are. 


True, Nic. but few are ſen · 


ſelf in ſo critical a juncture. 
Nic. Frog. If all the world ſhould for- 
ſake you, be aſſured Nic Frog never will; let 


us ſtick to our point, and we'll manage Bull, 
| V1 warrant ye. | 


2%. South. Let me kin thee, dear Nic. 


L have found one honeſt man among a thou : 
ſand at laſt. 


Nic. Frog. If it were poſſible, your ho- 


|} nour has it in your power to wed me itill clo- 


ſer to your intereſt. 

Eſq. South. Tell me quickly, dear Nic. 

Nic Frog. You know I am your tenant ; 
the difference between my leaſe and an inheri- 
tance is ſuch a trifle, as I am ſure you will not 
grudge your poor friend; that will be an en- 
couragement to go on; beſides it will make 
Bull as mad as the devil : you and I ſhall be 
able to manage him then to ſome purpoſe. 

E/. South. Say no more; it ſhall be done, 
Nic. to thy heart's content. 


== all this while was liſtening to this 


— CG 2 in his 
— 
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ſleeve, at the pride and ſimplicity of the eſ⸗ 


quire, and the ſly roguery of his friend Nis, | 


Then of a ſudden bolting into the room, he 


began to tell them, that he believed he had 


brought Lewis to reaſonable terms, if they | 


would pleaſe to hear them. 


Then they all bawled out aloud, No com- 
| Poſetion / long live Eſquire South and the law! 


As John was going to proceed, ſome roared, 
ſome ſtamped with their feet, others ttopt 
their ears with their fingers. my 

Nay, gentlemen, (quoth Fobn) i you will 
but ſtop proceeding 2 a while, you ſhall 


judge yourſelves whether * Lewis” 3 * | 


are reaſonable. 

All. Very fine indeed ! ſtop proceeding, 
and ſo loſe a term! 

F. Bull. Not ſo neither, we have ſome- 


| thing by way of advance, he will put us in 


poſſeſſion of his manor and caſtle of Eccleſ- 

down. 

Nic. Frog. What doſt thou talk of us, thou 

meaneſt elf. | 

J. Bull. When Frog took poſſeſſion of 

any thing, it was always 
and =o may not 2 Bull be us, as * 


— * 


== 
livery 


Dunkirk, 


— 24S; 


j 


[ 


| 


ſaid to be for ws, | 


als for 3 and de. | 


| 0 
| . 
| 
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as oe. Frog was us ? I hope John Bull is 
no more confined to ſingularity than Me. 
Frog ; or, take it ſo, the conſtant doctrine 
that thou haſt preached up for many years, 
was, that thou and I are one; and why mult 


we be ſuppoſed two in this caſe, that were al- 


ways one before? Tis impoſſible that thou 
and I can fall out, Nic. we muſt truſt one 


another; I have truſted thee with a great 


many things, prithee truſt me with this one 
trifle. 


Nic. Frog. That principle is true in | the 
main, but there is ſome ſpeciality i in this caſe, 
that makes it highly mconvenient for us both. 

J. Bull. Thoſe are your jealouſies, that 


the common enemies fow between us; 


how often hat thou warned me of thoſe 
rogues, Nic. that would make us miſtruſtful 


| of one another ! 


Nic Frog. This Eccleſdonn- caſtle is only 
a bone of contention, 


J. Bull. It depends upon you to make it 


fo, for my part I am as peaceable as a lamb. 


Nic. Frog. But do youu conſider the un- 
wholeſomeneſs of the air and ſoil, the expen- 


ces of reparations and ſervants? I would 


ſcorn to accept of ſuch a quagmire. 
J. Bull, You are a great man, Nic. 


but in my circumſtances, I muſt be een con- 
tent to take 1 it as it is. 


2 
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Mic. Frog, And you are really ſo ſilly, as 


to believe the old cheating rogue will give it 
you? | 


J. Bull. I believe nothing but matter of | 


fact, I ſtand and fall by that, I am reſolved 
to put him to it. 

Nic. Frog. And ſo relinquiſh the hope- 
fulleſt cauſe in the world, a claim that will 
certainly in the end make thy fortune for 
ever. 8 5 
F. Bull. Wilt thou purchaſe it, Nie? thou 
ſhalt have a lumping pennyworth;; nay, ra- 
ther than we ſhould differ, I'll give thee 
ſomething to take it off my hands, 
Mic. Frog. If thou would'ſt but moderate 
that haſty, impatient temper of thine, thou 


ſhould'ſt quickly ſee a better thing than all 
that. What ſhould'ſt thou think to find old 


Lewis turned out of his paternal eſtates, and the 
 manſion-houſe of * Claypool ? Would not that 
do thy heart good, to ſee thy old friend Nic. 
Frog. Lord of Clay-pool ? then thou and thy 
wife and children ſhould walk in my gardens, 


buy toys, drink lemonade, and now and then 


we ſhould have a country dance. 

J. Bull. I love to be plain, I'd as lieve ſee 
myſelf in Eccleſdown-caſtle, as thee in _ 
5 OY pool. 


— 


| * Clay-pool, Paris. Lutetia. 
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| pool. I tell you again, Lewis gives this as a 
to of his fincerity ; if you won't " 
. to hear * I will, 


CHA . XXI. 


+* The nf of Nick's fetches to hee John out 
/ Eccleſdown- caſtle. 


77H E N Nic. could not diſſuade Jobn by 
argument, he try'd to move his pity ; 

he pretended. to be ſick and like to die, that 
he ſhould - leave his wife and children in a 
ſtarving condition, if 7ohz did abandon him; 
that he was hardly able to crawl about the 
room, far leſs capable to look after ſuch a 
troubleſome buſineſs as this law-ſuit ; and 
therefore begged that his good friend would 
not leave him, When he ſaw that John was 
ſtill inexorable, he pulled out a caſe-knife, 
with which he uſed to ſaicker-ſmee, and 
threatened to cut his own throat. Thrice he 


aimed the knife to his wind-pipe with a moſt 


determined threatening air. What ſigni- 
Q 2 fies 


— 


+ Amos to hinder the celui, and ta- 
king poſſeſſion of Dunkirk. 4 | 
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ies life (quoth he) in this languiſhing eon - 


« dition? It will be ſome pleaſure that my 


e friends will revenge my death upon this 


s barbarous man, that has been the cauſe of 


it.“ All this while John looked ſedate and 
calm, neither offering in the leaſt to ſnatch the 


knife, nor ſtop his blow, truſting to the ten- 


derneſs Nic. had for his own perſon : When 
he perceived that oh was immovable in his 


purpoſe, he applyed himſelf to Lewis. 


Art thou (quoth he) turned bubble in 
te thy old age, from being a ſharper in thy | 
youth? What occaſion haſt thou to give 
e, up Eccleſdown-caſtle to Jobn Bull? his 
„ friendſhip is not worth a ruſh ; give it me, 
and I'll make it worth thy while. If thou 


* diſlikeſt that propoſition, keep it thyſelf ; 


I'd rather thou ſhould'ſt have it, than he. 


If thou hearkeneſt not to my advice, take 


« what follows; Eſquire Soath and I will go 
„ on with our law-ſuit in ſpite of John Bull's. 


8 i . 
L. Baboon. Monſieur Bull has uſed me 


like a gentleman, and | am reſolved to make 


good my promiſe, and truſt him for the con- 


| T:quences. 


Nic. Frog. Then I tell thee thou art an old 
doating fool. — With that, Nic. bounced 


up with a ſpring equal to that of one of your 


nimbleſt tumblers or rope-dancers, and 2 9 
um a 
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' foul upon John Bull, to ſnatch the # cudgel 


he had in his hand, that he might thwack 
Lewis with it: John held it faſt, ſo that there 
was no wrenching it from him. At laſt Squire 
South bucklcd too, to aſſiſt his friend Ns: : 


. 9-bn hauled on one fide, and they two on the 
other; ſometimes they were like to pull 72 


over; then it went all of a ſudden again on 
John's ſide ; ſo they went ſee-ſawing up and 


, down, from one end of the room to the o- 

ther. Down tumbled the tables, bottles, 

| glaſſes, and r + ag The wine and the 
t about the room, and 


tobacco were all ſpi 
the little fellows were almoſt trod under foot, 


wy till more of the tradſemen joining with Nic, 
and the ſquire, John was hardly able to pull 


againſt them all, yet would he never quit 
hold of his truſty cudgel, which, by the con- 
trary force of two ſo great powers, + broke 
ſhort in his hands. Nic. ſeized the longer 


end, and with it began to baſtinado old Lexis, 


who had flunk into a corner, waiting the e- 
vent of this ſquabble. Me. came up to hin 
with an inſolent menacing air, ſo that the old 


fellow was forced to ſkuttle out of the rooin, 


and retire behind a dung-cart, He called to 
5 35 23 5 Nic. 


2 


* The army. 15 i 
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Nic. © Thou infolent jackanapes ! Time was, 
„ when thou durſt not have uſed me ſo; thou th 


e now takeſt me uprovided, but, old and i in- | ſel 
firm as I am, I ſhall find a weapon by and. |} w! 
by to chaſtiſe thy impudence.” „ 
When 7chn Bull had recovered his breath, | ve 

he began to parly with Nic. “ Friend Nic. ov 
_ * Lam glad to find thee fo ſtrong after thy ma: 
great complaints: Really thy motions, Nic, ſte 
„are pretty vigorous for a conſumptive man. N 
« As for thy worldly affairs, Nic. if it can | wa 
4 do thee any ſervice, I freely make over to th: 
A thee this profitable law-ſuit, and I defire all LY 
<< theſe gentlemen to bear witneſs to this my 0 


« act and deed. Yours be all the gain, as = 

c mine has been the charges; I have brought | no 

« it to bear finely : However, all I have laid | 
out upon it goes for nothing, thou ſhalt have 

__ «« jt with all its appurtenances; I aſk nothing 7 
„but leave to go home.” 06) 
Nic. Frog. The council are fee'd, and all 
things prepared for a trial, thou ſhalt be for- | on 
ced to ſtand the iſſue : It ſhall be pleaded in thi 
thy name as well as mine : Go home if thou | 


can'ſt; the gates are ſhut, * the turnpikes. | «©: 
locked, and the roads barricadoed. | 903 

| * Bull. mz 
—— 


O— 


| ® Difficulty of the march of part of che. 
army to Dantirk, To a 
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as, 7. Bull. Even theſe very ways, Nic. that 
hou: | thou toldeſt me, Were as open to me as thy- 
in- ſelf: If I can't paſs with my own equipage, 
and what can I expect for my goods and wag- 

 ' L£ons? I am deny d — through thoſe 
th, | very grounds that I have purchaſed with my 
Vic. own money; however, I am glad I have 
thy made the experiment, it may ſerve me in ſome. 
Vic. ſtead. 
an, JOHN. BULL. was ſo. overjoyed that he 
can was going to take - poſſeſſion of Eccleſdown, 
to that nothing could vex him. Me. (quoth 
e all « he) I am juſt a- going to leave thee, caſt a 
my *«« kind look upon me at parting.” “ 
as NIC. looked ſour. and grim, and would . 
ght | not open his mouth, 
laid J. Bull. 1. wiſh thee all the ſucceſs that 
ave « thy heart can deſire, and that theſe honeſt 
ing | * gentlemen of the long robe may have their 
1 15 « belly-full of law.“ 
| all VIC. could ſtand it no longer, but flun 
for- out of the room with diſdain, and beckone 
din the lawyers to follow him. 
hou J. Bull. “ B'uy, b'uy Nic. not one poor 
bikes * ſmile at parting! won't you ſhake your 
I day-day, Nic. buy Nic?” With that 7h 
ll. | marched out of the common road croſs the 
I country, to take poſſeſſion of Eccleſdown. 
the. CH AP * 
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HAP. XXII. 


Of the great joy that John expreſſed when le 


got poſſeſſion of Eccleſdown, 


W HEN John had got into his caſtle, he 
VV ſeemed like U/y/es upon his plank after 
he had been well ſouſed in falt-water; who , - 
(as Homer ſays) was as glad as a judge going | 


to fit down to dinner, after hearing a long 


_ cauſe upon the bench. I dare ſay John Bull's 


joy was equal to that of either of the two; 


he ſkipped from room to room; ran up ſtairs | 


and down ſtairs, from the kitchen to the gar- 


rets, and from the garrets to the kitchen; he 


peeped into every cranny ; ſometimes he ad- 


mired the beauty of the architecture, and the 


vaſt ſolidity of the maſon's work; at other 


times he commended the ſymmetry and pro- 


portion of the rooms. He walked about the 


gardens ; he bathed himſelf in the canal, 


ſwimming, diving, and beating the liquid ele- 
ment, like a milk-white ſwan. The hall re- 
ſounded with the ſprightly violin, and the 


martial hautboy. The family tript it about 


and capered, like hail/tones bounding from a 
marble floor. Wine, ale, and Octeber, flew 


abont 
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about as plentifully as kennel- water: Then a 


frolic took John in the head, to call up ſome 


of Nic. Frog's penſioners that had been ſo mu- 


tinous in his family. 


J. Bull. Are you glad to ſee your maſter 


in Eccleſdown-caſtle ? 


All. Yes, indeed, Sir, 
F. Bull. Extremely glad ? 
All. Extremely glad, Sir. | 
J. Bull, Swear to me that you are ſo. 
Then they began to damn and fink their 


ſouls to the loweſt pit of hell, if any perſon 


in the. world rejoiced more than they did. 


J. Bull. Now hang me if I don't believe 
you are a parcel of perjured raſcals; however, 
take this bumper of October to your maſter's 


health, | 
Then John got upon the battlements, and 
looking over, he called to Nic. Frog : 


„ How d'ye do, Nic? D'ye ſee where 1 


* am, Nic? I hope the cauſe goes on ſwim- 


« mingly, Nic ? When doſt thou intend to 
0 go to Claypool, Nic? Wilt thou buy there 
„ ſome high heads of the neweſt, cut for my 
« daughters? How comeſt thou to go with 
« thy arm tied up? Has old Leif given thee a 


| © rap over thy fingers-ends? Thy weapon was 


0 A good one when I wielded it, but the butt- 
% end remains in my hands, I am ſo buſy in 


packing 
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« packing up my goods, that I have no time 
e to talk with thee any longer. It would do 
thy heart good. to ſee what waggon-loads I | 
« am preparing for market. If thou wanteſt 

« any good office of mine, for all that has 


* happened, I will uſe thee well Me. B'uy | 
00 Nic.” | | | 
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TT has been diſputed amongſt the literati 
of Grubſtreet, whether Sir Humphrey pro- 


_ * ceeded any farther into the hiſtory of John 


Bull. By diligent enquiry we have found 
the titles of ſome chapters, which appear to 


| be a continuation of it; and are as follow. 


1 Chap. * How John war made angry with 


the articles of agreement. How he kicked 
the parchment through the houſe, up ſtairs 
and down ſtairs, and put . in a great 
heat thereby, 
Chap. II. How in his paſſion he was going to 
cut off Sir Roger's head with a cleaver. 
of the ſtrange manner of Sir R 2 s eſca- 
ping the blow, by laying his head upon the 
reſſer. 


Chap. III. How ſome of John's ſervants at- 
tempted to ſcale his houſe with rope-lad- 
' ders and how many unfortunately dangled 
1 in the ſame, 
Chap. IV. OF the methods by which John 


endeavoured to * ſerve the Peace among ſt 
bis 
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his neighbours : How he kept a pair of in- 
yards to weigh them ; and by diet, purging, 
vomiting, and bleeding, tried to bring them 
to equal bulk and ſtrength, 


Chap. V. Of falſe accounts of the weights 


given in by ſome of the journeymen ; and 


of the New-market tricks, that were 5 

tiſed at the ſtill - yards. 

Chap. VI. How John's new journeymen 

— ” him ng 25 accounts of the ſtill- 

Chap. VII. How Sir * Swain Northy « war, 

by bleeding, purging, and a ſteel- diet, brought 
into a conſumption ; and how John WAS 


forced 9 to give him the * 


cordial. 


Chap. VIII. How + Peter Bear was over- _ 


fed, and afterwards refuſed to ſubmit to 


the courſe of phy/ic. 
Chap. IX. How John pampered Eſquire 


South with tit-bite, till he grew wanton; . 
how he got drunk with Calabrian wine, and 


longed for Sicilian beef, and how John car- 
view him thither in his barge. | 

Chap. X. How the eſquire, from a foul- 
feeder, grew dainty : Ile be longed for 
_— S, ſpices, and indian birds-neſts, 


King of Sueden. + Czar of Muſcory. ; 


220 
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&c. and could rot ſleep but in 4 Chiatz 

dd. © 

Chap. XI. The eſquire turned tradeſman "ED 

— he ſet up a * China-ſhop over againſt | 

Nic. F rog. | 

Chap. XII. How tis procured Spaniſh flies to 

Bliſter his neighbours, and as a provocative 

— to himſelf, As likewiſe, how he raviſbed 
N Nic. Frog's favourite daughter. : 

no i Chap. XIII. How Nic. Frog hearing the girl 
queak, went to call John Bull as 4 con- 

fable : Calling of a — 1⁰ 9 preventive | 
of a rape. 


bt | Chap. XIV. How John roſe ont of bis bed 


W in a cold morning, to prevent a duel be- 
old tween Eſquire South and Lord Strutt ; how, 
0 to his great ſurpriſe, he found the com- 
__— batants drinking Geneva in a brandy-ſhop, 
10 uitb Nic's favourite daughter between them. 
— Hou they both fell upon John, fo that be 
we 2 was forced to fight his way out. 
1 } Chap. XV. How John came with his con- 
md iable's flaff to reſcue Nic's daughter, and 
— 10 break the eſquire's china-ware. 
Chap. XVI. Commentary upon the Spaniſh : 
. proverb, Time and | againit any two; or, 
A - | advice to dogmatical politicians e: xemplified | 
8 15 158 "00 


The 0/f:nd company, 
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in ſome neu affair: between John Bull and 


Lewis Baboon. - 


game of quadrille, How Lewis Ba 


| the ſucceſs and ſkill of quadrille depends 
upon . a right ting, 


T:WE 


attempted to play a game ſolo in clubs, and 
was beaſied : How John called Lewis for | 
his king, and was afraid that his own part- 
ner ſhould have too many tricks : And how 


14 


Chap. XVII. 4 di ſcourſe of the delightful 
boon 


I Chap. VII. How John Bull was fe mightily 


Chap. X. oO John * . wife, and 
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HAP. I. The occaſio on of the law- ſuit, 
EE page 9 


Chap. II. How Bull and Frog grew jealous 


that the Lord Strutt intended to give all bis 
cuſtom to his grandfather Lewis Baboon 12 


Chap. III. A copy of Bull and F rog s letter 


_ to Lord Strutt I4 


Chap. IV. How Bull and Frog went to law 


with Lord Strutt about the premiſſes, and 
were joined by the reſt of the tradeſmen 16 

Chap. V. The true characters of John Bull, 
Nic. Frog, and Hocus BS | 


Chap. VI. Of the various ſucceſs of the law-. 


Ing 20 


pleaſed with his ſucceſs, that he was going. 


to leave off his trade, and turn lawyer 22 


Chap. VIII. How John diſcovered that Ho- 


cus had an intrigue with his wife, and what 


followed thereupon 25 
Chap. IX. How ſome quacks undertook to 


cure Mrs. Bull of ber ulcer 1 Y 


_ the 
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lie good advice that ſhe Lex him 32 


; _ XI. He John looked over his attor- 


e&y's bill | 35 


Chas, XII. Heap John grew angry, and re- 
ſolved to accept a compoſition, and what 


methods were prattiſed by the lawyers for 
keeping him frem it 


| "49 - | 
Chap. III. Mrs. Bull's vindication of the 


indiſpenſable duty of cuckoldom, incumbent 
upon wives, in caſe of the tyranny, infidelity, 


er inſufficiency of huſbands : Being. a full 


anſaver to the D 5 er mon gainſt adul- 


tery wo | 


ch. ap. XIV. The two great parties of wives, 
_ the Devoto's and the Hitts 46 
Chap. XV. Au account of the conſerence be- 


_ taveen Mrs. Bull and Don Diego — 47 
Chap. XVI. How the guardians of the 4 


* Mrs. Bull's three daughters came to 


John, and what advice they gave him; 


wherein is briefiy treated the character of 


the three daughters: Alſo John Bull's an-. 


ſwer to the three guardians . bs 
Chap. XVII. E/quire South's meſſage and let - 


| 


. vor ia Mrs, Bon 70 
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CHAP. I. The charafer of John Bull's 
77 
Chap. 


motler 


Chap. V. Of ſome quarrels that happened 


ff Chap. VIII. A continuation of the converſa- 
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Chap. II. The character of John Bull's Siſter 
Peg, with the quarrels that happened be- 


tween maſter and miſs in their childhood 80 
Chap. III. Jack's charms, or the method by. 
which he gained Peg's heart EE © 


| Chap. IV. How the relations reconciled John 


and his Siſter Peg, and - what return Peg 
made to John's meſſage 88 


after Peg was taken into the family 93 


Chap. VI. The converſation between John 


Bull and his wife : 


Chap. VII. Of the hard ſhifts Mrs. Bull was 


put to, to preſerve the manor of Bullock's 
Hatch; with Sir Roger's method to keep off 


importunate duns 105 


tion betwixt John Bull and his wife 109 


| Chap. IX. A copy of Nic. Frog's letter to 


John Bull | 3 


Chap. X. Of ſome extraordinary things that: 


paſſed at the Salutation tavern, in the con- 
ference between Bull, Frog, Eſquire South 
and Lewis Baboon "... hs 


Chap. XI. Tie apprebending, examination, 


and impriſonment of Jack, for ſuſpicion of 


Poiſoning I 


Chap. XII. How Jack's friends came to = 


fit bim in priſon, and what advice they gave 
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Chap. XII. How Jack hanged himſelf up by | 
. the perſuaſe on of his friends, who broke their. \ 


word, and Left his neck in the nooſe 143 


Chap. XIV. The conference between Don 


Diego and John Bull 149 


Chap. XV. The ſequel f the meeting at the 
 Salutation 


Chag, XVI. How John Bull and Nic. Frog 
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Chap. XVIII. How Lewis Baboon came to 
| vide John Bull, and what paſſed —_— 
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Chap XIX. Nic. Frog s letter to John Bull; : 
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many a day, as ev 
Aqjoining houſes which were left them by their 
| father; and it matters not now to ſay, how 
| much better John was lodged than bis _ 
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THE PROCEEDINGS 


I'N THE 


| CASE of 5 


Commonly called PE G. 


L 12 being no hiſtory with which 


every learned reader is better ac- 


—  quainted in general, than that of 
. John Bull. and his fiter Peg, we ſhall ſpend | 


very little time in preambles or introductions 
to the prefent ſtory. John and his ſiſter lived 
knows, in the two 
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and how many more improvements he had | 


made on his farm. We never heard of any 


difference ariſing between them on this ſcore, 
farther than ſome jeers and taunts between 


the blackguards or ſculliens of either houſe, 


who generally got themſelves bloody noſes up- 
on the occaſion. As for es herſelf, ſhe was 
er portion, that 


ſo far from complaining of 
nothing could offend her more, than to be 


told out of doors, that fhe was not the richeſt }* 


heireſs in the-world. 


It is not eaſy to ay, ar it was Peg's ; = 
own temper, the badneſs of her ſubject, or 
the perpetual vexations ſhe met with in her 


youth, that hindered her from minding her- ws 
. domeſtic affairs, fo much as ſhe ſhould have | Pe 
done : but the truth is, that matters were of- | * 
ten at ſixes and ſevens in her family; and her | = 
brother and ſhe, to be ſure, never could a- 3 
about any thing. All the world knows , th 

= long their affairs remained in confuſion, © |: - 
merely Crank they would not employ tjñůe 2 
ſame attorney, and what an averſion they had 6 
to truſt their affairs in common to any fingle F — 
. Peg would ſay, l'll have nothing *. 
4 to do with John's lawyers ; whoever I em- 10 
<c ploy _ mind nobody's aFairs but mine. le 
= L* as good a right to be ſerved as he; Je 
„ and if he pays more than I do, let it be Fo 
: Tor Moves: 2 not for cheat- - 
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ing me.” John again would ſwagger and 
ſwear, and ſaid, that whoever Peg employed, 
. muſt be a dirty louſy fellow; and would come 
to no terms, unleſs fhe would take a ſteward 
of his chuſing. | 


It happened, however, at laſt, as every 


| careful peruſer of hiſtory knoweth, that every 
man of the law, within the reach almoſt of 
John's knowledge, from the maſter down to 


the mereſt clerk-boy, died, or left the coun- 


. ry, or diſappeared ſome how or other, and 
Hebe 


was obliged for once to put his papers 
ien the hands of his ſiſter's lawyer, a very 
book-learned man, as many people affirm e- 


ven unto this day, But be this as it will, 


Peg had the vanity to boaſt, that though her 


lawyer now lived in John's own houſe, yet it 


was ſhe who gave that clod-pated, pock-pud- 
dened numſkull the lawyer at lat; and that 


this ſame man of the law, if he had any 


23 to the houſe where he was born ane 
red, would not let her be wronged, or ſor- 


ver her boys, when the Mock came to be di- 


vided. She truſted too that they would re- 


member themſelves, and if John or the at- 


torney pretended to cheat them, ſhe talked no 
leſs than of beating out both their brains. 
John was really at bottom a good-natured , 
fellow, and knowing himſelf to be an over- 


match for Peg, * not mind her peeviſh 


humours 
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humours a ruſh; but he would not have liked | 
her attorney for all that, if he had not e- 
pected to manage him, by keeping him in his | 
oon houſe, and by putting clerks about him, 
who never had any connexion with Margaret, 
or her hungry loons, from whom, the truth | 
is, he expected no good. - 5 1 
This affair being ſettled between the bro- | 
ther and ſiſter, as well as could be expected 
with fo little cordiality on either ſide, their 
common concerns began to be a little better } 
managed, and people got ſome reſt in their 
beds; for they did not harbour vagrants, as 
they uſed to do, to hamſtring one another's 
cattle, to tear up the young planting, and 
knock out one another's brains. They dif- 
fered, it is true, now and then about this 
thing, and t'other thing, and about attornies 
and agents, but it always happened that they | 
employed the ſame perſon, even whilſt John 
wiſhed Peg at the bottom of the ſea; and 
Peg ſometimes let deviliſh knocks at him, and |} 
the attorney too, when ſhe was jealous of ei- 
ther, 5 5 | 
lohn, however, was ſo far lucky, that h is 
ſiſter concurred with him very readily in moſt 
things of conſequence, ſuch as turning off | 
Squire Geoffry, and the like; infomuch, that | 
he himſelf was not readier to part with this 
| ſquire, as every body knows, although he * 
=. = claimed 


wo 2 mg =p od moe 
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claimed kindred to Peg as the foſter-mother 


- of his family; and to make all ſure, ſhe put 
| her hand as freely to the perpetual contract 


with Sir Thomas. This was a gentleman in 
the neighbourhood, of an ancient family, and 


a pretty fortune of his own : but he was wil- | 


ling to take charge of the brother and ſiſter's 
affairs, provided he had ſome ſecurity that he 


ſhould not be turned out the next moment, 


which was accordingly granted in the form of 


a contract, by virtue of which he continues 
to manage their buſineſs in a very order- 
ly regular manner. 


This, however, did not hinder ſome per- 


ſons in both families, who had a hankering 


after Squire Geoffry, from being mad enough 
once and again, to think of reſtoring him to 
his office, in ſpite of John's and Margaret's 
teeth. They came ſometimes from the gar- 
ret, and from the cellar, roaring about this 


matter; and when they got drunk, they ima- 


gined nothing was eaſier to be done. The 


truth is, that if Peg had not been firm to the 


contract, John would often have been ſore 
beſer. - 5 

Although the intention of this proem is far 
from being to give a full account of the 


affairs of theſe two families, preceding 
the preſent tranſaction, much leſs to cen- 
ſure or run down other grave hiſtorians, 


9 2 who 


6 Tax HISTORY 


who have publiſhed to the learned world any 
part of their hiſtory ; yet we. cannot alto- | 


_ gether pals in ſilence ſome few miſtakes in the 


otherwiſe - elaborate work of the celebrated | 


Sir Humphry Poleſworth, bred in the learn- 
ed univerſity of Grubſtreet. An hiſtorian, 


nn dur opinion, ſhould be as mindful of truth 
in whatever he may occaſionally mention, as 
he is in the main ſeries of his ſtory. For 


want of attending to this truth, the learned 
Sir Humphry has unguardedly miſrepreſented 
the nature of John's and Peg's agreement, 


together with the cauſes which induced John 
to ſolicit that accommodation. Many learned 

FBriters of that time ſay, that the queſtion 
was not then about John's heir, but about 
the old tory the choice of a ſteward, and the 


perpetual contract we have mentioned. But 
be this as it will, there was no diſagreement 


between John and his fitter on either of theſe | 


points, as Sir Humphry Poleſworth himſelf 

doth acknowledge. On the contrary, if John 

roared againſt Squire Geoffry, Peg tore her 

cap and her apron ,in perfect rage, and was 

like cat and dog with the ſame ſquire and his 

gang, all the time they were in the manage- 
ment of John's buſineſs. | 


The truth of the matter was, that about 
the time of the great change we have men- | 
tioned, many people in both families ſaid, al-. | 


lies. 
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| though we agree now, we may quarrel here- 


after, and it will be a plaguy thing to come 


into the hands of different lawyers and at- 
' tornies again, who never fail to ſet people by 


the ears for their own advantage. John and 


Margaret have lived ſo much better, fince 


they came to employ the ſame lawyer, that 


it is a pity they ſhould ever be in danger of 


parting their affairs. The lands of Bull-hall 


and Thiſtledown were never intended for two 

farms, the ſame hedge and ditch ſurround 

them, and whilſt they continue in one, they 
may be kept with half the looking aſter ; for 


nobody can be half ſo troubleſome to either 


family, as they have formerly been to one an- 


other. For theſe, and many more reaſons, 
an agreement was thought upon ; and though 


it went ſomewhat againſt John's ſtomach, yet 
he coaxed and flattered ſiſter Peg till he ob- 


tained her conſent, not to come to live in his 


houſe, as the learned Sir Humphry Poleſ- 


worth has erroneouſly related, but merely to 
ſhut up her own compting- room, diſmiiſs her 
overſeers, and ſend her clerks to John's houſe, 


to manage their affairs together with his ac- 
comptant, under the inſpection of the great 


lawyer, as he was then called, in both fami- 


This agreement, however, did not pleaſe 


eyery body, The ſervants who attended Peg's 


8 3 comptiag- 
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compting- room, were angry at the loſs of 
their vails, The upper ſervants, as every 
body knows, miſmanaged their part of the 
buſineſs ſomehow or other, and many people 


ſaid, that the houſe looked melancholy when 


the windows of the compting-room juſt look- 
ing to the ſouth. were ſhut up. In ſhort, you 
could hear a buzz in every corner of the houſe, 
that the whole family was undone for ever. 
Jack himſelf. grew very ſulky, aud for the 


turn of a ſtraw would have played the devil. 


But what will not a little time do ? Peg's people 


t gradually into better humour ; Jack's zeal | 


for the contract made with Sir Thomas, ſoon 
reconciled him to whatever was connected 
with it, and Peg's affairs went on ſo tolera- 
bly, that every body was paciſied, except the 


few who would be pleaſed with nothing, un- 


leſs Squire Geoffry was reſtored. 


About the time that Sir Thomas came to 


the oſſice, there was a great turmoil in John's 
kitchen and back-yard, and in Peg's garret, 


where indeed ſhe harboured a parcel of 
curious fellows, who did not mind the buſineſs. 


of the family much, but would run you up 


and down ſtairs like — ſometimes get 


into the kitchen, the hen- or back-yard, 


and ſnap up any thing their fingers could lay 
hold of. Their miſtreſs ſeldom got any rent 
from them, except a day's work now and then | 
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in harveſt, or the uſe of their children to keep 


the crows from the barley. But the true ſe- 
cret of her liking to them was, that they were 


excellent fellows at a brawl, and you had as 


good put your head in the fire, as meddle 
with. their miſtreſs when they were by. But 
Peg could never get them to agree among 


| themſelves till very lately, nor always behave 
very reſpectfully to herſelf; inſomuch, that 


both John and ſhe were often tempted to con- 
demn that garret. But things muſt have their 
courſe, the garret gentry have ſometimes done 
excellent ſervice, and there is nobody John 


himſelf likes better to ſee about him, when 


Lewis Baboon or Lord Strutt come about 
cudgel-playing, which is a very common caſe, 


as the learned Sir Humphry has very well 


CHAP. I. 


Hou John guarrelled with Lewis Baboon a- 


bout dividing the Weſt-common ; and how 
| inſtead of going to law, they came to blows. : 


17 E account it a great overſight in the 
learned Sir Humphry Poleſworth, that 


he has taken little or no notice of John Bull's 
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| land-eſtate, his orchards, kitchen-grounds, 


and corn-fields, of which he has always poſ- 
ſeſſed an excellent ſhare ; but conſidered him 


as a ſimple clothier and mechanic, merely be- 


cauſe he ſent goods of this, and many other 
kinds to market. John got ready money, it 
is true, by the ſale of his goods; but the 


a . ſupport of his family, and what made 
im be treated like a gentleman in the neigh- - 


bourhood, was the excellent manor of Bull- 


Hall, where John and his poſterity may find | 
capon and bacon, and beef and mutton, with- | 
out being obliged to any body, and without 

eringing to Lord. Strutt, Squire South, or 


Lewis Baboon, for their cuſtom. It is true, 
that the devil poſſeſſed John ſometimes to that 


degree, that you could not hear a word from | 


him but about his cloth, and his iron-work, 


and his pottery, and you would ſee him up to | 
the eyes in clay, or ſteeped, till he grew all | 
the colours of the rainbow, in dyer's ſtuff, or | 


ſmoaked and roaſted like a-ſmith, or ſallow 
and greaſy like a weaver, and no gentleman 
could keep company with him, or any of his 
family, ſuch low habits they had got behind 
the counter, or in the work-ſhop. ** Mind 


4 your cuſtomers, lads,” ſays John; Good | 
words go far; be civil to every body, whe- 


« ther they buy or no; and then he would 
rap out a ſtring of proverbs, ſuch as, A 


me” penny 
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« penny ſaved is a penny got; faſt bind, faſt 
« find,” and ſo forth; in ſhort, if it had not 
been for ſome good blood which John had 
ſtill in his veins, he muſt have grown a mere 
peddling, ſneaking, defigning, mercenary 


rogue, as ever was. 


There was, as we ſay, blood, or ſomething 


elſe, that kept up John's ſpirit, ſo that he 
- went abroad now and then, in as gentleman- 


like a way as could be wifhed, although 
Lewis Baboon uſed to fit ſneering at him 
ſometimes as he paſſed ; but John minded him 
not a ruſh, V 

Now it happened, that John and Lewis 


had about the ſame time taken in part of the 
weſt· common, and though their fields were 
not contiguous, they could not a 


gree about 
their marches. Many meetings they had to 


| ſettle them, but all to no purpoſe, for none 


of them knew well what he would be at. 
The common ſaying was, that Lewis wanted 
to get all the land in the country, and you 
needed only to tell John 76 mica, n oracr to 
put him in a downright foam of rage and fu- 
ry, However this Cc Lewis tormented his 
own people enough, with making them ſtick 


in poits. and ſtakes in different parts of the 


common; and when John aſked him what he 
meant, he ſaid, They were only rubbing - poſts 
for his cows to ſcratch themſelves, in wa 5 
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they ſtrayed ſo far. But other people told 
John, that Lewis would ſome day or other 


claim every bit of that ground as his own, by 
| virtue of thoſe ſakes, if he was not checked 
in time. Accordingly,. John ſent him ſome 
angry meſſage about them, and Lewis in re- 
turn 


to John, and aſſured him, that the thing in 


the world he wiſhed moſt, was to live in good | 


terms with his honoured friend and neighbour 
John Bull. 


 Herds met with a fellow or two belonging to 
Lewis, and after a great deal of bad language 


painful to repeat, they came to blows, and 
made a great noiſe, which brought John and 


Lewis too, to ſee what was the matter. John, 


indeed, happened to be in his barge that af- | 


begged leave to preſent his compliments 


Meantime, ſome of John's cow- 


ternoon, on the lake to the welt of his houſe, 


which he affected to call his own fiſh-pond, | 


and Lewis too being on his way to the com- 
mon, their barges unhappily met, when John, 
without any more ado, took up an oar, and 


aimed a blow at Lewis Baboon's brains, Lou 
damned, inſidious, fair-tongued villain, this is 
all your doing, with your ſtakes, and your | 


poſts, and your covetouſneſs for land, which 
nobody will poſſeſs under you, you damned, 
oppreſſive, ſqueezing raſcal. 
(ſays Lewis), what is the matter? The mat- 


ter, you ſcoundrel! With that John aimed 
Cn . another 


My dear John, 


World. 9 
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b another blow; but their barges ran foul of 


one another, and he faſtened on Lewis Ba- 
boon's wig, tore his bag, and threw it in the 
water: In ſhort, before you could count fix, 


there was not a hat nor a wig to be ſeen in 
the whole boats-crew, of either fide. Hiſtory 
ſays, that Lewis had like to have been drown- 
ed outright, and was glad to get home with 


his head broken in many places, and curſing 
John Bull, for the molt raſh, choleric, blun- 
der- headed fellow, that ever was known in the 


CHAP. II. 


Fl 


What fort of fellows John and Lewis were 


in uſe to employ to keep their orchards, and 
their poultry, „ 


IS rok r tels many les, if this was 


the firſt time that John and Lewis came 
to blows ; and Sir Humphry Poleſworth may 


| think to conceal it if he will, but many a time 


has Lewis, in his youth, loſt his hat and his * 
wig in ſcuffles with John, and as often has 
John come home with a broken pate, though 
very few people durſt tell it to his wife or his 
mother. In ſhort, theſe two had been trou- 


denne 
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bleſome rogues to one another time ont of 


mind; and at the time of which we are now 


ſpeaking, there was no ſuch thing as law or 


juſtice in the whole country. If you could 


keep your own, it was well; if not, it did 
not fignify complaining ; two or three ſtout 
fellows at your back, a brace of piitols, or a 


blunderbuſs, was a better title to an eſtate, 


than the beſt conveyance in the world. Whilit | 
you thought yourſelf ſure of your lands, two | 
or three fellows. in the neighbourhood would 
be diſputing who ſhould have it; and of Lord 

Strutt, Lewis Baboon, Squire South, Nicho- 
las Frog, John Bull himſelf, and all the gang 


of them, there was not one to mend another; 
they did not mind blowing out one another's 
brains one farthing ; they had got honourable 

names for thieving, robbing, and houſe-break- 
ing, ſuch as policy, conqueſt, and invaſion ; 
and if you lived in their neighbourhood, they 


were ſure to leave you nothing, unleſs you 


could handle a cutlaſs, or fire a blunderbuſs, 
and kept friends with ſome one or other of 
them, who protected you for his own fake, or 
that he might take all you had at a more con- 


venient time. God help the poor milk-ſop - 


that truſted to the 
This made every 


oodneſs of his cauſe. 
dy look about him; and 


John among the reſt, for many a day, had as 
ſtout a family of young fellows as any in * E 


5 - firelocks, and would 
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the neighbourhood, and would not take an 
_ affront or an injury from any man. 


His boys 
were for the moſt part ſober, peaceable fellows 


within doors; but if there was any noiſe heard 


over-night among the poultry in the orchard, 


or the workſhop, it needed only the bark of a 


dog, to bring a ſcore of them into the court, 
and from every corner of John's houſe you 


could hear nothing but ſtriving who ſhould be 


out firſt, Every body had his cutlaſs, or his 


carabine at his bed's-head, and it is hard to 


ſay which they were molt j2alous of, their fa- 


|  ther's honour, or the preſervation of his e- 


ſtate, It was the pride of John's heart in 
thoſe days, to ſee his boys hardy and reſolute, 
and he hated a ſneaking, puny, pewling fel- 
low, like the devil. 

In this humour John lived for many a day ; 


but many changes happen which nobody looks 


for ; people perſuaded him by degrees, that 
if he had money enough there was nothing 
elſe worth minding. From this hopeful ma- 


im, he even neglected ſending his children 
to ſchool, locked up their cudgels and cricket- 


batts, and would not Jet one of them tonch a 
gun, for fear they ſhould hurt themſelves, 
He had got by heart all the ſtories that ever 


- his. nurſe had told him, about the accidents 


which happen at rough play, or in handling 
repeat them ſometimes, 
* till 
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till his wife and his mother were quite aſharit- ; 


ed of him. | 


| It would require the pen of a great hiſtorian 
to tell how this great change was brought a- 
bout. Some people ſaid, that John was old, 


and began to doat ; others ſaid, that it was 


all owing to an old nurſe who lived about the 


| houſe; but alas! they do not tell us how John 


came to be direfted by old women, or what | 


was the reaſon that ſome of John's neighbours 


were grown worſe than even he was at this | 


time. Lewis Baboon was grown, from a ſpruce 
ſorward gallant, a mere prieſt-ridden, Whore- 


ri dden, flimſey periwig-making old fool. Lord 
 Strutt could never be got out of his bed be- 
| fore eleven o'clock in the morning, and Ni- 


cholas Frog would rather have taken ready 


nioney for a farthing- candle, than ſee his beſt | 


friend return from the grave. One ſtout man 
could have chaced a hundred of them into the 
ſea, and yet theſe damned fellows contrived 
to be very troubleſome for all that, by means 
of a device of which the devil himſelf was 
certainly the author. In their younger days 


they were all ready enough at a blow, yet as 
they, and every body about them, had ſome o- 


ther buſineſs beſides fighting, they could not 
well quarre] when they were otherways en- 
gaged ; but they came at laſt to keep people 
on purpoſe to fight; and as nobody * what 

i | To 7 came 
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became of theſe fellows, they would ſend them 
| ont, for the turn of a ſtraw, to play the devil 
in all the neighbourhood ; and the reſt of the 


ople at home truſting to them, became mere 


. milk- ſops and old women. 


An hiſtorian of great credit affirms, that 


this practice was grafted on that of keeping a 


game-keeper ; and for this reaſon it 1s, that 
although there be many more of them in e- 
very houſe than are neceſſary to keep the 


game, they are nevertheleſs known under the 


title of game-keepers even unto this day. In 


former times (continues he), every father of a 


family and his children, were ſportſmen more 


or leſs, It mattered not who ſtarted the game, 


they could all ſhoot without diſtinction; and 


it mattered as little what part of the houſe a 


thief attempted to break in upon, the firſt man 
he met thought himſelf obliged to defend the 
premiſſes. But when they grew lazy, ſpirit- 
leſs, and purſe- proud, they muſt needs keep 
their game-keepers like lords, and each ac- 
cording to his eſtate, got as many as he could 

well maintain, and thoſe he employed, not on- 

ly to knock down a hare, or a partridge, now 


| and then, for the maſter's table, but to them 


he entruſted the whole deſence of his eſtate 


incloſed and common, barn-yards, orchards, 


and kitchen-grounds, and it was thought pre- 
ſumption in any body elſe to do any thing be- 
| 1 2 . "es - 
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ſides running away when any body attempted | 
to diſturb the houſe. Lewis Baboon would 


have kept you forty or fifty at a time, and 
this when nobody was meddling with him, 


Nas he ſaid, to guard his poultry, and attend 


him to church. 


Theſe fellows did nothing from morning to 


night, but firſt turn upon one heel, and then 
upon another, put a gun ſometimes to their 
hip, ſometimes to their noſe, ſometimes to 


their ſhoulder ; and, in ſhort, played ſo ma- 
ny antic tricks with a muſket, that few or 
none of them could remember or diſtinguiſh 


its real uſe. But they bilked their landlords, 


curſed, ſwore, and bullied wherever they went, 
and in many houſes where ſuch fellows were | 
kept, nobody durſt ſay his life was his own | 


. ĩ 
It may be hard enough to tell how any 


maſter of a family came to keep ſuch people- | 


about him ; but the moſt amazing thing 


all is, how John Bull, ſo kind a father, and 


ſo good a maſter, ſhould ever think of enter- 


taining ſo many of them, and truſt more to. 


their affection, than to that of his own chil- 
dren. 85 


It is true, chat John's heart has always 


miſgiven him in this project; he generally 
keeps a dozen or ſo, but nobody could ever 


prevail "_ him, or Mrs. Bull, to tell how long | 


they 
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they were to keep them; and every Saturday 


night when he pays off his workmen, he al- 


ways ſays, Gentlemen, whereas it goes againſt 


my conſcience, to keep ſome damaed raſcals 
perpetually about my houſe, you are to re- 


main only for next week, and no longer; but 
ſill he keeps them on in this manner from ont 
week to another, for which he has many fal- 
vo's. In the firſt place, ſays John, I don't 


take any body but my own tenants ſons, or 


now and then an idle fellow from my own 


farm, and I have always ſome of my own 
boys who keep them company; ſo that they 
always behave very reſpectfully to me, and 
have often taken my part, when ſuch ſellows 
as Nicholas Frog kceps would have cut my 


throat. Secondly, fays John, I only keep 
them as long as Squire Geoffrey and his abet- 


tors are like to be troubleſome, which I hope 
will not be long. But many of John's cac- 
mies ſaid, that there was a better reaſon than 
all theſe put together, viz, that he was afraid 


to fire a gun himſelf, and was frightened out 


of his ſenſes when he had not ſome of his bul- 
lies by him. ; e 


Whether this was the cauſe, or the effet 
of his keeping thoſe fellows, it muſt be own- 
ed that John Bull, who uſed to be a bold 
hearty fellow, always maſter in his own houſe, 
began to ſacak about 
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the doors, and would ſtart at his own ſha- 


dow; and when there was any noiſe in the 
orchard, or poultry-yard,. he would ſcour up 
to the garret, and leave the game-keepers and 
the thieves to do what they pleaſed with his 
eſfects, ſhutting his eyes, and ſtopping his ears, | 
that he might not ſee or hear any ſhooting of: | 
guns, of. which in truth he was become mar- | 


_ vellouſly afraid. Lewis Baboon had no more 
| ado, but to give out that he was going to pay 
a civil viſit to John, in order to put the whole 


houſe in a panic: And this word panic was 
grown ſo familiar with John, that he had it 
always ready as an excuſe for running away. 


upon the flighteſt occaſien. 


3 
— 


CHAP. m. 


| 11;v John got a terrible fright in bis own 


houſe of Bull-hall. 


JT was not always without cauſe, that John. 
Bull diſliked the viſits of Lewis Baboon ; 


he knew what fine ſport that rogue might 


bave made for himſelf in ſuch a houſe ; and 
that beſides cuckoldom, many other misfor- | 
tunes might have befallen the landlord. But 


| hiſtory, with all her gravity, will ſcarcely 


Erni 


coddle apples in the back- kitchen, 


** own houſe. 


or MARGARET. | 27 


make poſterity believe, how much John was 
afraid of his own ſiſter Margaret's t- 
lodgers. Once upon a time, two or three of 
them being ſeduced by ſome outlandiſh per- 


fon, who ſtiled himſelf young Mr. Geoffrey, 
got down ſtairs, ran into Margaret's dining- 
room and drawing room, overſet the china, 
drank the cream, and having found one or 
John's game-keepers teaching the maids to. 
gave him a 
flap in the chops, and poured the ſcaldin 

water on him. From thence they . 


as they thought proper; and though Marga- 


ret threw her poker at them as they paſſed, 


with an air of great bitterneſs and vexation, 


yet John took it in his head that it was all her 


45 5 and ſent her word to keep them at 


home, otherwiſe he would ſet fire to her houſe: 
But juſt as he was talking in this ſtrain, and 
abuſing his poor ſiſter as a treacherous vixin, 
who m_ have kept better order in her houſe 
if ſhe pleaſed, he was ſilenced at once with a 
knock on the pate; and without ſtaying to 


| ſee what was the matter, ran up to the leads, 


called out to his . keepers, who were gone 


nobody knows where, then to Nicholas Frog, 


Rouſterdivel, and all the damned names you 
can think of, to come to the aſſiſtance of John 
Bull, whoſe throat was juſt going to be cut in 


| 8 Th ” 
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Mean-time, Mr. Maclurchar, for this was the, 


ringleader in all this miſchief, continued to do - 


what he pleaſed, Whenever he met any of 


John's fellows, he aſked, What trade are you? 


And if they were weavers, he made them fur- 


niſh what cloth he wanted; threatening to rip. 


up their guts. In like manner, if they were 


| brewers, tanners, cooks, ſcullions, or malt- 


ſters, each in his way had ſomething good for 
Mr. Maclurchar, and the fellow had learned 
not to be afraid, although there were three 
hundred of them together. „5 
I This fray, however, did not laſt long; Mr. 


Maclurchar was tired, and went away home to 
his garret, and John, who had been more a- 
fraid than hurt, came down ſtairs, and when 
he ſaw that the foe was actually gone, called 


out to ſet fire to Peg's houſe, to burn her, and 
all her vermin; for, ſays he, we ſhall never 
get any peace for them. 
game · keeper took heart at laſt, went up to the 
garret, and gave Mr. Maclurchar a ſtunning 
blow in the guts, juſt as he was ſtripping to 
go to bed, and dragged him down to the 


court, where John was in a little prevailed on 


to come and ſee the object of his terror, with 
his hands tied behind his back. Then, in- 
deed, he began to be aſhamed of his own be- 
haviour, and abuſed all his people for letting 


him be ſo much afraid ; he ſcolded the very | 


Mean-time, the 


—— — P Em 


hell. 


or MARGARET. 23 


ſcullions for letting the bacon be carried off 
by ſo paultry a fellow as Mr. Macluchar. In 


ſhort, he and every body elſe threw the blame 
upon his neighbour ; but all agreed in curſing 
and ſinking filter Peg, to the deepeſt pit of 


It was hard to ſay what the poor woman 
had done to deſerve all this treatment; but 


ſome people ſet to work with her merely be- 


cauſe it was. the faſhion, and others found+ 

their account in it, ſome in one way, ſome in 
another. As for the -keeper *, it was not 
very difficult to ſee his motive ; he had never 


beat any body before in all his life,, and wants 


ed now to magnify his feats as much as he 


could, and accordingly ſaid, that few people 
knew the amount of what he had done; that 

if he had not fought with ſiſter Margaret's. 

| 6 
he totally ſubdued them, and knew of nobody 


people one and al, 


to compare himſelf to, but the ancient con- 
querors. That if any body ſaid, that the 
whole of Margaret's people was not againſt 


him, he was a ſcoundrel, and a raſcal, and 


not to be truſted. 


After this, who and who were to be truſt= 


ed became the great queſtion in John's houſe, 
e There 


* The late D— of C—berl—d.) 
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There was no pretending to any thing with-- 
out being able to talk about truſting ; and 
ſome people would ſcarcely let John Bull truſt. 
himſelf, As for poor Peg, he was the fineſt. 
fellow that ſpoke the moſt ill of her. Even 
ſome of her own children, who took care of: | 
nobody but themſelves all the time that Mr. 
Maclurchar was ſtirring, came abroad now to- 
confeſs with regret, that their mother was a 
lad vixin; that ſhe had given Mr. Maclurchar: |} 
a dram of cherry-brandy, before he ſet out 
upon that damned, unnatural, diabolical- hell- 


fire ſcamper ; that for their parts it was true, 


they had the misfortune. ta be born in her: 
houſe, ſome people ſaid of her own proper: | 
Perſon, but few people know who their real, | 
parents are: This, however, they knew, that 
they had left her very young, and never liked 


her company. When one had made ſuch a 


ſpeech as this, another endeavoured ſtill tio 
improve upon it; and if one gave his mother 
two, three, or more abuſive epithets, the next 
give five or fix, At laſt one 

at dolt of a fellow, called Bumbo; made a 
ift to get a round dozen of them on his fin- 


did not fail to 


gers ends, with which he never failed to en- 
tertain John Bull as often as he met him. 


The ſequel of all this ſpite to their mother, 
was a great deal of kindneſs to John Bull. 


Leave- matters to us, ſaid they, we ſhall take 


dluded, with a beware of counterfeits. 
' | pon all this looked like a perfect oaff: He 
thought Mr. Maclurchar's knife was at his 
throat every moment; and theſe favourable diſ- 
poſitions they took care to improve. One time, 
he was told that a couſin of Mr. Maclurchar's 
nad come in fecretly at Peg's garret window; at 
another time, that Mr, Maclurchar himſelf had 
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care that ſo worthy a man ſhall not be im- 
poſed upon; you ſhould always have ſome of 
us about your own perſon, and give us ſome 


decent employment, that no body may ſuſ- 


pect the deſign of our being here; we ſhall 


take care to place people in that unnatural 


ſiſter's houſe, ſo that not a whiſper thall be 


uttered among her goſſips, but you ſhall hear 
of it ; and theſe ſpeeches they commonly con- 
John 


bought a pair of new ſhoes ; at another time, 


that his filter Margaret had laughed at him, 
when ſhe heard that ho went up to the leads; 


and all this, beſides being aſked regularly e- 
very morning, what would become of him, if 
he had not ſome truſty friends to ſtand be- 


| tween him and that unnatural ſiſter, In ſhort, 


John was put from his ſleep and his appetite ; 


be ſtared and ſtammered in his ſpeech ; you 
could not hear a word of common ſenſe from 


him ; and to have ſpoken a word of common 
ſenſe, would have diſgraced you with him for 
W. e | | | 


. Higory 
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Hiſtory ſays, however, that John did not | 
continue very long in this humour; and, in- 
deed, it muſt be owned, that it was for once 


„ 


a good thing to be of a changeable temper: 


It would have been the devil, indeed, 
to have continued for ever in the hands 


of ſpies and informers, perpetually talking of 


the miſeries of human life; and the truth is, 


that there was nothing in the world more re- 
pugnant to his ordinary temper; ſo that 


though he could not all at once return to a 
perfect cordiality with his ſiſter, yet he liſten- 
ae d to people who adviſed him to take gentle 


methods with her. He accordingly let even Mr, 
Maclurchar himſelf off with little more than 
an obligation to put on his breeches every 
morning before he came down ſtairs among 

the = A and ſent a civil meſſage to his ſi- 


ſter, to aſk her how ſhe did, and to propoſe | 
taking a leaſe of her garret, and ſaid that he 


would pay her any rent ſhe choſe to put up- 


on it. Many odd projects, indeed, were put 


in his head at this time; ſuchas, to turn that 
arret into a ſtable and coach - houſe; to make 
filter Peg lodge her coals in it, brew her ale, 


and waſh her linen; in ſhort, to make Mr. Mac- 


lurchar himſelf, beſides putting on his breech- 
es, carry up earth, and plant cabbages and 


turnips upon the leads, It is true, that no- | 
thing of all this has been done, but it is not 
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John's fault, he was at ſome expence about 


iu. it, and meant all for the belt. 

1 

per: 

m_ CHAT. 

- He John's affairs had like to have gone to 
588 . the Devil. e 
—_— FT 
88 E know how difficult a thing it is to 
1 write hiitory Whenever the reader 
entle meets with any thing that exceeds his own _ 
| pitch, he preſently attacks the credit of che 
ho hiitorian ; and we ſhall now be aſked how 
aan came John Bull, who was ſuch a coward in 
Nei) | his own houſe, to be ſo very rach, as we have | 
ay ſaid, in that ſcuffle with Lewis 8aboon ? ſhe 

= 4 fact is, that John never was flow at getting 
ge into a quarrel ; he was choleric beyond mea- 

* ſure; and as for miſchief out of doors, there 
. ; was nobody readier. He had a parcel of 

| watermen who feared neither man nor devil, 

, and when he was in his barge, either on the 
* 4 eaſt or the welt lake, it was but a word and 
tac: | © blow with him; he never was atraid to 
: 8 meet with Lewis Baboon there, nor any where 
195 J elſe, except at home. When you propoſed to 
Sow | John, to go over to Lewis's own houſe, and 
no | break his bones ſor him, he thought nothing 


more 
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more eaſy; but alas if Lewis talked of co- 
ming to him, matters went no better than we 


have ſaid, 


You will eaſily believe, that after that ſcuffte | 
in the barge, Lewis Baboon muſt be in a very | 


= paſſion. Accordingly, he curſed aud 


wore like twenty dragoons, that he would | 


ſpcedily ſee John ia his own houſe, and ſhow 


him in the face of Mrs. Bull herſelf, what | 


fort of a man he had affronted : this was 
ſooner ſaid than done. But in the mean-time, 


nobody could tell what was become of John, | 


and all his watermen whilſt Lewis Baboon 


went vapouring about every where, and did 


what he pleaſed. He drove John's cattle out 
of Cracket - Iſland, and took poſſeſſion of it; al- 
though John uſed to think that nobody could 
ever diſpute iſlands with him, ſo ready was he 


with lits barge to relieve them: but the truth 
 _ upou this occaſion was, that John had got 
into one of theſe panics we have. mentioned, 
had applicd to Nicholas Frog to no purpoſe, | 


and actually brought over Rouſterdivel, to pro- 
tect him, But the Whole neighbourhood laugh- 


ed at him, when they ſaw that Lewis Baboon 


had no more to do than to talk of going over 
to John, in order to do what he pleaſed every 


where elſe ; and John got into one of the 


greateſt paſſions that ever he was in in his life. 
All the Kitorians of that time, ring with the 


2 amazing Z 
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amazing noiſe which he made about that 


| fame Cracket-Iſland. He ſwaggered and ſta- 


red, and roared and ſwore, that John Bull ct 
Bull-hall was abuſed and cheated by lis clerks, 
his watermen, his overſeers, and every foul 
about him. When he ſaw Roulterdivel, he 
called to his people to turn out that fellow ; 


alked, what the devil had brought him to his 


houſe ? would not give him a bit of victuals, 


and threatened to go to law with him about a 
handkerchief : and in ſhort, obliged the poor 


fellow to go away, very much puzzled to 


make ont what ſort of a man this ſame Mr. 
Bull muſt be. = 7 | 


Upon this occaſion, John made ſuch a noiſe, 
that.he. wakened Mrs. Bull, and brought her 


dovn yawning to the parlour, and rubbing 


her eyes, after one of thoſe drowſy fits to 
which ſhe had been lately ſubject. He had 
already, to her no ſmall mortification, chaced 


away two or three of her favourite ſervants, 


who uſed to put her to bed every night, and 
among the reſt his own nurſe, who was grown 
of late a great perſon in all Mrs. Bull's junket- 


ings and private parties; and indeed, for 


{ome time, pretended to manage Joha himſelf 


as the thought proper. To do this nurſe ju- 


{tice, there were ſew people had a better hand 


at a ſack-poſſet; and though ſhe had no a- 


verſion to a glaſs of liquor in a fair way, yet 
** V3 „ 
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ſhe never taſted what came through her hands 
In the way of making caudle, whey, or pa- | 


nada for the children: We never heard any 


thing amiſs of her, ſave that ſhe would take | 


the childrens halfpence from them to keep, 
and therewith make up little ſums, which ſhe 
lent to the ſervant-maids at intereſt, when they 
wanted to buy ribands, or other trinkets. But 


the love of money may be forgiven in old age, 


as alſo that meddling diſpoſition which ſer- 
vants uſually acquire when they have been 
long abont a. houſe, The truth is, that no- 
_ thing could be more ridicu than to hear 


this old woman put in her w upon all oc- 
caſions. There was nothing in which ſhe did 


not think herſelf a perfect oracle; ſhe talked 


to John not only about his markets and his | 
| bargains, and all his dealings with his neigh- | 
bours, about the choice of ſchools and ma- 
ſters for his children, game-keepers, huntſ- | 


men, whippers-in; but, in ſhort, about his 
drunken quarrels, boxing-matches, cudgel- 
play, and quarter-ſtaff, She would govern 
every part of his houſe for him, and no ſer- 
vant durſt go with a meſſage from his maſter, 
without firſt aſking her, if ſhe had any com- 
W „ 5 
Hubble - bubble, and this nurſe, had gone 
hand in hand for many a day; but alas! the 


los of Cracket · Iland fell heavy upon them both 
0 1 at . 


ern ; 
ſer- 
ter, 


one 
the 


oth | 


31 


or MARGARET. 


at laſt. Bawd, whore and rogue were the 


belt names they could get fram John upon 
that occaſion, and Hubble-bubble got out ot 
his way as faſt as he could ſcour; but the 
nurſe broke a caudle- cup which the had in 


| her hand, and bid him go find another to mak2 


flops for himſelf and his children. 5 

John was greatly helped into this fine hu- 
mour by one Jowler, for whom he had a 
great regard at this time. Moſt hiſtorians a- 
gree, that the name of Jowler was only a 


nick -name, which this fellow had got from 


the boys at ſchool, on account of ſome odd 
conceit of a reſemblance between him and a 


hound of that name in John's pack. They 
ſay, moreover, that moſt of the boys had the 


name of ſome dog or other given them, and 
that they uſed to make one of themſelves the 
hare, and ſo hunt him with a mighty noiſe, 


in imitation of John's pack. As to the dog 


Jowler, his reſemblance to the perſon we are 
now ſpeaking of has procured him a place in 
the records of hiitory. There we are told, that 
this dog had a very loud tongue, and that if 


he could not lead the whole pack, he never 


failed, at leaſt, to carry off five or ſix couple, 
ſometimes on a right, ſometimes on a wrong 


| ſcent; that he thereby ſo often ſpoilt the 


ſport, that the huntſman was downright cra- 
Zy with rage, and often threatened to turn 
| | U3 Jowler 
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| Jowler out of the kennel, and ſometimes ac - 


tually tied him up at home; but then he made 


ſuch a noiſe, that Mrs. Bull could get no ſleep 


ior him in a morning; and the huntſman was ; 


as often obliged to leave Mango's tomb and 


plaiſter in the kennel, whilſt Jowler was ſuf- 


{ered to lead the pack. Then John had ex- 
cellent ſport, and the huntſman no great cauſe 


to complain; for Jowler was tractable enough, 
and a crack of the whip would make him | 
leave the purſuit of the ſtag, for that of a | 


pole-cat or a rabbit, and this not abſolutely 


for want of noſe, but for fear of being turn- | | 


ed down among the babblers again. 


Although we account it below the dignity A: 
of hiſtory, to adopt or retail nick-names, yet | 


 wethink ourſelves obliged in this caſe, to retain 
a name which has come down to us on the great 
tide of writers, which waft and carry the tranſ- 
actions of that age. To return, therefore, from 
this digreſſion; Jowler no ſooner obſerved the 
humour which John was in, than he chimed in 


directly; he told him that his family had ne. 


ver been ſo much diſgraced before; that the 
| ſcandalous loſs of Cracket-Ifland was more 
owing to his overſeer, than to the watermen 


who was ſent to look after it; that it was ig- 

nominious for John Bull, with a houſe full of 

fine young fellows, to need the protection of 
ſo ſorry a fellow as Rouſterdivel; that if he 


did | 


| for many years before, They had neglected 
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did not look about him, he would ſoon be- 
come the jeſt of all the neighbourhood, and 
loſe all the ground which he had upon the 


common, or any where elſe. To approve of 


a man's advice in one thing, and truſt him 
with every thing, were inſeparable with John; 
accordingly he put all his affairs directly into 
Jowler's hands, and for the firſt fortnight, 
neither Sir Thomas, nor any body elſe, durſt 
controul him in any thing. 5 5 


CHAP. v. 


How John conſulted with his friends about 
the method of retrieving bis affairs. 


IOHN was a great perſon for collecting 


his friends together to have their advice, 


but for the moſt part he did juſt what he 


pleaſed for all that; and he had always ſome 


point or other in his head, in which it was in 


vain to contradict him. This was the caſe 


| now about the malverſations of his ſervants; 


and though there were many people diſpoſed 
to ſoften him, not a mortal durſt put in a word. 
In the height of his paſſion, he abuſed every 
thing that had been done, right or wrong, 


his 
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his new farm upon the common, and ſent his 
horſes, his ploughs and carts, to labour Sir 
Thomas's land in the eaſt country; they had 
run him in debt over head and ears, pawned 


his plate, and mortgaged his eltate ; they. 
had made his wife, who uſed to be a notable 


woman, a mere fot, with ale, brandy, and 
flops. The nurſe had even ſpoilt his own 
ſtomach with naſty mawkith warm drinks, 
and over-heating his ale. With all this in his 
head, when ever he went to any of the neigh- 


bouring towns, he inſtantly repaired to the | 
coffee-houſe, and poured all forth to the firſt 


perſon he met. All the. world admired the 


vigour of his ſpirit, and the honeſty of his | 
intentions, even when he carried matters too 


far; and we all know, that if the father of 


ſuch a family does not make a noiſe ſometimes, | 


affairs will be u but ſo ſo. 
About this time o 
ing, John had a circle about him wherever he 


went, and talked of his affairs from morning. 
to night He teſtified a particular averſion to | 


the employing of Rouſterdivel any more, 


ſwore that he himſelf neyer would croſs the 


lake upon any body's errands, and that if a- 


ny body came over to meddle with him, he 


would ſhow them that he could defend him- 


ſelf. In all which, Jowler encouraged him | 


Rrongly, and repeated every word John could. 


ſay, 2 


which we are now ſpeak- : 


or do you perſiſt in the deſign 
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ay, in a much higher tone than himſelf; and 


next to the point of getting fixed in the ma- 
nagement of the buſineſs, ſeemed to have no- 


45 thing more at heart, than to break off all idle 


connections, to keep John at home, and put 


1 gun in his own hands, to avoid the diſgrace 
of running to other people for protection on 
every triffing alarm. Whatever might be 


done afterwards, Jowler knew this was no 


time to baulk John in any of his fancies; and 


accordingly, he aſſiſted in all his conſultati- 


} ons, and nobody ſo loud as he, 


One day, Wen Iahn's tongue was running 


— 


on, God knows where, he was aſked by ſome 


of his friends what he intended to do? Do 


you intend, ſaid they, to aſk Lewis Baboon's 
pardon for ſtriking kim in the manner you did, 
of giving him 
entlemany ſatisfaction ? 1 tell you what, ſays 


| John, if Lewis Baboon had a thouſand Crac- 
| Ket-Iflands of mine, and that he would give 


me them all for aſking his pardon, I would 


not doit, He is a vile, over-reaching, un- 
dermining, treacherous rogue, and there ne- 


ver will be any peace in the neighbourhood, 
as long as that fair-tongued raſcal is out of 
his grave. Let him come out in his barge a» 
gain, and I ſhall meet him; but I know the 
raſcal, he has perpetually ſome bad defign in 
his head, and when he is found out, he will 
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bow and ſcrape, and make compliments ; but 
he does not lay i it aſide for all that, he only 1 


waits for a time to put it in execution, not in 
a fair gentlemany way, but behind your back, 


or when you are aſleep, or indiſpoſed: But | 
I vill dreſs his jacket for him, if I find him 


put his noſe upon the lake again. 


But only ſuppoſe then, ſaid they, that he | 


ſhould flip over in the night, as he has often 


threatened, with a parcel of his game-keep- 


ers, and take poſſeſſion of your parlour and 
bed - chamber, which are worth more than 


Cract2:-Ifland to him, do you think, he will 
give you time to ſend for Rouſterdivel, as you 


uſed to do? 


All the fires of Sodom Pay ed ſeize 
me, ſays John, if ever I ſend for Rouſterdivel 
with his great tobacco-pipe, his ſour crout, 


and his damned lingo, that nobody can un- 


deritand. Odds-biood, a'nt I as good a. | 
man as Rouſterdivel, or Lewis Baboon ? 


Though I have not ſo many game-keepers, 


yet I have as good clean- made feilows about *Þ' 


my farm as he; and if my own children will 
<4 me be inſulted, it is time that John Hun 
was gone the way of all fleſh, _ 

But what can your children do for yon, 


ſaid they, when your wife, and your nurſe, 


and your ſteward, will not let one cf them 


touch a gun or a cutlaſs, and think there is“ 
. no 


but 
only 
t in 
ack, 
But 
him 


he 


fren 


eep- 


and 
han 


will | 
you -| 
livel ] 
Out, 


ſeize 


Un- 


d a | 
on . 
bers, 
bout *F* 


will 


Bull 


you, : 
1rle, 
hem 
e ia 

no | 
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no ſafety but in the dark cellar, or the coal- 
hole, when there is — diſturbance in che 
vard? 

Well, ſays John, 1 ſhall tell them another 
tale: my boys ſhall learn to defend me as they 
uſed to do. I have ſeen the time, when the 
ſtouteſt of them all durit not meddle with me, 


and that time ſhall return again, if I can get 
arms enough to furniſh my hall, as I alu. ays 
| Had it, till now. 


CHAP. VI. 


How the narſe dreomed that Sis Bull had 
"yes all the weavers, 


E may believe, that aſter ſo . a 
day, as we have been deſcribing, the 


murſe was not likely to get a very good 
. night's reſt; 
ſhe had in abundance, bur very little ſound 
 fleep. She could not ſhut an eye, but pre- 
ſently ſhe dreamed of ſome miſchief or other. 
One time the thought the pan boiled over in 


ſtarting, tumbling and toſſing 


the fire ; at another time, that the cat's paw 
was in the cuſtard ; and finally, about three 
o'clock in the morning, ſhe dreamed that John 


5 Bull had baniſhed al the Weavers from his 


Houſe; ; 


huouſe; 
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| ſhuttles, the pirns, all tumbled in a heap in- 
to a great black boat ; 
vers poſting to embark. When ſhe would 
have ſeized a piece of broad-cloth, behold, it 
Was a great iron cannon ! When ſhe put out 
her hand to ſave a pirn, lo, it perked up in 
her face in the make of a piſtol ! Terror and 
amazement awaked her; ſhe forgot her reſo- 
lution never to talk any more to John Bull a- 
bout his affairs, and thought herſelf now cal- 


led upon by heaven, to interpoſe in behalf of | 


him and his children. 


| Accordingly, ſhe loſt no time in the morn- 
ing, but went ſtraight to the parlour, where 
ſhe found John as buſy as ever, talking about 


the orders he was to give in his houſe: And, 


having told him her dream, earneſtly beſeech- 
to tell her, whether he had any ſuch | 
Intention, with relation to the weavers ; for 
| ſhe thought, that a perſon who had ceaſed to 


ed him 


be guided by her, would ſtick at nothing. 
"A 


e woman is crazy, ſays John, I am only 
thinking how I may beſt ſecure the peace and 
welfare of my family, and how to keep off 
rogues ; and you aſk me, if I am to baniſh | 


my weavers ? I'll defend my weavers to the 
laſt drop of my blood ; they ſhall fare no 
worſe than 1 do; late or early, if they are 


moleſted, I ſhal be with them, and I know, | 


that 


ſhe ſaw the beams. the tradles, the 
ſhe ſaw all the wea- | 


ber Routterdivel : 


| ſtand by you ? fays the nurſe : 


when ** come about the hedges ? : See who 
: X 
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chat they” will ſtand by | me — all the 


| world. 


What better protefiion « can you defire for 
yourſelf or them, ſays the nurſe, than your 


oven game-keeper, or Rouſterdivel ? It would 


do one good, to fee how that fine tall fellow 
will ſtop and turn, and do what he is bid. 

A plague take the woman, ſays John, with | 
do you think that I am a 
coward, a ſeoundrel, a beat, a blockhead, a 


milk- ſop, that I mult always run for protec- 


tion to other people ? I tell you again, that I 
am able to defend myſelf, and that I have 
* enow about my houſe to tand by me. 

And how do you propoſe that they ſhould 
When Lewis 
ſends over his game-keepers, with their guns 
and their ſabres, who will ſtand * you 
then ? 

Odſo, ſays Jobs. cannot =7 people have 
guns and ſabres as well as they ? 

Alas ! then. ſays the nurſe, my dream is 


| read. You will not have a weaver in your 


houſe in three days, if you go on at that 


rate; who do you think will fit quietly on a 


loom, with guns and piitols pointing at them 
in every corner, and that boy George putting 
crackers in the candles. and firing his piitols 
at ſparrows, and ſhooting the neighbours cats 
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can ſettle to work for you, if they are in per- 
petual danger of having their eyes blown out 
with ſquibs, ſerpents and rockets ? Do you 


think a tradeſman can do any good, if he is | 


ſeared at that rate ? 3 
Scared! ſays John, you don't think that 


a weaver will be ſcared when he turns game | 


| keeper, and I have none better on my grounds, 


If any of my people are afraid of a gun, ſ6j 


much the more ſhame to them and to me; it 


is the very thing I want to correct, by uſing | 
them a little to what may be neceſſary for | 


| 


ule them to guns, you'll never get them to 


their own defence and mine. 
Worſe and worſe, ſays the nurſe ; if you 


work a jot ; and baniſhing the trade is worſe 
than baniſhing the men. | 


A tenfold madneſs has ſeized your pericra- | 
nium, ſays John: Do you think that nobody 
can make broad-cloth but cowards ? or that | 


a fellow won't work, becauſe he knows he 


can defend the fruits of his labour? You have 
no objection to the taking as many of my | 


tradeſmen as you can get, to make game- 


keepers of them; and becauſe they work none, | 
you imagine, that every fellow who takes a | 
firelock in his hand, to defend himſelf and me, | 
is to be idle too. Don't the game-keepers | 


| themſelves work when they are allowed, and 
are paid for it? have not I known them give 


money 


they and | have breath in our bodies. 
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money to their overſeers, for leave to work at 
their owu trades? and many a good penny 
has been got in that way, As my people are 
uſeſul to me, and to themſelves, I intend that 
they ſhall work in ſafety, and that nobody 
ſhall inſult an honeſt tradeſman of mine, whiltt 
Do 
what you will, you ſhall never get me diſgra- 
ced as you have done, with your idle jaw, 


and nonſenſical traſh, 


Bleſs me, ſays the nurſe, what a wild pro- 


je& you have got in your head! You ll tell me 
you want to defend your houſe and your e- 
Rate ; but to what purpoſe keep your eſtate, 


if you cannot find time, ſo much as to eat a 
bit of warm victuals? hurricd late and early, 
banged, ſouſed and drenched in all weathers, 


and this for fear that Lewis Baboon ſhould 
' turn you out of your poſſeſſions ? and what 
matter who has your poſſeſſions, if you can- 
not fit down to er jcy them? Et pretter vitam 
vivendi perdere cauſas. 5 | 


Hey-day, ſays john, your humble ſervant, 
Latin ! I remember you of old. But goody, 
ſays he, I knew you lived among the boys; 
but don't think to palm upon me as a com- 
mendation of eating, and drinking, and cow- 


| ardice, what the old boy, for whom I have 
ſo often been whipped, damn him! has ſaid 


'S 3 againſt 
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againſt a flow viho would forfeit his honour | 


to preſerve his life. 


Well then, fays the nurſe, ſee hw you can | 


keep your bargain with Sir Thomas, What 
weill he ſay, when he ſees your houſe ſwarm- 

ing with pi:lols and carabines, and cutlaſles ? 
you know, that he does not chuſe to. truſt a- 


ny body in this houſe with gun-powder, ex- | 


cept the game-keeper, 
Blood-and-wounds, ſays John, you are more 
mindful of Sir Thomas, than you are of me! 


| I hare heard nothing from you theſe twenty | 
_ years, but Sir Thomas does not like this, and 


Sir Thomas does not like that. I was advi- 
| Ted to take Sir Thomas into the management 
of my affairs, becauſe Squire Geoffrey en- 
deavoured to get a e-keeper of his own, 
and do what he pleaſed "an my houſe, 
And now you tell me, that Sir Thomas and 
the game-keeper are the only people to. be 


truſted. Thoſe gentlemen, it ſeems, will truſt | 
nobody elſe, and who the devil will truſt 
I never knew any of thoſe ſuſpicious 


them ? 

| people, that was much to be truſted himſelf, 
III doers are ill dreaders, as my ſiſter Peg ſays. 
. Odo, if Sir Thomas does not think himſelf 


ſafe in my parlour, with me and my children, 


| he muſt know of ſomething worſe than I 
thought of. Who was it that brought him 
vant the houſe | ? Have not [ done all that 
5 
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lay in my power for him? and now you and 
he won't let me defend myſelf, becauſe he 
won't truſt me. I love Sir Thomas; I mean, 

that he ſhall have the diſpoſal of all the arms 
about my houſe, and he thall find that I am 


his friend, when Hubble-buble and you are in 


your graves, and all the nonſenſe you are per- 
petually putting in his * and mine, is not 
worth a curſe. 


What happened 1 this comeerſation with: 
_ the aſe. 


| W HO was liſtening to all this A 


but the very boy George himſelf, whom 
the nurſe was ſo much afraid of ? This young- 
ſer, inſtead of loitering about the kitchen, or 
the nurſery, flattering the cook-maid, or the 
nurſe, for ſlops and tit-bits detween meals, 
was perpetually rambling about in queſt of 
ſome diverſion without doors. He had pro- 
cured a piſtol and a 


ſhot, all hich he hid in the hay-ſtack, or in 
crannies of the barn wall. You will think, 
that he minded 'nothing but climbing walls, 


and. . over hedges ; but no ſooner 
„„ 


gun, and powder and 
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did he ſee two or more people, ſerious about 


any thing, than he forgot all his play, came | 
to liſten, as he did to this converſation be- 
_ tween John and his nurſe, and gave ſuch at- 


_ tention, that there were few articles relating 


to the family, of which he had not an excel- 
lent notion; and could ſee the folly and ridi- 


eule of people who thought themſelves over 
wiſe, as well as another: he was a perfect 


plague to the nurſe, who hated a joke, and 


was often put downright mad with his dry 


wipes and arch ſayings. He no ſooner heard | 
John talk in the peremptory manner above re- 
Jated, than he ran away to Mrs, Bull as faſt 


as his legs could carry him, and told her alt 


that her huſband had aid, and a great deal | 


more of his own, without mincing the matter 
in the leaſt ; by which he convinced her, that 


John was not then in a humour to be croſſed; | 
and that whether ſhe liked the projet or no, | 


it was beſt to put a good face upon the mat- 


| Every body knows, that John had devolved 
great part of his buſineſs upon Mrs. Bull ; no 


tradeſman's bill could be paid without her | 


authority, nor any receipts granted to any of 
John's tenants. In ſhort, neither John him- 
| ſelf, nor Sir Thomas, durſt go to a fair or 
a market, till they knew wherher ſhe would 


ſtand to their bargains, This had often been | 
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Tos 


was obnged 
and for the moſt part to ſtay at home, when 
he would fain have been a- gadding. | 


very troubleſome to Sir Thomas ; and till he 


found out the way of managing her by means 


of Hubble-bubble, and- the like perſons, he 
to proceed with. great caution, 


| John had been fo oft married, that it may 


de ſaid with ſafety, that no man in the world 


ever had more experience in matrimony He 


| had talted at times both the ſweet and the 


bitter; but it was a maxim of his, that any 
wife was better than none; and accordingly, 


no ſooner one wife died, than he inſtantly 


married another ; he never liked a woman ihe- 
worſe for having a fpice of the vixen ; it plea- 
fed him to hear the clack of a woman's. 
tongue ; and the truth is, that in a family 
bke his, it was no good ſign when the miitreſs. 
was not heard of both late and early. His 
preſent wife had got herſelf a tolerable name 
in the neighbourhood, as a quiet, diſcreet, 
d ſort of a woman ; and John, according- 

y, ſometimes almoſt forgot that ſhe was in the 


family. She never let him have any of thoſe 
diſputes with Sir Thomas about ſettling the 


accompts, with which John had uſed to be de- 
Hghted ; but commonly paſſed them in the 
lump, ſaying, that every article was juſt what 


ſhe would have thought herſelf, for the good 


of the family, With all this good under- 
2 e Ranging: 
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ſtanding with Sir Thomas, it was ſuſpeded, | 


that ſhe had not all the reſpet for her huſ- 
band that ſhe ſhould have had ; and the more, 
that ſhe never ſcrupled to talk over all the arts 
which the had practiſed in the courtſhip, and 


14 >ty'tell, how many a pot and penny it had 
coſt her, to get a good word with his ſervants, ] 


thereby to ſecure John to herſelf, when he 


might have had his choiſe of all the country; 


and then ſhe would talk of her pin-money, 
and little perquiſites, out of which, ſhe was 
_ perpetually endeavouring to make up ſome 
little- ſtock for herſelf. Th 


talking, and ſaid, to be ſure, nobody would 
marry ſuch an old fellow as John Bull, except 
with) a view to get ſomething by him. By 
this, and ſuch like diſcourſe, they had got 3 


great deal to ſay with her, and could have 


eaſily perſuaded her at this time to put off the 


project of giving out the guns, if they durſt 


have ventured to croſs John in a thing he was 
ſo much bent upon. The boy George aſſured 
Mrs, Bull, that John muſt have, at leaſt, fifty 


or ſixty at a time, and all that the nurſe could | 


venture upon, was, to make her abate one 


half; with which ſolacing herſelf in the mean 


time, ſhe let an order be ſigned for the reſt. 
It is hard to ſay, what made Hubble- bubble 
and the nurſe ſo averſe to this ſcheme, As 


e nurſe and Hub- 
ble - bubble humoured her in all this way of | 


for | 


Iſtmould attempt to break in that way. But 


or MARGARET. 


ſtorians agree, that he did not know very well 


| himſelf, But the nurſe, who was no fool, © 


molt people thought, muſt have ſome other 
reaſons beſides her dream. However this be, 


we ſhall relate facts as they occur in the courſe 
of our hiſtory, e e TR 


CHAP. vn. 


Concer ning ſiſter Peg. 


Tx. HEN the accounts were brought to- 


| ſiſter Peg of all thoſe fine doings in 
John's houſe ; how Jowler was entruſted with. 


| every thing, and was driving it away like Je- 
hu; and how John bad brought all his arms 

|| from the cellar, and was determined to fight. 
with Lewis Baboon himſelf; and how John's 


hall was ſtuck round, as it ufed to be, with 
guns, pikes, bayonets and eutlaſſes, mixed, as 
report was, with ſtags branches, foxſkins, and 
ſolitairs taken from Lewis in his youth; Peg 


expected a meſſage every minute to deſire ſhe 
would garniſh her hall in the ſame manner, 
and get ready the few young men ſhe had left 


in her houſe to oppoſe Lewis, in caſe he 


many 


4 
for Hubble · bubble, it is probable, as moſt hi- 
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many a day paſſed without any tidings ; and 
what was molt ſurpriſing of all was, that: 


with all this lady's wonted ſpleen and acrimo- 


ny when the was vexed, there was {ſcarcely a 


diſcontented word heard from her on the oc- 
caſion. One morning, indeed, at breakfaſt, 


ſhe {vid, that ſhe could not blame her brother, 


but chat ſhe could not well underſtand, what 
Mrs. Bull meant by putting ſich a ſight up- 
on her, or how it came to paſs, that her own 
clerks, whom ſhe ſent to the office, and who 


had nothing elſe to do but to mind her affairs, 


never let her hear a word of the matter. 


This was, almoſt all that ſhe ſaid, for a 
great while, and that with ſo little appear-- 


ance of concern, that few hiſtorians have taken 


any notice of it. People who thought of form- 
er times, expected bad humour enough from 
her on this occaſion; but the fact was, that 
this lady was greatly changed in her manners 
and deportment. From being jealous, capti- 


aus, and ready to quarrel about a ſtraw, the 


was grown in a very little time, a quite eaſy- 


tempered, good-conditioned body, as could 


be wiſhed; and this made ſome people think 


that the girl might have been always eaſy e- 
nough to live with, if people had not played 


tricks on purpoſe to vex her, which indeed, 
was ſo often the caſe, that you would have 


thought her in a perpetual paſſion; and ſhe 


I 
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was, by the habit of continual fretting, ſo 


much on the catch, that ſhe thought herſelf 


affronted often, when no ſuch thing was meant. 
In thoſe days her ſervants had better loſe their 
ears, than flight her in the manner they now 


did; and they commonly ſtood as much in awe 
of her as the ſervants in John's, or any o- 


ther houſe could do of their maſter and mi- 
ſtreſs. But it was a changed world now. Her 
elder boys and upper ſervants paſſed moſt of 


| their time out of the houſe, and ſent any or- 
| -ders they pleaſed, about the kitchen, the cel- 


lar, or the farm; and thoſe who ſtayed at 


home, and did the work of the family, for- 
5 | got the why t6 ᷣͤ 
Whilſt John's houſe perpetually rung with 


the marrow-bones and cleavers, or cat-calls 


and groans, either in honour or contempt of the 


upper ſervants, according to their behaviour, 
inſomuch, that Mrs. Bull's own woman durſt 
not give herſelf any ſaucy airs ; in Peg's houſe. 
all was huſh, the good and the bad were uſed 
almoſt alike ; and as to the buſineſs of the of- 
fice, it was out of ſight out of mind with Peg ; 


| ſhe ſent her clerks to wait upon Mrs. Bull, 


and although ſhe was at no pains to ſend peo- 
ple that would not require looking after, yet 


| ſhe never inquired any more about the matter. 


Accordingly, they not only neglected her con- 


. cerns, but often got bits of the beſt, for ab- 


ufing | 
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uſing her to the nurſe and the game · keeper, | 


and others of Mrs. Bull's goflips ; and few or 


none of them thought of any thing, but how 


to get a ſhare to themſelves of what was go- 
ing about Mr. Bull's houſe. She had even 


the mortification to ſe2 ſome of the worlt of 


them come home, from John's compting-room, 
with dire&ions to keep the keys of her cellar 


and pantry, and deal out the victuals to her 
children; in doing which, they had a won- | 


derful jargon, which nobody could underſtand, 
but which had a ſtrange effect in benumming 
and ſtupifying all their hearers They talked 
_ perpetually of the people above, the great 


folks, or the people in power ; and now and | 
then would whiſper Peg herſelf, that if the | 
kept her temper, the people above might poſ- | 
; fibly make her a preſent of a hood, or a tip- | 


pet, or a new petticoat, at a proper time; 
and though ſhe did not know, who the devil 
theſe people above were, {he was perpetually 
gulled with this ſort of talk. Thoſe who 
pretend to underſtand theſe matters, ſay, 
that the people above were ſuch as had the 
naming of John Bull's fervants, and that 


they contrived new offices, and a variety of 
perquiſites and vails, on purpoſe to allure peo- 
ple, who were willing to ſell their fouls to 
hell, and cheat their own father and mo- 


ther. 


or a punch in the 
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CHAP. IX. 


. Hew Lewis Baboon was belaboured and drub- 


bed; and how Jowler behaved. 


THAT we have already ſet forth, was 
the real ſtate of ſiſter Margaret's at- 


4 FP when her brother took that ſturdy reſo- 


lution for himſelf, but left her out. His, in- 
deed, was the belt part of the family, and it 


was well that matters were carried ſo far. 


John was likely ſome time or other to go all 
lengths for his filter, as well as for himſelf ; 
and it was the faſhion at this time to ſay, that 
the great Jowler would never ſtop, till every 
work was accompliſhed ; but hiſtorians 
lo not mention any great chings that he did 
in the matter. It appears, indeed, that this 
fellow did ſet himſelf in earneſt to touzle Lewis 
Baboon, and to beſet the lake and the com- 
mon, that Lewis could no where appear, with- 
out getting a knock on the pate with an oar, 
ts with a hand-hoe, and 
ſometimes had muſket-bullets whiſtling about 
his ears ſo thick, that he ran as if all the de- 
vils in hell were let looſe at his heels. 
In ſhort, Jowler went on helter - ſcelter; and 


as long as John and bis wife were in che hu- 


mour of paying his bills, he hired all the 
— poachers, 
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poachers, game-keepers, and wheepers-in bn | 
the country, and did not care a farthing for af 
fellow, unleſs he could ſend him off the coun-Þ 


try, to do ſome miſchief or other. For this 
reaſon he made John get as many game-keep- 
ers as poſſible, but never a word of arming 


his own children. He made up matters again 


with Rouſterdevil, gave him all he aſked, and 
_ encouraged him to play the devil in the houſe 


of Squire South, John's old friend. He ſent} 


more people to look after Sir Thomas's farm, 
than ever were there before in this world. He 


brought John in bills of expence laid out in 
the Eaſt country, ſo extravagant, and conſiſt. 


ing of ſo many articles, that you would haye 


thought all the taylors and apothecaries in the 


country, had been concerned in making them 
up. But Jowler minded nothing of all this; | 
as long as John was in the humour, he went 
on, and bullied and roared, and ſpent Ins 
money, as if the maſter's ſalvation depended 
on the noiſe which his man Jowler ſhould 
make in the neighbourhood; and there wa 
nothing to ſtop = for peoples tongues were 


— i 


tied up, ſome by one thing, ſome by another; | 


and well did he know how to hold one tongue, 


that uſed to be the loudeſt of all on the like | 


occaſions. 15 


There was, however, ſeldom a day but John 
| had the news of ſome miſchance — ö 


io the fencing-ſchool. 


„ 


—_ 
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foe Lewis, and then he had the marrow-bones 
iu and cleavers at his door, and his houſe rung 


with dancing of hornpipes, jigs, and country 


bumkins. It was in vain to tell him that theſe 


things would not avail his family a ſix- pence 
after all was over, and that he had forgot the 
fine reſolutions he had taken, about the de- 


| fence of his own houſe at home, the clearing 


up of his old arms, and ſending his children 
Jowler kept him perpetually drunk, in or- 
der to get his money to ſpend ; there was fel- 
dom a night, but he made him drink twelve 
bumpers, and dance three hornpipes ; ſo that 
John frequently expoſed himſelf to the neigh- 
bourhood, and in his cups talked no leſs than 
of taking the half of Lewis Baboon's eſtate 
In all this hurry-ſcurry, the nurſe and Hub- 
ble-bubble were laughing in their ſleeves ; they | 
ſaw their own game played to better purpoſe, 
than ever they durſt venture to play it. Sir 
Thomas and they got the fingering of more 
money than ever they had ſeen before in their 
lives, and they might lay it out where they 


pleaſed, ſo they let Jowler have the honour of 


the treat: whilſt in the mean time they ſaw 


no neceſſity of taking the arms out of the cel- 


lar, and they hoped, that 
forget all that he ever ſai 


1 would ſoon 
upon the ſubject. 
Ard 
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And ſo, perhaps, he would, till Lewis Baboon 


choſe to put him in mind of it again, if it had 
not been for the boy George, and one or two 


more. But George never reſted till he got his 


gun again, which the game-keeper had taken 


from him ſome time before; and there was no 
hindering of him, from getting ſome choice 


tellows together on holidays to ſhoot, as he 


had an order for it under Mrs. Bull's own 


hand. 


boon was coming, and adviſed Sir Thomas to 


call them out ot their beds, at all hours of 
the night, to ſend them over hedge and ditch, 


from poſt to pillar, and never give them any 
reſt, in hopes that they would tire of their 
projet; the thought that when they found 


there was no money to be got by the bargain, 
they world beg to be off, ind here hiſtori- 
ans obſcrve, that this good woman had for- 


gotten, how much young people like fun bet- 
ter than money. But itill the made ſomething 
of a bad bargain ; ſhe adviſed Sir Thomas 
never to let theſe people come home, becauſe 
Lewis Baboon was coming; and to ſend away 
all the game-keepers to his own farm, becauſe 
Lewis Baboon was not coming. In ſhort, we 
can find no clear account of Lewis Baboon's 
real intention, in any hiſtorian of that age, 


The nurſe then thought that ſhe would give | 
them their bellyful ; ſhe ſaid, that Lewis Ba- 


; # 
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much leſs collect any opinion about it from the 


conduct of John Bull's adviſers at this time. 


— 


7 — 


CHAP. X. 


How fiſter Peg began to look about her; and 
| bow ſhe wrote a letter to ber brother John. 


AN 1 were the freaks which John had 


taken in his head at different times : 
he once thought of turning lawyer, as every 


body knows; but he now deſpiſed that and 


every other profeſſion, and would be nothing 
leſs than a duke or a lord, He thought that. 
he only wanted a ſuitable eſtate to maintain 
his dignity, and encouraged every ſcheme that 
was laid before him for acquiring it. He had. 
accordingly, twenty propoſals brought him e- 


very day in writing by Jowler, all entitled, 
Speedy and eaſy methods of acquiring a 


t great land eſtate, humbly addreſſed to John 
6 Bull, Eſq;“ Iſlands were to be ſeized here and 
there by main force; the whole common was 
to be incloſed, without enquiring who had a 


right there; plantations were to be cut down 
and ſent to market; farms were to be let to 


tenants that John could confide in, and every 


nnen 
| door was to be chalked with John Bull's name 
in great letters. . 


Why ſhould not I, ſays he, have a great e- 

ſtate as well as another? Every body knows, 
that Lewis did not come honeſtly by all he has, 
yet the rogue is never the worſe eſteemed in 


the neighbourhood, 


Whilſt John's head was buſied with theſe | 
hopeful projects, the news came that Lewis 


Baboon was coming in earneſt, Johm looked 


like a perſon juſt awake from his firſt ſleep, and | 
made ſome motions towards the back-door, | 


before he recollected that he had ſome 


ready in the hall, and that he and his people 
muſt be affronted for ever, if they did not | 
_ Pluck up their ſpirits, He ſaw a good many | 
of his people ready to ſtand by him, and the | 
| blood returned to his face; the game-keepers 


were all brought into the yard ; and the nurſe 
herſelf was then glad to ſee as many of John's 
people in arms as poſſible ; the watermen were 
ſent out in-the barge to meet Lewis Baboon ; 


and John, in ſhort, paſſed the night as eaſily '| 


as could be expected of a man in his ſituation. 


It is an old ſaying, Every man for himſelf, | 


and God for us all. John in his hurry, bar- 
ricading his doors, and poſting his people, for- 


got his ſiſter Margaret —_— er. There was, | 
8 


indeed, a game-keeper lodged in her houſe, 


but this poor fellow could ſcarcely pretend to 


— 


| Mr. Maclurchar, as if Peg's garret was 
| place expoſed, and left her pantry and her 
_ cellar, to take care of themſelves. — 
Many people in the houſe were of opinion, 
that ſhe ſhould write immediately to her bro- 
ther John, to repreſent her caſe, and put him 
in mind, that when ſhe truſted her affairs to 
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deu ane door, and Lewis had twenty m- 


thods of coming into her houſe, where there 
was neither lock nor latch, nor a ſingle piſtol 
to refiſt any body, that ſhould attempt to force 


| | his way; and the worſt on't was, that Lewis. 


had ſent a ſculler, with ſome of his game- 


keepers boys, to take advantage of this ſitua- 


tion, What could a poor woman do? the 
maids and the children ſcreamed in every cor- 
ner of the houſe, and Jowler ſent a gun to 

the only 


the management of his clerks, it was in hopes 


that her concerns would be equally looked af- 


ter with his own. Jack, who by this time had 


converſable fellow as you would deſire to ſee, 
was clear for writing this letter. From the 
little I have ſeen of this troubleſome neigh- 
bourhood, ſays he, I am convinced that no 


1 family is ſafe from ill neighbours and theeviſh 


ſervants, without the maſter and his children 


can take care of themſelves. As arrows are 


in the hands of a mighty man, ſays the Pſal- 
miſt, ſo are children of the youth, Happy the 
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man that hath his quiver full of them : they | Th 
ſhall not be aſhamed, but ſpeak with the ene- | ing 
mies in the gate. That is the true defence, | mo 
ſays Jack, and let us have it. A e-keep- leis 
er may be out of the way, but the child of ma 


the houſe is always by his father's fide. In | Wit 
ſhort, as he was no trifler, ſo he was ſeldom | dies 
idle, when there was any thing of conſequence | nec 
to be done, and never minded whether his o- dre 
Pinion was aſked or no. He ſpoke loudly on | W. 
tis occaſion, and as he kept a regular corre- } mo 
ſpondence with Sir Thomas, never failed to ſo. 
tell him his mind. Peg herſelf, who, as we | fol: 
have ſaid, was rather gentle and inoffenſive in | to 
her ordinary deportment, gave ſome ſigns of | #5 
diſcontent and vexation; you could ſee a little | da) 
fierceneſs return to her eye, and the affection | © 


and confidence with which ſhe had always of chi 
late regarded her brother, perhaps, at this | fol 
time, helped to augment her diſpleaſure. It | 
is a grievous thing to be neglected by people bre 
to whom we make advances of kindneſs and 
reſpect: this, however, did not extort from 4 
her any injurious terms to her brother. If there | © 
was a cloud, it was readier to break upon his 
enemies head than on his. The truth is, that 
inſtead of having that waſpiſh croſs diſpoſiti } _ 
on, which ſhe had often diſcovered in her F *f 
youth, ſhe now needed ſome encouragement | © 
aud ſpiriting up, to be able to defend her 2 * 
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| This did not hinder many people from think- 
| ing her greatly improved; ſhe had, indeed, 


more bloom in her complexion, or was rather 


leſs pale than formerly, and was what yon 
may call a tight comely woman to converſe 


with, rather than one of your delicate beau- 
ties. But be her perſon what it would, it was 
necefſary to defend her houſe and her chil- 
dren ; and people told her, that if ſhe would 


Brite to her brother, he would not heſitate a 
moment about putting it in her power to do 


ſo. Peg was not ncar ſo ready in taking re- 
ſolutions as ſhe uſed to be, when left entirely 
to ſhift for herſelf; and even ſo ſmall a matter 


as writing a letter, ſhe put off from day to 


day ; at laſt, ſhe got up one morning very 


early, and with the aſſiſtance of ſome of her 
children and relations, drew up a ſcroll of the 
following letter, which was afterwards copied 


out fair, and ſent by a careful perſon to her 
brother, reg | 5 e 


A copy of Margaret's letter 10 her brother 


John. 


My dear Brother, 


«6 T was with great pleaſure that I heard 
lately from people who frequent your 


*« houſe, that you had taken a reſolution not 
1 . | | « to 
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ce 


to depend any longer upon Nicholas Frog 
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or Rouſterdevil for your defence ; that you 


had collected your ſpirit very opportunely, 
and have fince found yourſelf fortified, by 


what is the real ſtrength of every family, 
the affection and vigour of your own chil- 


dr:n. My heart warnel to the proſpect of 


find' z myſelf in the ſame ſituation, and 1 


con have al not vi hed for an opportuni- 
ty to fee vour children and mine fairly uni- 


ted, igainſt ſome common oppreſſor. a caſe 


in which I hope they will always be invin- 


cible But whatever my ſituation may be, 


I do not repine at your proſperity, Our in- 


teres, indeed, are infeparable; and I can- 
no: be perſuaded, when matters go well 


with you, that they can, at the loug run, 


go ill with me or my family. This made 
me bear patiently with your people's neg- 


leit of me, when they ordered your fami- 
ly into a poſture of defence; and indeed, 


naleſs it had come of yourſelf at that time, 
i was unwilling to have any matter ſtarted, 
which might have embarraſſed you in what 
von was about, by farniſhing, as I was 


told it might do, the people who were diſ- 


poſed to croſs you, with arguments agaiaſt 


your ſcheme, Thoſe gentlemen, it ſeems, 


have a language veady prepared with re- 


ſpe& to me, but I enter into no contentions 
= n with. 
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with them, "i thaw chin wards Lane hd 


weight after their meaning has ceaſed tobe 
believed. It is in this way only, that I can 
underſtand, why a ſuſpicion thrown upon 
me in words ſhould be regarded, whilſt your 


ſervants, in my own fight, carry arms to Mr, 


Maclurchar, the only perſon almoſt whom 


you or I have reaſon to diſtruſt, I do not 


condemn that proceeding of yours ; it is 


an inſtance of your openneſs and good-na- 
ture, and I believe has met with a fellow, 


who has the heart to ſtand by his friends, 
and who, if properly directed, will fight 
for you and me, rather than for any body 


elſe. 


„ But whatever my reaſons were, for de- 


40 
"is; 
40 
te 


60 


"x 
FE 
5 60 

= 
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laying to put you and Mrs. Bull in mind 
of me, 1 cannot, in juſtice to my own fa- 
mily, delay it any longer. Your proſperi- 
ty I fhall always confider my own ; but 
there are certain diſtinctions, which, if borne. 
in ſilence by me, muſt, even in your own o- 
pinion, render me unworthy of the relation 
I bear to you. You uſed to call me proud: 
I wiſh I may not. have erred on the other 
extreme. When you ceaſe to be proud, I 
ſhall not eſteem my brother the more. But 
whatever weakneſſes I may have, how 
could you for a moment think of reducing 


« me to the neceſſity of aſking as a favour, 
15 ee . « what 
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What is the birth-right of all . li-. | 
„ herty to defend myſelf? I was poſſeſſed of | 
C this liberty, before 1 entruſted my affairs | 
«© to the management of your ſervants; and | 


« if you and I both afterwards ceaſed to uſe 
ce it, that part of our hiſtory, perhaps, had 
% better be paſt in filence. It never occurred 


to me, that you might perhaps reſume it 


e yourſelf, without offering it to me. 


If a partial diſtribution of arms in your | 


% own family alarmed you, as it muſt do e- 
«© very man of common reaſon, what muſt I 


«© think? the only perſon to whom the means | 
ce of ſelf-defence are denied, whilſt I am ſur- 


« rounded on every hand, by thoſe who car- 


„ ry a badge of ſaperiority, more certain 
If my | 


* than ſcepters or empty pageantry. 
0 — are at variance, whoever is up- 
« permoſt, it ſeems, I muſt be at under, a 
* poor tame drudge, unable to kee my own, 
c or aſſiſt my — i 

«.] ſhould tire you, if I was to ſay every 
« thing that occurs to me on this alarmin — 
« ſubjet, and upon an occaſion which woul 


« juſtify on eater degrees of impatience, than 


«© [ have hitherto expreſſed. When I think, 


„ that the very enemy againſt whem your 

« people have taken ſuch care to ſecure them- 

<< ſelves, is now hovering about my doors, 
85 Where he i is ſure neither to find lock 5 | 
| « bar, 
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4 bar, nor a ſingle muſket to oppoſe his en- 
try, I may well loſe my patience, and wiſh, 


« at leaſt, to hear the cauſe of this difference 


explained. 85 


« [ ſhall direct my own people with you, 
« how to act upon this occaſion ; and I muſt 


beg the favour, that you will afliſt in pro- 


« curing me directions how to proceed in 


ee warding off the blow, with which I am 


«© now threatened ; or let me know where I 
« am to find bread for my children, if what 
1c J have within my doors is the property of 


| & every fool, who may be diſpoſed to take 


t. 


= 1 am, | 
with the ſincereſt eſteem 
and affeQion, yours, &c. 


MARGARET.” 


This letter had a tone of impatience, per- 


haps. becauſe it was the ſudden burſt of a 


ſentiment, which Margaret had been at ſome 
pains to ſtifle. She meant, as hiſtorians af- 
firm, only to ſpeak of the preſent alarm; yet 
ſhe broke into the ſubject at once, and then 


was almoſt aſhamed to own, that ſhe or her 
children were afraid of Lewis Baboon's ſcur- 


* * 
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vy wa waterman, though, to ſay the truth, wn | 


could then have made no defence. e 
8 then, 

15 Lc e 

. herpa 

CHAP. l 
or oo ns 

How this letter was received by John. | giflo 


-ARGARET certainly did her brother | ally 
wrong, if ſhe ſuppoſed that he had | oy 
cer refuſed her the privilege of defending | moo 
| herſelf, or that he was in any degree averſe, | yher 
to give his conſent to whatever might be ne- like, 
22 for that purpoſe. The fact was, that | afcin 

he had forgot her altogether, and never once | John 
thought of the queſtion, whether ſhe ſhould | to hi 
be put upon the ſame footing with bimſelf 1 in | of h 
this particular, | came 
When John Bull added from his own tem- ing, 
per, and without reflection, he never diſco- fellox 
vered any remains of diſtruſt or antipathy to | vas 
his ſiſter : But when any matter came to be and 
| ſeriouſly conſidered, and friends, as John ex- Ye 
preſſed himſelf, were conſulted, then he had, or tb 
indeed, ſome unfavourable maxims relating to | comi 
| her, which he had retained from his youth, they 
' without having ever examined them baer, . 
any ill - diſpoſed perſon, putting him in min * 
"of f a bit "> cuſtard or 3 which 2 they 
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had ſnatched from him in the nurſery, could 


have revived all his antient prejudices ; and 
then, indeed, from his manner of talking, 
you would imagine, that his pockets were in 
perpetual danger. And, ſpeaking of his fitter 


| and her family, you would imagine, that he 


had got a neſt of gypſies, whom he could not 


| diſlodge from his barn, that their fingers were 


perfect fiſh-hooks, or harpies claws, perpetu- 


ally ſticking in his back, There were people 


enow who found it of uſe, to put him in this 
mood, and they were ſure never to neglect it, 
when any of Peg's people, whom they did not 


| like, came about the houſe to ſell trinkets, or 
| aſking for ſervice. 
| John, whether he meant to bring the itch in- 
|| to his family, or go to bed in perpetual fear 
| of having his throat cut? But if any body 
| came, who was in the uſe of flattering, ly- 
ing, or pimping for themſelves, then a louſy 


Then they would aſk 


fellow who had been kicked out of Peg's houſe, 


was the moſt valuable perſon in the world, 
and John could not do too much for him. 


You may believe, that if Hubble- bubble, 
or the nurſe, had been warned of a perſon's 
coming with a letter from Peg on this occaſion, 


| they would not have failed to have called, 
Stop Thief; but by good luck the letter was 


delivered into their maſter's own hands, and 


| they durſt not for their lives ſay a word. more 


KS - on 
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on the ſubject at that time. John had got 
_ tome bumpers that afternoon ; his watermen 
had met with Lewis Baboon's people, and he 
was gone abroad with Jowler, to ſee ſome 
boats that had been taken from Lewis, and 
_ wrecks that had been driven on ſhore. When 


he had read Peg's letter: Ah! ſays he, Poor 
ſiſter here is mightily afraid indeed. Here is 


a ſpert of work now, Jowler. She is not ſo 
much aſraid either, but {he wants that her 


young men ſliould be armed as well as mine, 
Signiſy to her, ſays Jowler, that the great- 
neſs and importance of the affairs, in which 


you are now engaged, muſt throw all dome- 
nic details into à ſeaſon of more leiſure. 


Ay, ay, ſays John, tell her we are drinking 


Lewis Baboon's dirge here, the fellow's joints 


are ſtiff by this time; tell her to open a new | 


iap for her boys, let them be merry, that's 
all. She fhall not ſee Lewis Baboon this 
twelvemonth, I warrant her. . However, as 
to the affair of getting guns in her houſe, if 
my wiſe and ſhe can 1 abaut it I have 
no objections. 


_ 


. 


trouble, many 
the affair wonl 


— 
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CHAP. XIL 


How Mrs. Bull's attendants aware prepared 


an this ſubject. 


AR GARET could ſcarcely expect a- 
ny other anſwer from her brother; 


4 = might, indeed, have talked to his wife, 
and it would have become him to have done 
fo very loudly ; but the ſettling matters of 


that kind, was left entirely to- her and Sir 


Thomas. This circumſtance Peg knew, and 
accordingly wrote to Mrs. Bull, Sir Thomas, 


and all her own clerks in the office, to each 
in the ſtyle which was proper for her to make 


| uſe of; and as all the originals are in our 


hands, not to interrupt the courſe of our nar- 
ration, we intend to defer the publication of 


them, with that of many other original pa- 


pers, to the concluſion of this great work. 
Notwithſtanding that Peg had taken all this 
ople were of opinion that 


never be heard of in the 
compting-room, ſo much were they uſed to 


ſee Peg's affairs over-looked ; but they were 
miſtaken, 
ſecond time he ſaw her, what a ſuit he was 


Gilbert told Mrs. Bull, the firſt or 


18 ' prefeat from her ſiſter; and two or ' three of 
| 2 iy Tes 
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N peg's boys were determined that it ſuould not 


go without a hearing. Mean time, the nurſe | 1 


and Hubble-bubble were not idle. The 
ſcheme which they thought to have fruſtrated 
was taking place very faſt. The boy George 
and his companions were laughing at them as 


1 


uſual, and the young men who had been ſent 


out to watch Lewis Baboon's motions, paſt 


their time merrily in the fields, playing at 


cricket, pitch · bar, and foot - ball, from morn- 


: ben e, and ſlept as ſound in a barn, as ever 


hey had done in the beſt bed in John's houſe: 
All which, the nurſe would not have believed, 


if you had ſworn it to her on all the four e- 
vangeliſts. In ſhort, there was no appearance 


of their tiring; and they would have held 


out through mere ſpite, if they had been ti- 


red, when they found that there was any in» | 


tention to vex them. a . 
All this was fore enough upon the nurſe, 
without being obliged to ſee her predictions 
equally falſified, by having the ſame thing 
tried in ſiſter Peg's houſe. This ſhe could by 


no means think of with any patience, and ſhe 


determined to do all ſhe could with Mrs. Bull 


to prevent it. For this purpoſe, Hubble-bub- | 


ble and ſhe took their opportunity to talk to 
many of Mrs. Bull's attendants. They put 


| them in mind of all the perquiſites, ys 3 


ing to night, eat their vicuals with a good || of 


or MARGARET. 69 


n walls, which had been fo kindly. thrown 
| in their way; obſerved of what conſequence 


the preſent affair was to them, and that if 
they ſuffered their friends to be baffled, and 


diſcredited, - they mult not expect to be ſerved 


ſo in time coming. You may ſoon get other 


| people in our places, ſaid they, who will be 


willing to court you for the ſake of your mi- 
ſtreſs; but can you go as familiarly to a new- 


| comer, to aſk for a bit of victuals, or a glaſs 
of liquor between meals? 


By this, and ſuch 
like talk, they contrived to ſecure the people 


who had Mrs. Bull's ear. And though they 


were ſure of herſelf at laſt, yet matters would 
go much more ſmoothly, if they could get a- 


ny of ſiſter Peg's own clerks to give up the 


affair, as if ſhe was not very much bent upon 
it herſelf. | 


Hiſtorians agree, that they rampered with 
many people for this purpoſe ; but it is well 


known, that not a ſoul of them would liſten 


to propoſals of that kind, till they came to 
Bumbo, whom they would have tried ſooner, 
if they had not thought themſelves ſure of 


dim, and at the ſame time known what de- 


* of credit he was likely to bring them. 
ey had ſometimes let him looſe upon Mrs. 

Bull before, to very little purpoſe; although 
for diſcourſe he was always ready, and had 
ſtuff in his — which might be turned into 
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jocular ſayings, ferious ſentences, pathetic | 


declamations, angry ebullitions, or plaintive 
ditties, with equal propriety. He made the 
ſame thing paſs in all theſe ſhapes, but the 
| hearers did not know either when to laugh or 
cry, unleſs he gave them a ſignal, by a ſlap 


min the chops, a remarkable roar, or a doleful 
whine, by means of which it was dangerous | 


to ſit near him; and whether you was near 


| him or no, the changes of his voice produced | 


an odd ſort of mounting and dipping, like the 
heaving of waves, and had the ſame effect in 
raiſing a violent inclination to vomit. They 


ſay, that he had often turned Mrs Bull's ſto- f 
mach, and that ſhe always took cordials when 
| ſhe expected a viſit from him. This being the 


caſe, he was to be employed with caution; 


but he had ſtill one quality, from which they F 
good, and that was, his pre- | 
ciſe and accurate method of dividing man - 


expected ſome 
kind into Thomiſts and Geoffrites; in the 


| aſt of which claſſes, he commonly put his 
A Geolfiite originally meant any perſon 


who was for reſtoring *Squire Geoffrey to the 


management of John Bull's buſineſs, and a | 
Thomiſt the oppoſite, What this gentleman 
meant by theſe appellations, nobody could 
find out, for he ſometimes beitowed them in- 
differently on Sir Thomas's beſt friends ; _ 5 


or MARGARET. 72 


what is more ſurpriſing till, on people who 
never thought of Sir Thomas nor Squire 
| Geoffrey in all their lives, as well as ſome o- 


thers, who never thought of any thing at all, 
but how to fill their own bellies and their poc- 
kets. He, himſelf, it was ſaid, was a Tho- 
miſt of this kind; but whilſt he did nothing 
himſelf, but ſwallow the warm pottage he had 
got from John Bull's nurſe, he wanted to per- 
ſuade you, that other people's heads were 


| conſtantly taken up about the divine right of 
attornies to treat their clients as they pleaſed. 
A Geoffrite was his favourite topic to ſpeak 


upon; but whether it was to ſhow his ſagaci- 
in finding out what eſcaped other people, or 


merely becauſe he had never ſeen any body 


paid for finding out Thomiſts; it is certain, 


| that for one Thomiit, he would point out a 
| dozen of Geoffrites, and you would be fur- 


priſed, how the devil Sir Thomas got into the 
management of John Bull's, or ſiſter Peg's 
buſineſs at all, as Bumbo certainly was not in 


the way to help him to it. 
With all theſe conſiderations, pro and con, 


the nurſe was extremely deſirous to ſee him; 
and as fortune would have it, he was no leſs 


anxious to-ſee her. He wanted at this very 
time a ſpecial reward for all his ſervices, no 


leſs than to be appointed major-domo in * * 


on houſe : This was a ſort of a man houſe- 


keeper, 
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keeper, and was commonly a grave elderly 
perſon who kept the keys of Peg's pantry, 


and entertained, as he thought proper, any 
of the tenants who had affairs about the 
houſe. The laſt major-domo was lately dead; 

and as John Bull's nurfe took the charge of 


all pantries and nurſeries far and near, and 


would let no body meddle with them, but 


who was of her own chuſing; it was not doubt-. | 
ed. at this time, that her favourite Bumbo 


would be the man. But, inorder to ſecure it 
the more, he forniſhed himſelf with- a liſt of 
ſome dozen- of Geoffrites, picked up nobody 
knows how, and containing ſome of thoſe 


| who were likely to oppoſe himſelf, in _ | 


the major-domo-ſhip in Peg's family. Wi 


this proviſion, he went down ſtairs, and ſo a- 


croſs the court to TINS! * houſe. 


CHAP. XII. 


How Bumbo d; iſeourſed with lon Bull' nurſe, 


2 — ber not e 4 Oo as he thought 9 


B. od ſaying to ſpeak with 


any body, went ſtraight to the nurſe's 
clot, woure he ſuns her very melancholy, 


lamenting: i 


ſee you, was going to 


bead, which I knew to be ſo diſ 
your ladyſhip; indeed, I could not ſnew my - 
ſelf any where, without the hazard of being 


r MARGARET. 33 


| Jamenting her connection with ſuch a fool as 


Hubble-bubble, and not much comforted with 


| the thought of having nobody now to truſt to 
| but Bumbo. However, as the faying is, a 
drowning man will catch at a ſtraw ; when- 


ever he appeared, ſhe got up and- embraced 
him. Which he underſtanding to be as much 
as to ſay, My dear major-domo, 1am glad to 
thank her, when ſhe 
broke out into a perfect rage againſt — 


| and her family. 


What, ſays ſhe, is the meaning of this im. 
t ſaucy letter, you have ſent from 


up houſe to Mr. Bull ? have I not enough to 


o with his own humours and his freaks, with- 


out your refreſhing his memory, and pretend- 


ing to copy after him like the aſs in Aſop : 


| | Set you up, indeed! we ſhould > 
| matters to a fine paſs, if we minded 


letters and remonſtrances. 
1 hope your ladyſhip, ſays Bumbo, ** 
not imagine that I had any hand in writing 


that. letter, or would put any thing in Peg's 


abſolutely worried by the people who were : 


for writin * inſolent letter. 


What ſhall w e do then? ſays the nurie ; 
if that vizen is ſo much bent upon this whim, 


ble to 
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Mrs. Bull cannot poſſibly refuſe her huſband's 
_ own ſiſter, what the mobs will call fo poor a 
favour ; it would look like mere jealouſy and 


ſpleen, and might breed heart · burnings be · 


tween the two families. 


Here Mr. Bumbo, perceiving the good wo- 
man's extreme diſtreſs, thought how he beſt 


might comfort hgr, and thereby turn the dif- | 
courſe ws -this alle of Ks oven major: , 
ſhip. My dear gnadam, ſays he, dorf t be 
uneaſy ; this lett& was written by a 4 of 
Geoffrites, of vhq;n I have a liſt in my pocket; 
the few Thomiſts that are in that houſe, | 4 


would ſooner be 2 than do any thing 6 | 
bt N 


diſagrerable to your 


Yours are right . ſays che nurſe; |: 


ours here are more troubleſome about thoſe 
matters, than any body; but aſſure me, ſays 


ſhe, that this letter is a forgery, and 1 ſhall | f 


love you as long as I breathe. 


A mere forgery, upon my ſalvation, ay | 


Bumbo. 


Well ſaid, fays he ; what comfort you give 
me! Let us away to Mrs, Bull, and have | 


thoſe forgers tried to the utmoſt. 


\ Before your ladyſhip goes, for Bumbo, = 
have a little affair to mention: Your ladyſhip | 


knows, that the major-domo is dead, may 


not 1 — to chat your ladyſhip 7 | | 


a me a good office with Sir Thomas on this 
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occaſion? 

Aſſure yourſelf that you ſhall be major- 
domo, ſays the nurſe ; but you muſt not go, 
till Mrs. Bull has heard your evidence about 


the forgery. 


Upon my honour and reputation, ſays Bum- 


bo, there is no occaſion; the forgery will ap- 
pear quite plain, every word of it forged, as 


I declare to you ; but that unnatural woman 


was perſuaded to defire me to ſecond her ap- 
| plication, and your ladyſhip knows, that even 
| a major-domo leads but a dog's life, if the 
| miſtreſs and every body be againtt him. There 
I ͤ is Small-Traſh, the Laird of Lick-pelf's bro- 
; | ther, will give his oath about the forgery ; 


and that is the ſame thing as if I did it my- 


felf, for every body knows _— 
ſwear the ſame things, 


I don't underſtand your ſeruples now, ſays 


che nurſe; would any woman deſire you to 


ſecond a forged application? - Beſides, nobody 


ever heard of Small-Traſh; and we cannot 


be anſwerable for truſting his evidence. Stay, 


|| ſtay, my dear major-domo, and give us your 


own proper evidence | in this i — point of 


| "TI pray, fays Bumbo, that your ladyſhip 5 
would conſider my ſtraits; I dare not ſay a 
8 ved about Geoffrites ; every body will roar, 


Aa and 


and ſay, they knew what was a- coming; nor 48 
dare I ſpeak my mind about Peg. I beg that 


your ladyſhip would not expoſe me like a bawd 


on the pillory, to be pelted, battered, and 
ſplaſhed with rotten egs, chewed apples, and 


{treet dirt, for the faithful counſel which I 
give in your private ear. [I will do twice as 
much for you in another way. 


Well, well, ſays the nurſe, I ſee the mat- 


ter is hard, Gilbert and James will carry all 
before them. I ſhall neither meddle nor make; 
Sir Thomas will be impoſed upon about the 


major - domo-ſkip, There are many people 
W for the place, and let me tell you, it is 


an office of great conſequence, You are 
young, Mr. Bumbo ; and they ſay, you are 
hot when my back is turned, and you do not 


underſtand much of the larder or the pantry, | 


and you huff the poor tenants when they 


come about the kitchen, and that Margaret | 
herſelf has not that confidence in you which 


the miſtreſs of a family ſhould have in a 
perſon, who has ſuch a truſt about her houſe, 
In ſhort, I have had many diſputes on your 
account, and now I am an old woman, and 


don't meddle much. There is little appear- 


ance of my being able to obtain this favour 
for you; but you may talk to Sir Thomas a- 


bout it yourſelf. I am, indeed, very much | 
out of order; old age has many infirmites; 
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a very ſevere cough I have, and am Geld 
with wind; indeed, I have not eat an ounce 


of victuals for theſe three days. 
It is impoſſible to deſeribe what — in 
Bumbo's countenance during this harangue. 


| It changed from ſuſpenſe to embarraſſment, 


from embarraſſment to confuſion, from con- 
fuſion to abſolute deſpair; and there it ſet - 
tled, when the nurſe concluded her ſpeech and 
was juſt a-going. Well, ſays he, with a faul- 
tering voice, I have got many enemies on 


| your account and Sir Thomas's ; here they 
| are, pulling the liſt out of his pocket, ſworn 
Geoffrites, as I hope to be ſaved. _ 


That will not do, Mr. Bumbo, * the 
nurſe ; ; we do not care a ruſh for your Geof- 
frites or your Thomiſts either. They do 
well enough in their time, but when one is 
about ſerious buſineſs, I hate trifling. If John 
Bull and his ſiſter take the defence of their 
houſes upon themſelves, we may all go pack- 
ing. What influence can any body have in 
a family, where he has little or nothing to 
give away ? I have been all my life contri- 
ving things for Sir Thomas and myſelf, to take 
to ourſelves, or to give away, and now you 


would have us part with one of the beſt things 


we have. I have found, Mr. Bumbo, that 


| a perſon's influence in any family, depends on 


good things he has to give.; 
Aa 2 i 
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you muſt have caps, ribbons and petticoats 


for the maids, ſugar-plumbs for the children, | 
and luncheons for the clerks, and be able to 


help a footman now and then out of livery, 


cinerwiſe they will not give an old ſong for 


you; and Sir Thomas has found plenty about 
John's houſe, otherwiſe Mrs. Bull and he 
would not be ſo good friends as they are. 
People muſt have their vails and their per- 


quiſites. Many a time has Sir Thomas ob- 
liged his friends with a game-keeper's place 


or {o ; and conſider with yourſelf, that if John 


continues to do any part of that buſineſs hime | 
ſelf, what numbers, not only of game-keepers, 


| Foreiters, and whippers-in, but even weavers, 
taylors, ſmiths, accomptants, bakers, tanners, 


and ſhoemakers, will forget the way to Sir | 
— Thomas's cloſet, and never think more of 

Hubble · bubble, or your humble ſervant. And 
then the management of Rouſterdivel's affairs, | 
when he was brought over, was an excellent | 


thing; truſt me, many a. pretty fortune 
has been got by Rouſterdivel. But it is all 
over Mr. , A by all over; and now a per- 


fon ho comes to aſk for a major-domo-ſhip, 


thinks he may do what he pleaſcs. 


Much honoured madam, ſays Bumbo, ! 
Hope you do not conſider the ſcruples of a 


friend as an abſolute refuſal, I have * 


been ready to ſwear what you pleaſe, and ir 


the nurſe; 
and ſettle the tenor of your evidence. 


ears, from every 
had its conſequences, for ſhe 
doing nothing, unleſs ſomebgdy ſpoke to her 
more or leſs, and then if ſhe was never ſo 
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my oath be required to this forgery, I am 
ready to give it, 

That was ſpoken like a major-domo, "a 5 


let us away to Hubble-bubble, 


CHAP. Xv. 


5 Showing bow it was | the faſhion "0 bar _ 


Mrs. Bull. 
LTHO' Mrs, Bull, in all matters of con- 


* ſequence, generally took her reſolution 
before ſhe came into the office, yet it was the 


faſhion to talk to her, as if ſhe was undeter- 


| mined to the laſt ; and ſhe herſelf humoured 


people in this whim, by liſtening to them, as 
if ſhe was drinking in inſtruction at both her 
word they ſaid This ſame 
got the habit of 


much determined upon a point, ſhe was often 


out of countenance, when all the talk and | 


the noiſe was on the other ſide. 


This circumſtance made Jowler ſo precious 
a fellow, that Hubble-bubble himſelf, at the 


ume he had moſt to fay with Mrs. Bull, 


As 3 would 
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would have given a piece of his ear to have | |} 


had Jowler hold his tongue ; which he, how- 


ever, would never do, till he ſaw time and 
Then, do hiſtorians ſay, | 
that they have ſeen him as ſilent as a lamb, or 


place convenient. 


making his noiſe on the other fide of the que- 


| However this be, you may believe, | that | 


this affair of ſiſter Peg's was not to paſs with- 


out talking enough. Mrs. Bull was no ſoon- | 


er ſeated, than there were people enow ready 


to adviſe her; ſhe was told to put off the | 
matter to another time, that it was an affair | 


of great conſequence, and that Peg appeared 


to be in too great a hurry, Which was ſcarce- | 
ly ſaid, when ſhe was told, that her lady- | 
ſhip was no ſtranger to ſuch ſubjects ; that ſhe | 
had heard enough of it lately from her own 8 
given her opinion; that the 
people who ſpoke of Margaret's hurry, were 


_ Huſband, and 


certainly in jeſt, and meant to ridicule the 
Poor woman for her long patience and for- 
| bearance, 

In ſhort, ſome people faid, that they did 
not think it was ſafe to truſt ſiſter Peg with 


any arms at all. They bid Mrs. Bull recok 


let, whether ſhe had not heard, that Peg 


had been in the practice of biting and ſcratch- 


ing her brother, when they were both in the 


| _—"_ and aiked, what ecurity * | 


3 


force, was mean and daſtardly, to expreſs a- 
| ny jealouſy of Margaret's diſpoſitions was in- 

jurious and abominable, as they had every 
_ reaſon to believe, that ſhe was well ſatisfied 
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had, that ſhe might not beat him out of his 


own houſe, or otherwiſe uſe him as ſhe —— | 


proper. 


Mrs. Bull herſelf was aſhamed of this ar- 


# gument ; for a woman, whatever ſhe may 


think, cannot bear to hear her huſband mean- 
ly ſpoke of. But ſhe was ſoon relieved of this 


| diſtreſs, by a perſon who ſet forth John's 
manhood to ſome purpole ; and in ſhort, gave 


his opinion, that to be afraid of ſo inferior a 


with her brother, and only meant to tread in 


| bis ſteps, in a matter which would be ſo ho- 
nourable for both. 


One fellow came running * the pantry, 5 
with a bib and an apron, and quoted the 


nurſe's dream; he ſaid, that although John 


Bull had baniſhed the weavers, it was no rea- 


ſon why his ſiſter Peg ſhould do the like; 


that ſhe had more need to have a piece of 


cloth ſent her to make coats for her childr 


than authority for any ſuch pernicious ſcheme; 
and that if ſhe and her whole houſe were at 
the door, he would not t ſo ruinous a 


favour; that he remembered to have heard 


the condition that both houſes were in, when 


C 
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that chere was then neither wheel nor loom 


within the door, and nobody wrought any at 


al; and he aſked Mrs. Bull, whether the | 


would have thoſe times revived ? 
To this it was ſaid, that every body might 


have heard of times, when people wrought 


very little, but that they always wrought 


more or leſs; and that if there was leſs work | 
done formerly than now, it was becauſe few- 
er people were bred to buſineſs, and becauſe 


there was not ſo ready a market for fine cloths 


or other niceties, by which tradeſmen get 
their livelihood ; but that now, when every | 
body is bred to buſineſs, and a tradeſman's | 
work is well paid for, it was abſurd to ſay, 


they would grow idle, merely becauſe they 
could keep their own, and were put in a con- 
dition not to be robbed and plundered. 
This did not hinder others from talking on, 
without end. Some of your fine-ſpun faint- 
hearted thinking people declared, that they 


did not think that John Bull or his ſiſter could 
| proſecute this ſcheme ; it was a fine one in- 


_ deed, they ſaid, but the brother and filter were 


now too old to think of ſuch projects; a good 


warm . bed, an elbow-chair, or a couch, a 
glaſs of cordial, or a bit of comfortable dinner, 
were properer ſubjects for them to think of, 
than ſcrambling over hedges, lying out of 


nights, and dry blows : That game-keepers 


mi ght 
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F: might be dangerous within doors, but that 


John had now no other chance to keep off 
roguiſh neighbours : That either his own 


game-keepers, or thoſe of other people, would 


lay him in his grave at laſt : That it became 


him and his ſiſter, who had ſo many marks of 
age about them, rather to think of preparin 
themſelves for the other world, than to tal 
of vapouring any longer in this. 
there was no end of the impertinencies which 
| were ſpoken in this train, all giving Mrs. Bull 


In ſhort, 


a ſpeedy proſpect of widowhood, and turning 


bo thoughts towards Sir Thomas, or ſome 
|| other of your ſpruce young 


nts. | 
Some ſaid, it was lucky that John heard 


nothing of all this, for he was ſometimes as 
| jealous as ten furies; and if he had fymptoms 
of age, he had likewiſe remains of youth, 


which would have very ill brooked fuch inſi- 
dious attacks on his henour, For our parts, 
we with that he had heard every word of it, 
and had given the perſon who ſpoke ſo, a flap 
in the face ; for we do not ſee what any body 


has to do putting people in mind of their age, 


and we are very ſure that John will not die 
the ſooner, for doing all he can to keep him- 
ſelf alive; and if he was to die to-morrow, 
we would rather ſee him hearty and well while 
he lives, were it but for an hour, than mop- 


ping ang 6 and in terror, not 


2 wy 
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only of what is to come in the other world, 


but ev en of every fool who may think to tread 
upon him in this. 


No iooner the ruſtling, whiſpering and hub- 


bub which this ſpeech had occaſioned was o- 
ver, then in ſteps a game-ke2per, to tell how 
much beiter he could defend the houſe than 
any body elſe, For you mutt know, that the 
ane keepers were very angry, and treated 


ohn Zull as little better than a poacher, for | 


pretending to keep a gun in his own houſe, 


He told Mrs. Bull, that her huſband and 
his family were mere aukward lubbers, who 


never could get the ſtrut nor the air of a 
 game-keeper to the end of the world; that a 
man could not fight, unleſs he gave his whole 
time to it; and that unleſs a man could fight 
to purpoſe, he had better not fight at all. 

This ſpeech met with an anſwer too. Tt 
was ſaid, that every body would fight till he 


ran away; that ſome people ran away ſooner, 


and others later; that nobody, however, 
conld do it ſooner than the game-keepers 


themſelves had done upon occaſion ; whether | 
their manner of running away was better than 


any that John or his fitter could attain, this 
ſpeaker would not pretend to ſay ; but he 
ſaw no harm in letting them have a gun in 


their hands now and then, to uſe them to it; 
in order that they might ſtand as long * x 
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Fble, if any body came to attack them ; and 
he could ſee no objection to this, unleſs it was 
ſaid, that people were the worſe for being u- 


or MARGARET. 


ſed to a firelock, and fought beſt when they 
knew nothing of the matter, which, from 
what he had heard of new hired game-keep- 


ers, might poſſibly be the caſe ; but that peo- 
ple would probably not urge that argument; 
and for his part, he had always conſidered a 
| previous uſe, of arms, as an advantage in times 
| of danger; and therefore, he thought that 


not oniy Mr. Bull, but' his ſiſter too, ſhould 


have as much of it, as Was conſiſtent with 
N their ſituation. : 


— ́— 


* 


CHAP. xv. 


. How Mrs. Bull fat flill and heard a great 


deal more on this ſulject. 


E cannot well tell how it happened, 
that although Mrs. Bull was conſi- 
only, what anſwer ſhould be given to 


rite der Pegs 's letter, yet John's own affairs were 
wane in head and ſhoulders, and it ſeemed 
as if people were afraid to hurt Peg, except 
through John's ſides, The truth was, that 
* ſome people did not like to ſee the 
humour 
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it by objections peculiar to Peg, in which they 


could have been contradicted ; and as the 
Rate of diſparity to her brother, i in which ſhe - 
was put, could by no means be gloſſed over, 
they choſe to keep away from it as far as po- » 

ſible, and ſpeak only in general terms. 2 4 hor 


clerks found — obliged to do 
ſame thing. 
that he came there to ſolicit a piece of juſtice 


for an aged parent, eln 
© many people ready to diſſuade her from 


ting it. 


If there are, ſays he. ſufficient objedtions Ii 
to the uſe of arms in a family, diſcontinue it | 


in your own; if there are not, why diſgrace 


one part of your houſe, by refuſing what all | 
mankind know to be the great diſtinction be- 


tween maſters and ſlaves ? 


I am ſurpriſed, however, to hear ſo much | 
concerning the abſolute inconveniencies of this | 
meaſure. 
to do any thing at all for his own defence; 

but if it be neceſſary for his preſervation, to | 
what purpoſe talk of inconveniencies ? It is 
certainly meant by people who ſpeak in this | 


It may be inconvenient for a man 


train, that the method now in queſtion 1s 
More inconvenient than that by game-keepers, 
| Which is the only other one that I have heard 
AK. * * 
| _ 


abies ſpreading, they did not chuſe to ſtop 


Que: of hom told dire. Bulk, - 
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entered ſomewhat farther into the queſtion, 
than at 3 they appear to have done. 

This family has been for ſometime in the 


| practice of committing their defence intirely 


to a certain claſs of people, whom they call 
game-keepers. Thoſe are the only perſons a- 


bout the houſe, ſuppoſed to know any thing 


at all of the uſe of arms; they are ſet apart 


> | from the reſt of the family, and by their 


manner of life, are made to ſhake off all con- 
nection with them as much as poſſible; and 


| this, I ſappoſe, that they may be at all times 
ready to go any where, or do any thing that 
their profeſſion may require, without any re- 
gret of their own, or incumbrance from other 


| people. 


They are taught, for the ſame reaſon, to 


obey their leader implicitly, and to know no 


law but his commands; to all which conditi- 
ons chey bind themſeves for life; and in the 
mean- time, do no work either in ſeed-time or 


harveſt, but are fed at the * of the fa- | 


mily 


This, pretend, to be a very fair de- 
ſcription of a game-keeper, as that profeſſion. 
is now maintained. Every body knows, that 
Mr. Bull has choſen this expedient with great 
reluctance. He was Always apprehenſive, 


that whoever was maſter of the only arms in 


a houſe, — ſoon become maſter of the 


Bb. hou 
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houſe itſelf. The praftice, however, ſtche 
upon him, and for ought I know, he might 
have gone all lengths in the uſe of it, if he 
had not been aſhamed of a ſudden, to find 
himſelf and all his family afraid to look any 
enemy in the face. He bethought himſelf of 
the wretched condition he mult be in, either | 
if his game-keepers ſhould turn againſt him, | 
ſhould deſert him, or even be-out of the way | 
at any unlucky time. And, to fortify him- 


elf againſt thoſe calamities, he has diſtribu-  : 


ted a certain quantity of arms among his 
children; a certain number are to be named 
in their turns, to learn the uſe of thoſe arms, 


ander the direction of a perſon, to whom all 


| his other affairs are ſo happily intruſted. The 
people who receive this inſtrudtion live in the 
family, and mind their buſineſs, with the 
ſingle interruption, which ſome days of prac- 
tice, or neceſſary ſervice may occaſion. When 
they have taken their turn, they leave that 
ſtation to others, and live as before; with 
this only difference, that if the houſe is a- 
larmed, they are readier to act a part, in 
which they have already had ſome practice. 
We have heard enough of the impoſſibility 

of putting this ſcheme in execution; but, I 
think, it is found ſufficiently practicable, when 
we want to have ſomebody in place of the 
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_ at all upon that point. 


Hs sas it then any inconveniencies which do 
Ef not attend every other method of ſelf-defence ? 


The expence, the interruption of bulineſs, 
the trouble attending it, do certainly not ex- 


ceed what is found of the ſame kind, in main- 
| taining the profeſſion of game-keepers. In 
point of expence, it is evident we can afford 
a much more numerous body of men in this 
| way chan in any other, if, inſtead of aug 


ent- 


89 
| elſewhere ; - and therefore, I ſhall not far any N 


- 


ing our: 1 without end, to vie with 


our neighbours, we are ſatisfied with a mode - 


rate number in ordinary times, and prepare 


this reſource for ourſelves, — any ſudden 


alarm. 


With reſpect to the interruption of work, 


it muſt be allowed, that nobody can poſſibly 
game-keeper, To have ſo 
many people idle in ſucceſſion, or the ſame 


work leſs than a 
number of individuals idle for their whole lives, 


appears to me preciſely the ſame thing, with 


this only difference, that a D is 
idle, whether there be oc to employ 


him in his profeſſion or no, the other is not. 


As for f trouble, I do not know any body 


who can have cauſe to complain of it, except 
Mr. Bull and his ſiſter; and when they are 


tired, they will probably ee | it | alone, with- 
1 wr WG 
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out troubling your — for any erdurs | a- | 


bout the matter. 


But I find people of very ſolemn: authority, | 
who tell us that it is dangerous to truſt the 


youth of a family with arms. That beſides 
_ quarrelling among themſelves, they will fly 
in the face of every body elſe. 
may even drag your ladyſhip off that couch 


where you fit, and kick us, your clerks, down 
ſtairs. I ſhould be glad to — whom 
it is you are to fear theſe outrages; or if a- 


ny body in reality was to offer them, to whom 


would yon apply for protection, but to thofe | 


who call you their lawful and their 


parent? It is ſtrange, 


firſt in point of eſteem and reſpect in the fa- 
mily, ſhuld be in d 


this family improve in their courage, their 


vigour, and their ſpirit, I expect to improve 


with them, and ſhould be aſhamed to own, 


that I fear loſing, in that caſe, the reſpet 
and affection, with which I am now received | 


among my companions. 


At any rate, it ſeems it is —_—_ that we 4 
may quarrel among ourſelves ; and pray who 


is it we 0 * to be worfted in caſe of 


ſuch 5 


That they 


that a parent ſhould 
be ſuppoſed to have no hold in the affections 
af her own children, or that they who ſtand 


of being maltreat- 
ed by thoſe with whom they are ſo nearly | 
connected. For my part, if the children of * 
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ſach a quarrel ? Can we foreſee who will be 
in the right, that we may arm them, and 
nobody elſe ? It ſeems we are ſure, the game- 
keeper, at leaſt, will be always in the right, 
ſince we are for keeping him perpetually arm- 
ed, and for rèndlering all the reſt as tame and 
helpleſs as poſſible, Tas he may have the leis 
trouble, or find them ready ſubdued to his. 
hand. Or do thoſe who alarm us with the 


fear of domeſtic quarrels, pretend that the 


game-keeper will never quarrel with any bo- 
dy ? I would 2 avoid this ſubject, but 
the queſtion is forced upon us. I honour the 


© profeſſion of which I ſpeak, and would often 


in my life have gladly embraced it. But when 


I 'was deſcribing it to you, I thought that 1 
was pointing out the moſt dangerous quarter, 
into which the ſpirit of domeitic faction can 
come. 


Here is an order of men, who are 
always in readineſs to act, whoſe leatler is al- 
ways prepared; in poſſeſſion at all times of 
great. power, and at all times deſirous of 
more. Other factions may lurk under-ground 
in the ſeed, or ſpring into view to be cruſhed. 
as they appear: But this is at all times a full 
own plant. There needs no giant to tear 
it from the roots, nor is there any great ad- 


_ dreſs required, with the help of this weapon, 


to confound and deſtroy all "the ci and — 
1 ſneak. 


5 meltic inſtitutions of men. 
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I ſpeak not with a view to excite 
jealouſies; I ſpeak in behalf of an inſtitution, 


 whyxeh is now completed in one part of the fa- | 
_ mily, and which, if carried to the other, | 
mult prove our beſt ſecurity againſt ill deſign- 
ing men, from within or from without, in 


either houſe. If it be an advantage where 
it is already eſtabliſhed, I hope that your la- 


dyſhip will not refuſe to ſhare it with an only | 
ſiſter, who would be glad to employ all her 


force in your ſervice, and now only claims her 
_ Privilege as a piece of juſtice, from a perſon 


to whom ſhe has intruſted the management of | 


her affairs, 


CHAP. XVL 
N Bumbo gave his evidence. 1 5 


WV are far from commending the prac- 


tice of certain hiſtorians, who pre- 
tend to give the complete ſpeeches which were 
ſpoken many ages before, by leaders of ar- 
mies, members of councils, and orators in 


popular aſſemblies; we maintain, that no- 


body can do this, except the devil, or ſome 
perſon to whom the ſpeaker himſelf gave a 
copy of his harangue in writing. This not 


being 


groundleſs 


cond her application. 


— 
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being our caſe, we content ourſelves with gi- 
ving a few kroken hints, fuch as we have 


able to colle& from the beſt authorities, in or- 
der to give our reader ſome notion of the ſub- 


| ſtance of what was ſaid to Mrs. Bull upon 


this great occaſion With reſpect to the con- 


| tents of this chapter, indeed, we are ſingu- 


larly happy, in having met with the memoirs 


of Suck-Fiſt, a very learned man of that age, 


who uſed to feed the game-keeper's pointer, 


and being preſent with Mrs. Bull on this oc- 
caſion, has tranſmitted to poſterity the parti- 
| culars of Bumbo's appearance. 


By him we are informed, that Bumbo, af- 
ter all, was not put to his oath ; that the ter- 


| rors of a formal oath approaching, he ſo ex- 
plained what he had faid about the forgery, 


that it was not thought expedient to put him 


to it in public ; and the nurſe thought it was 5 


better to hazard a ſpeech from him at large, 
which if the lady's bowels could bear to an 


end, would at leaſt ſhow the world, that there 


| was one of * 


her requeſt. 
Bumbo therefore with this view, . 


as no better could be made of it. Suck-Fiſt 


relates, that he began with declaring the in- 


ſtructions he had got from Margaret, to ſe- 


He ſaid, that for his 
part, it was his opinion, chat nothing * 
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be more reaſonable than the propoſal ſhe 


made; that if John Bull had arms in his 


| houſe, of ſent his children to the fencing- 
ſchool for a month or two, there was no rea- 
ſon why Margaret ſhould be hindered from 
doing the ſame thing; and that there was no- 
thing more deſirable, than to have every di- 
ſtinction between the two families aboliſhed. 
Were not Suck-Fiſt a writer of good au- 
thority, both in point of judgment and vera-. 
city, we ſhould be apt to queltion the follow- 
ing particulars. of his narration ; they are ſo, 
repugnant to what went before, and ſo total- 


ly void of ſenſe or coherence, that not only | 
we, but all future hiſtorians will heſitate be- 
fore they tranſcribe this part of his memoirs | 


into their works. But as fiction is often more 


probable than truth, we draw a preſumption 


of veracity from the very want of likelihood. 
in the caſe, and are ſure that ſuch things 
could never have come into-any body's head, 
if they had not been true. To diſſuade Mrs. 


Bull from ſigning the order, which, it ſeems, 


was brought her ready written, relating ta 


Peg's people, he tells her, that it was exactlx TE 
| like that ſhe had already given in her own 


houſe. He did not wes at leaſt in pub- 


lic, that the Geoffrites were many in Peg's 


| houſe, yet he would not even let Sir Thomas 


pick and chuſe, but ſaid, it was giving arms | 


—— —— — 
* 


—— — ——ͤ—ͤ— en We ws 


to be diſcouraged 


or MARGARET. 


except he was to be tranſported ; that giving 


him arms would ſpoil his hand as a weaver, 
and hinder his _ in which he had be- 


haved ſo glorioufly, that he did not deſerve 
„ much leſs annihilated, tilt 
John had made up matters with Lewis Ba- 
boon. He pointed at many bad conſequences 
that would attend employing Mr, Maclurchar, 


for the defence of the boufg, ſuch as ſpoiling 
a good weaver, and the like; 


but he inſiſted, 
that no diſtinction ſhould be made between 
him and any body elſe, by puſhing a line, or 


any other method that could ſeparate the 


houſe into two parts; I implore, beſeech, and 
intreat, ſays he, that you would not puſh a- 


ny ſuch line acroſs our houſe ; let us all be 
treated alike, and if there be any 


of us who 
are not in danger of being moleſted, or others 


ho are not fit to carry arms, let us all be re- 
fuſed them together, that nobody's mind may 
be ruffled, nor any heart - burnings 


be left, but 
thoſe which do or may ſubſiſt between John 
Bull himſelf and his worthy ſiſter Margaret; 
they have been uſed to more duſt than any 


can raiſe between them, and can bear it all. 
He adviſed Mrs. Bull to do nothing at all in 


Peg 8 *., leſt ſhe ſhould forget ſomething ; 
when 


: 

indiſcriminately, to raiſe turbulent ſpirits. 
He commended Mr. Maclurchar extremely, 
and ſaid it was a pity to take him off his loom, 
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when you have ſhown to us, that you can re- 
member every circumſtance at once, then we 


will apply for your directions, or deviſe a me- 


thod of our own; and as Margaret has al- 


ready born the diſgrace of this difference ſo 


long, I ſee no reaſon why ſhe may not bear it: | 
ſometime longer; her houſe can never be more 


open, or more defenceleſs than it is now, nor 


her children leſs qualified to reſiſt thieves ; and 
1 fee no reaſon to hurry the ſupply of defects, 


to which ſhe is now ſo well accuſtomed. He | 


concluded by telling Mrs. Bull, what a dan- 
| yr thing it would be to give any orders in, | 
Peg's houſe, whemhe was told that her lady- 
flip was juſt going to give ſome freſh. orders. 
in her own. 5 
Theſe particulars, poſterity will no doubt 
admit upon the teſtimony of Suck - Fiſt; eſpe- 
cially as he adds, that if any body ſhall ſay, 


that Bumbo reaſoned upon other principles, he : 


is ready to contradi them, by ſaying it is not 
true, He ſubjoins, that Jowler paid him 
great reſpect in ſpeaking after him; and we 


_ eurſelves know, that Small-Traſh exclaimed, $S 


that he had gained immortal honour. 


\P. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
"How Mrs. Bull ſettled her * 
XXX CS. Bull, in the courſe of the forego- 


ing ſpeech, was obſerved by many 
people to change colour, and before it was 


done, hartſhorn drops and ſmelling- bottles 


were produced in abundance. Every one ſaid, 
that nobody but Jowler could ſettle her ſto- 


| mach, for he uſed to ſtun her ſometimes, ſo 


as to take away the ſenſe of every thing elſe, 
which has often been obſerved to have very 
good effects in trifling illneſſes, by drawing off 
the patient's attention, as the fear of drown- 
ing will do in the caſe of ſea - ſickneſs, and 


bliſters, cauſtics, and ſtimuluſſes, in the caſe 
of other diſorders. 
work with her: But for want of the big | 


Jowler accordingly ſet to 


words, with which he uſed to coax John B 
and which he avoided now for reaſons beſt 


I known to himſelf, he could produce nothing 
that day, but a maukiſh ſort of ſtuff, that 


was little better than the warm water, which 


| people are made to drink after a vomit. 


In ſhort, Mrs. Bull was up and juſt going, 
when one of Peg's clerks begged her not to 
be rack in Sn a buſineſs, in which the. 
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intereſt, the honour, and the preſervation of 
her huſband's family, were ſo deeply invol- 


| ved; he told her, that he was ſurpriſed, to 


find any objections made to the terms of the 
order that was laid before her, as they did 
not pretend to aſk any more at that time, 
than that ſke ſhould appoint a day to conſider 


that order, rages ery it if ſhe thought pro- 


per; that if ſhe refuſed that requeſt, the whole 


world muſt ſay, that ſhe was determined to 
hear no reaſon on the ſubject, and would be 


left to ſuſpeR, that ſhe had as little inclinati- 


on to the meaſure in Mr. Bull's own houſe, as 
in his ſiſter's; for he had ſcarcely heard one 


argument, that was not equally ſtrong againſt 
1 n both. That whether this was the caſe 
or no, he never could think the eſtabliſhment 


_ ſecure, whilſt it reached only to one part of | 


the family, nor the union between the two 
| houſes complete, whilſt ſome were treated like 
ſtep- children or baſtards, and others like gen- 
tlemen and heirs to the paternal eſtate. 

It were painful, ſays he, to lay before you 
at large the iniquity of ſuch a conduct, of 
which I believe you incapable ; but if you are 
diſpoſed to hear what may be offered on the 
point in general, I have yet thoſe impreſſions 


. deeply rooted in my breaſt, which made me 


wiſh for this etabhſhmeut in your houſe, as 


the belt ſeourity to your fortune, your _— | 
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and your life. Impreſſions, which make me 
behold with joy the ſteps you have purſued, 


= although I am now reduced to the neceſlity of 


begging as a favour, in behalf of a parent, 


what, on the foot of equal treatment, ſhe has 
a right to demand, and what, if refuſed, muſt 


appear as a ſtain to her hqnour, and a mark 
of diſparity which ſhe was not born to endure. 
But her oppreſſors have ſaved us the trouble of 


„ enlarging on this topic, and wiſely made it 
unneceſſary to prove, what is already too 


plain. 


Their arguments are ſuch as would make 
us believe, that every moment which is be- 


ſtowed by individuals for the good of the pub- 


lic, is loſt to that family for which it is be- 


ſtowed. They talk. of the advantage of pri- 
vate induſtry, but ſpcak of every practice 
chat connects an individual in his views or af- 
fections with the family to which he belongs, 


as an allurement to idleneſs and floth. To 


act for the family, to defend it in times of 


peril, is the nobleſt offce to which any indivi- 


dual can aſpire: ind if he labours within your 
doors to heap up wealth, without having a 
ſoul capable of this office; you may call him, 
indeed, a gainful property, but vill ſcarcely 
ſhow him among your children, when they 


come to appear before thoſe v ho are judges - »: 
| of men. Who, upon ſuch an occaſion, would 


Cc 
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point out a ſneaking: mercenary felfiſh coward, 


and call him a child? Yet ſuch is the race 
which we are defired to propagate, and ſuch 
i the charaſter with we” are cautioned not to | 


corrupt. 


We have heard Dom many the bite of 


induſtry, as if any body were inclined to dif- 


pute that praiſe, We have heard at large, 
the advantages 


for which we contend. - From this ſource, ſay 


they, your ſtore-houſes and your granaries are 

filled: Let them tell us then from what ſource | 
the defence of our ſtores are to proceed? 
Will our wealth deter a rapacious enemy? 
Are the eagles intimidated, when they are told 


that the doves are fatter than they? No; but 
our vealth will hire a rotector. Who then 
will defend us agai oſt the p protector whom we 
have hired ? Is Che 
ling leſs to be 


ly worth maintaining, or make the company 


of thoſe numbers that we heat of deſirable? 

| For my part, I never thought it a bleſſing to | | 
lk in a multitude of baſe, degenerate | 

2 22 we live with | 
are 


of wealth, as if wealth and | 
induſtry were inconſiſtent with the meaſure 


ipe of a rapacious hire- | 
, than that of a rival at 

the gate? But our wealth, we are told, will | 
enable us to maintain a large and a numerous | 
family, But what is it render that fami- 


EE Des 488g. F g. gg en ge g. e n S m9 


us, other advantages are of little avail; wealth 
I and afluence are but allurements to rapine; 
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ava the more there are of them, juſt ſo. | 
| much the worſe. | 


I have -been fancies; therefore, to hear 


gentlemen ſpeak. of filling a houſe with men, 


without eyer mentioning the: quality of thoſe 


numbers they mean to- afſemble ; and ſpeak 


of clothes. 4 food, as of conſequence, whilſt 


| the character of him who is to uſe them is ne- 


glected. A little reflection will convince, that 


the ſoub of a man is of more value than his 
poſſeſſions, and that the happineſs of indivi- 
| duals, as. well as that of the families which 
they compoſe, depends more on the generoſi- 
ty, juſtice: and fortitude of their ſpirit, than 
on the trappings in which they are clothed, 

or the quantity of merchandiſe. they ſell to 


their neighbour. They, however, who con- 


| tend that the preſent meaſure is inconſiſtent 


with the ſucceſs of induſtry and traffic, throw 
theſe advantanges into a light of er con- 


tempt, than I am diſpoſed to do. We excel 


our predeceſſors in the art of procurin 1 
we excel them in the knowledge 
economy ; why ſhould we not excel He too 
in the ſkill and 4 to defend advanta- 
ges, which ſo far exceed what ay ever ** 


ſeſſed? 


Without we carry this quality along with. 


Cc2 ” even 


a". 


wee. I hbpe they are, and that 
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even a diſpoſition to gentleneſs, humanity aud 


candour, but expoſes the more to the aſſaults | | 


of others, and doth not ſecure the integrity 
of him who inherits it. If I contend with a 


knave in behalf of the innocent, and dare not | 


| Rand the hazard of a conteſt when brought to 
extremes, my antagoniſt knows how to 
vail from the firſt, be I ſhrink from' the coun- ; 
tenance of a perſon who is hardier than I, I | 
am prepared on the flighteſt trial to betray my | 
friend, my brother, my father, and the ho- 
nour of my race, I am already formed for a. 


| flave, and hold my ſafety and my life by the | 


tenor of another's will. There is no vice, 
which may not be grafted on cowardice, as 
ſucceſsfully as upon avarice, itſelf, that other 
ſtock which we are ſo willing to cultivate. 

| I ſhall be told that the people of this houſe | 
are yet far removed from this deſpicable ex- 


every | 
ſault of injuſtice would meet with a hardy | 


af- | 


and reſolute oppoſition in the members of this 


family; but let us beware of the extremes, to 


which our marins and our practices may fi- | 


nally carry us. 1 
We educate > few ealy to the uſe of arms; 


them, indeed, we endeavour to inſpire with | 


courage and a contempt of danger, but we 


endeavour, at the ſame time, by throwing | 
3 way 425 to weaker |] 


their 


| ful child, a tender, a 
that parent, whom he is bound to defend. 


native vi 


ben al. who ſhall preſume to attack them. 
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3 their connection with the family, and to ſtifle 
the ſentiments of filial tenderneſs and reſpect, 
under the load of artificial ſubordinations, to 


which they are bound for life. The familiar 


| uſe of arms may fortify the breaſt; but more 


is required to-accompliſh a faithful and duti- 
erous affection, to 


The flower and choice of our young men, 


| croud into the. profeſſion of which I ſpeak : 
for what ſtation is more deſirable to a man 


of ſpirit, . than one in which he can exert the 
of his mind, and ſtand in the 
light of a prote&tion and. defence. to his fa- 
ther's houſe? They place themſelves in this 


j Ration with a glowing and ardent mind, 
| their continuance in it ſeldom fails to extin- 
| guiſh or: depreſs thoſe ſentiments, and leave. 
no impreſſion but that of a ſervile dependance 


on the: perſons. under whoſe directions they 


are: placed. | 
Whilſt we: thus educate one part of the 


family, the. remainder, we ſay, are left to 


| cultivate pacific arts; and thoſe arts muſt be 


ific indeed, which render the ability ot 


| Pact 
I ſelf-defence. — by which men are 
| _— tools to 


the means of life, and. 
ly put in mind, that they have a. 


ges of men, * 


right to defend the privile 
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former are bred to commit acts of violence in 
cold blood, the latter to bear them with a | un 
tame and dejected foul. Did we reſolve to. | 

try oy wh the utmoſt corruption could do, to 
debaſe, to ſink and deſtroy a race of men, 


à more ingenuous contrivance could not be 


| found than this we are diſpoſed to follow. 
It is the buſineſs of one man, it ſeems, to 
_ think of nothing but quarrels and violence; 


. 
| vigour, reſtore that order, which it is ſo well E 
| _ qualified to adorn and maintain. 1 


if we would have za veſge of fuch ſir 
remain amon 
habits and 


of children, be likewiſe 


RS tn fas 1 
who call you parent, be inſpired with a re- 
ſolution to ſtand by you in all your diſtreſſes 


let theſe. who have the | 


and difficulties; and whilt they enjoy the | 


privileges and immunities of children, be ] i 
| raught to know that iti their Guty to defend 1 : 


them. Tbs 


FE was | 


1 to deſtroy the ſ 


to a part, may periſh 
mulation, which, when all are equally enga- 


| gloomy 
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I was always fond of the meafure now 
under conſideration, becaule it aimed at pro- 


ducing thofe happy effects. You need not be 
told in what manner it tends to produee — 
for your family has already 13 : 
by —— it; a 2 wi rear th 
a gallant and happy race of men, 
— this houſe. But let not ſo 
a meaſure be partially purſued; let not — 
part of your race be doomed to baſeneſs and 


| fervility, whilſt the other is formed to eleva - 


tion and honour. One rotten member is ſome- 
times found to ſpread corruption over the 
whole, and à lurking humour in one corner, 
conſtitution. 

Your Vilen eſtabliſhments, when confined 


for want of that e- 


ged, muſt kindle the ardour and ſpirits of ge- 
nerous minds. And the implements of ſlavery 
may one day be brought from that corner, 


| to which you now deny the privileges of free- 


men. Into families we have heard 
that a maſter has come, who turned. his 
dwelling into a jail, where nothing is heard 
but the clank of chains, and the ing of 
iron bars. He himſelf is diſtinguiſhel by the 
depreſſion of his look; the whip, 
which he holds in his hand, and. the inſtru - 
ments of death which are carried before him. 


But 
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But where are the miniſters of his cruel pur. | 
' Poſe to be found? They are purchaſed with | 
gold in thoſe obſcure corners of his neigh- = 


| where every man that is born is a 


1 * 
It has been the practice of other families to 
condemn a particular race to ſervile purpoſes, | 
Their names were never reckoned in the lit } 

af the family, their numbers never eſtima- 


ted as any part of their ſtrength. . For they 


were ſuch as by their crimes deſerved no bet= | 
ter treatment; or by the baſeneſs and ſervility 4 

of their minds, had naturally funk into this 
Fe But never did-the father of. a fami- 


by any. ſupereilious negle& or act of vio- 


lence, throw down the offspring. of his own. 1 
| - blood, ista a ſtate of ſuch deplorable ine- 
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